Dear Parents and Carers,
At our school, we want every child and young person to have the opportunity to thrive and achieve their full potential.
We know that some children may face additional challenges due to their personal circumstances or life experiences. To help ensure these children receive the support they need, schools, local authorities and the Virtual School have specific responsibilities to promote their educational progress, wellbeing, attendance and achievement.
This includes support for:
· Previously Looked After Children (PLAC)
· Children who currently have, or have previously had, a social worker (Children with a Social Worker)
· Children living in Kinship Care arrangements
Research has shown that children who have experienced social care involvement can face additional barriers to learning, and that these challenges can continue even after support from social care has ended. By working together, we can help ensure that children receive the understanding, opportunities and support they deserve.
The Virtual School works alongside schools and education settings to promote high aspirations, raise awareness of the challenges these children may experience and help improve educational outcomes.
Previously Looked After Children (PLAC)
A Previously Looked After Child is a child who was previously in the care of a local authority and then left care through:
· Adoption
· A Special Guardianship Order (SGO)
· A Child Arrangements Order (CAO)
This also includes children who were adopted from state care outside England and Wales. 
Schools receive additional funding, known as Pupil Premium Plus (PP+), to help meet the educational needs of eligible Previously Looked After Children. This funding can be used to provide targeted support that helps children make good progress and achieve their potential.
Schools are required to:
· Have a Designated Teacher who leads on supporting Previously Looked After Children.
· Monitor progress and attainment.
· Consider the needs of these children when developing policies and support plans.
· Provide information, advice and support to parents and carers.
· Use Pupil Premium Plus funding effectively to support educational outcomes.
To access this funding and ensure appropriate support can be provided, it is important that schools know if a child was previously in care and is now subject to an Adoption Order, Special Guardianship Order or Child Arrangements Order.
The school may ask to see documentation confirming this status. Any information shared with us will be treated sensitively, stored securely and only accessed by staff who need the information to support your child.
Children with a Social Worker and Children in Kinship Care
[bookmark: _Int_YTxN1R3B]If your child currently has a social worker, has had a social worker involved in their life in the last six years, or is living in a kinship care arrangement, we would encourage you to let the school know.
Kinship care is when a child is being cared for by a relative, friend or another adult who has a close connection to them because they are unable to live with their parents.
Sharing this information helps us to better understand your child's needs and ensure that appropriate support, guidance and opportunities are available.
We recognise that some families may find sharing personal information difficult. Please be assured that this information is only requested so that we can provide the best possible support for your child and ensure that they can benefit from any services, guidance or funding that may be available.
If you would like to discuss this further, or if you have any questions, please contact:
[Insert name, role and contact details]
Thank you for your support and for working in partnership with us to help your child succeed.
Yours sincerely,
[Headteacher Name]
 [School Name]
