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Separation distances/buffer zones may be appropriate in specific
circumstances where it is clear that, based on site specific assessments and
other forms of mitigation measures (such as working scheme design and
landscaping) a certain distance is required between the boundary of the
minerals extraction area and occupied residential property.

Any proposed separation distance should be established on a site-specific
basis and should be effective, properly justified, and reasonable. It should
take into account:

¢ the nature of the mineral extraction activity;
¢ the need to avoid undue sterilisation of mineral resources,
e |ocation and topography;

e the characteristics of the various environmental effects likely to arise; and

e the various mitigation measures that can be applied.
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Noise emissions

How should minerals operators seek to control noise emissions?
Those making mineral development proposals, including those for related
similar processes such as aggregates recycling and disposal of construction
waste, should carry out a noise impact assessment, which should identify all
sources of noise and, for each source, take account of the noise emission,
its characteristics, the proposed operating locations, procedures, schedules
and duration of work for the life of the operation, and its likely impact on the
surrounding neighbourhood.

Proposals for the control or mitigation of noise emissions should:

e consider the main characteristics of the production process and its
environs, including the location of noise-sensitive properties and sensitive
environmental sites;

e assess the existing acoustic environment around the site of the proposed
operations, including background noise levels at nearby noise-sensitive
properties;

o estimate the likely future noise from the development and its impact on
the neighbourhood of the proposed operations;

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/minerals

17/03/2026, 14:38



Minerals - GOV.UK

13 of 100

e identify proposals to minimise, mitigate or remove noise emissions at
source;

e monitor the resulting noise to check compliance with any proposed or
imposed conditions.

Paragraph: 019 Reference ID: 27-019-20140306
Revision date: 06 03 2014

How should mineral planning authorities determine the impact of
noise?

Mineral planning authorities should take account of the prevailing acoustic
environment and in doing so consider whether or not noise from the
proposed operations would:

e give rise to a significant adverse effect;
e give rise to an adverse effect; and

¢ enable a good standard of amenity to be achieved.

In line with the Explanatory Note of the Noise Policy Statement for England,
this would include identifying whether the overall effect of the noise
exposure would be above or below the significant observed adverse effect
level and the lowest observed adverse effect level for the given situation. As
noise is a complex technical issue, it may be appropriate to seek
experienced specialist assistance when applying this policy.
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What are the appropriate noise standards for mineral operators for
normal operations?

Mineral planning authorities should aim to establish a noise limit, through a
planning condition, at the noise-sensitive property that does not exceed the
background noise level (LA90,1h) by more than 10dB(A) during normal
working hours (0700-1900). Where it will be difficult not to exceed the
background level by more than 10dB(A) without imposing unreasonable
burdens on the mineral operator, the limit set should be as near that level as
practicable. In any event, the total noise from the operations should not
exceed 55dB(A) LAeq, 1h (free field). For operations during the evening
(1900-2200) the noise limits should not exceed the background noise level
(LA90,1h) by more than 10dB(A) and should not exceed 55dB(A) LAeq, 1h
(free field ). For any operations during the period 22.00 — 07.00 noise limits

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/minerals

17/03/2026, 14:38



Minerals - GOV.UK https://www.gov.uk/guidance/minerals

should be set to reduce to a minimum any adverse impacts, without
imposing unreasonable burdens on the mineral operator. In any event the
noise limit should not exceed 42dB(A) LAeq,1h (free field) at a noise
sensitive property.

Where the site noise has a significant tonal element, it may be appropriate
to set specific limits to control this aspect. Peak or impulsive noise, which
may include some reversing bleepers, may also require separate limits that
are independent of background noise (eg Lmax in specific octave or third-
octave frequency bands — and that should not be allowed to occur regularly
at night.)

Care should be taken, however, to avoid any of these suggested values
being implemented as fixed thresholds as specific circumstances may justify
some small variation being allowed.
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What type of operations may give rise to particularly noisy short-term
activities and what noise limits may be appropriate?

Activities such as soil-stripping, the construction and removal of baffle
mounds, soil storage mounds and spoil heaps, construction of new
permanent landforms and aspects of site road construction and
maintenance.

Increased temporary daytime noise limits of up to 70dB(A) LAeq 1h (free
field) for periods of up to 8 weeks in a year at specified noise-sensitive
properties should be considered to facilitate essential site preparation and
restoration work and construction of baffle mounds where it is clear that this
will bring longer-term environmental benefits to the site or its environs.

Where work is likely to take longer than 8 weeks, a lower limit over a longer
period should be considered. In some wholly exceptional cases, where
there is no viable alternative, a higher limit for a very limited period may be
appropriate in order to attain the environmental benefits. Within this
framework, the 70 dB(A) LAeq 1h (free field) limit referred to above should
be regarded as the normal maximum.

An explanation of the technical terms used in this section can be found at
the end of this guidance.
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