
 
 

 
Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 1 

For this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the discussion with 

the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is independent, 

including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the  

pupil’s own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the 

strongest piece, and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the  

pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in 

the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided 

evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a  

particular weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end 

of key stage 2: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 

expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 

includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be  

judged individually. 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a diary entry 

B) a biography 

C) a poem 

D) a non-chronological report  

E) a narrative 

F) a set of instructions 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece A: a diary entry 

Context: pupils read ‘The Giant’s Necklace’, a short story by Michael Morpurgo, and 

were asked to write a diary entry from the viewpoint of the main character’s brother.  

They were able to access a word bank which included language such as: cowrie shell, 

cove, bay and shingle.  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece B: a biography 

Context: after studying the features of biography writing, pupils watched a video about  

Dr Barnardo and then carried out independent research and writing. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece C: a poem 

Context: as part of a topic on extreme weather, pupils read ‘Wind’ by Ted Hughes and 

‘Hurricane’ by Dionne Brand. They then wrote their own poems about the wind. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece D: a non-chronological report 

Context: pupils explored the features of non-chronological reports. They then researched and reported on child labour as part of a topic 

on the Victorians.  

 

 



 
 

Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece E: a narrative 

Context: pupils read part of ‘Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell and were asked to narrate 

what happened next. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece F: a set of instructions 

Context: pupils studied the features of instruction writing and then, as part of a focus on 

healthy eating, chose a recipe to write up. 
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) a narrative 

B) a non-chronological report 

C) a speech 

D) a diary entry 

E) a persuasive report 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece A: a narrative 

Context: after watching the short film ‘The Present’, pupils were tasked with writing the 

narrative to accompany it for an audience of children from years 4 and 5. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece B: a non-chronological report 

Context: pupils explored the features of report writing and then wrote about Howard 

Carter as part of their work on Ancient Egypt. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece C: a speech 

Context: as part of their work on the Romans, pupils read ‘Roman Quests’ by Caroline 

Lawrence. They were asked to write a persuasive speech in role (Calpurnia) to another 

character, Juba, to persuade him to exchange his baby sister in return for safe passage 

to Britannia. Note that purple text is the pupil’s own editing. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece D: a diary entry 

Context: After reading ‘Roman Quests’ by Caroline Lawrence, pupils were asked to write 

a diary entry from the viewpoint of one of the characters (Fronto). Note that purple text is 

the pupil’s own editing. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece E: a persuasive report 

Context: following the year 6 residential camp, pupils were asked to write a formal report 

stating the advantages of this trip in order to secure funding and support for future trips 

from governors and parents. 
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a letter of complaint 

B) a narrative describing a single episode 

C) a narrative describing a series of events 

D) an explanation text 

E) a persuasive letter 

F) a diary entry 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece A: a letter of complaint 

Context: pupils had read half of ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by John Boyne and 

collected ideas about characters who might like to write a formal letter of complaint.  

Pupil C chose to write a letter from Bruno to his tutor Herr Liszt. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece B: a narrative describing a single episode 

Context: pupils had read ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar and chosen to write their own 

suspenseful version of Stanley’s encounter with The Warden. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece C: a narrative describing a series of events 

Context: pupils had been reading ‘Night Bus Hero’ by Onjali Rauf and discussing the 

pranks played by the main character, Hector. They made up and wrote about a new 

prank carried out by Hector and his friends. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece D: an explanation text 

Context: while reading ‘Night Bus Hero’ by Onjali Rauf, the pupils noticed that the thief 

was using a special device to make light disappear. They created their own piece of 

equipment and wrote an explanation of how it worked. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece E: a persuasive letter 

Context: as part of their topic work on climate change, pupils wrote persuasive letters to 

their local authority to ask them to help.  

KS  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece F: a diary entry 

Context: following a history topic examining the Peterloo Massacre, pupils were given the 

option to choose from whose perspective they would like to write about it. Pupil C chose 

to write as one of the horses. 
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