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Wed,	03	Sep	2025	14:39:00	-0000
To:	Sam	Dodgshon	-	GLASS	UK	(sam.dodgshon@greenlaneassociation.uk),	"Elliott,	Jayne"
(Jayne.Elliott@lancashire.gov.uk)
RE:	Melling-with-Wrayton	Order

Hi	Sam
	
Further	to	your	recent	email.
	
I	can	confirm	safe	receipt	of	the	same.
	
Regards
	
Ansar	Sadiq
Paralegal	Officer
Highways,	Planning	&	Environment
Legal	Services
Lancashire	County	Council
T:	01772	532435
W:	www.lancashire.gov.uk
	
From:	Sam	Dodgshon	-	GLASS	UK	<sam.dodgshon@greenlaneassociation.uk>	
Sent:	03	September	2025	09:03
To:	Sadiq,	Ansar	<ansar.sadiq@lancashire.gov.uk>
Subject:	Melling-with-Wrayton	Order
	
Hi	Ansar,
	
Please	find	attached	our	objection	to	the	unconfirmed	Definitive	Map	Modification	Order
in	Melling-with-Wrayton.
	
	
Please	can	you	confirm	acceptance	of	this	objection?
	
Many	thanks,
Sam
	
Sam	Dodgshon
ROW	Officer
Green	Lane	Association
sam.dodgshon@greenlaneassociation.uk
07851	551	276
	
www.greenlaneassociation.uk
www.trailwise2.co.uk

	
Promoting	inclusive	countryside	access	for	all
	
For	and	on	behalf	of	The	Green	Lane	Association	Ltd.	This	email	and	any	attachments	are	confidential.	They	may	contain	privileged	information	and	are
intended	for	the	named	addressee(s)	only,	and	must	not	be	forwarded	or	distributed	without	the	consent	of	the	sender.	If	you	are	not	the	intended	recipient,
please	notify	us	immediately	and	do	not	disclose,	distribute,	or	retain	this	email	or	any	part	of	it.	Unless	expressly	stated,	opinions	in	this	email	are	those	of
the	individual	sender	and	not	of	GLASS,	or	its	membership.	You	must	take	full	responsibility	for	virus	checking	this	email	and	any	attachments.
	
The	Green	Lane	Association	Ltd	is	a	national	user	group	protecting	our	heritage	of	ancient	vehicular	rights	of	way.	Registered	in	England,	No	5369836,
Registered	Office:	:	Blue	Pig	Cottage,	1	Elmer	Street,	Grantham,	Lincolnshire,	NG31	6RE

	

mailto:sam.dodgshon@greenlaneassociation.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.greenlaneassociation.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cansar.sadiq%40lancashire.gov.uk%7C1566ffd16cba422a54c308ddeac04c12%7C9f683e26d8b946099ec4e1a36e4bb4d2%7C0%7C0%7C638924834285810085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GAin%2FCbADn3JI4hmJxq3QKGP8oJjTu1CEgR1mBNeF38%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.trailwise2.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cansar.sadiq%40lancashire.gov.uk%7C1566ffd16cba422a54c308ddeac04c12%7C9f683e26d8b946099ec4e1a36e4bb4d2%7C0%7C0%7C638924834285835562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UX0FGf175ZawDFdN3fmJqHzhBVphXi0%2Fsj9pYwZJWZc%3D&reserved=0


 

Ansar Sadiq 
Lancashire County Council 
PO Box 100 
County Hall 
Preston 
PR1 0LD 
(via email to ansar.sadiq@lancashire.gov.uk) 

Sept 3rd 2025 

BRIDLEWAY FROM BACK LANE TO MELLING MOOR, MELLING-WITH-WRAYTON DEFINITIVE 
MAP MODIFICATION ORDER 2025 (REF: LSG4/894.12111/AS002) 

Dear Ansar, 

We - the Green Lane Association - hereby object to the confirmation of the order to record a 
bridleway in the parish of Melling-with-Wrayton, on the basis that higher rights along the order route 
have been improperly assessed by the surveying authority. We contend that byway rights of some 
description (depending on the impact of NERC on vehicular rights) exist along the full route. 

In the investigating officer’s report the tithe maps are described as showing the route - at least in part 
- as a road of equal status to adjoining carriage roads. The tithe map and apportionment are 
fundamental documents which provide strong evidence known to be recorded on good public 
authority - there is no suggestion whatsoever that these documents convey bridleway rights along 
any part of the route, yet they have been weighted as if they do in the final decision. 

The Bartholomew’s Map Series has also been interpreted in a similarly flawed way, thus reducing its 
value. The investigating officer’s comments state that inclusion on these maps was an indication that 
the route was available ‘at least on horseback’ - but these maps were not produced for use with 
horses, but rather for cyclists and tourists. Again these maps were known to be of good quality and 
reflected the rights the public held along routes well. To suggest that the inclusion of a route on this 
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map was an indicator of bridle rights is a total historical fiction; there are well-founded legal 
precedents that inclusion of a route as a road on these maps is was in fact an indication of byway 
status. These maps were designed for and sold to cyclists, who would not have been able to use 
bridleways at this point in time. We feel this evidence has been significantly misinterpreted by the 
OMA in reaching their decision. 

In their closing comments the investigating officer admits that both the tithe and finance act maps are 
likely suggestive of public vehicular rights, but goes on to diminish their evidence by suggesting that 
other maps provide little support for this. We feel this is a logical fallacy which cannot be used to test 
the rights along this route - very little of the other evidence directly contradicts the possibility of 
higher rights along the order route; it is neither positive or negative towards that possibility. As such, 
it cannot be used to diminish the significant value of the documents which do support the conclusion 
that higher rights exist. 

On these grounds and others, we submit that the order should not be confirmed without further 
investigation. We wish to be included as an objector in any forthcoming inquiry proceedings. 

Many thanks, 
Sam 

 

Sam Dodgshon 
PROW Officer 
Green Lane Association 
sam.dodgshon@greenlaneassocation.uk 
07851 551 276 
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