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The Primary Sentence Toolkit ‐ Contents 

Section  Strategies  Page 
number 

1  Understanding the 
Concept of a 
Sentence 

Subject Knowledge and Key Learning  10 
Deal or No Deal?  11 
Sentence Quiz  12 
Human Sentences  13 
Mix and Match  14 
Pass the Story  15 
Finish It!  16 
Sentence Frames  17 
Quick Make!  18 

2  Transcription – 
Generic Strategies 

Subject Knowledge and Key Learning  19 
Dictated Sentences  20 
Dictated Sentences (Punctuation Focus)  21
Word Spacers  22 
Sentence Strips  23 
Scrambled!  24 

3  Sentence 
Demarcation—
including full stops, 
capital letters, question 
and exclamation marks. 

Subject Knowledge and Key Learning  25 
Reading Punctuation  26 
Preparing a Reading  27 
Deal or No Deal? (Punctuation Focus)  28 
Stand Up!  Sit Down!  29 
Caption Replace  30 
Plasticine Full Stops  31 
Change the Stop  32 
Rainbow Sentences  33 
Move Across the Pond  34 
Count and Check!  35 
Ping Pong Sentence  36 
Oral Retelling and Text Mapping  37 
Raise Your Voice! 
Question Trade 

38 

Question Hand  39 
Question Generator  40 
Compare (Questions and Statements) 
Change 

41 

Spot the Exclamation Mark!  42 
Action Punctuation  43 
Hear the Punctuation  44 
Be the Teacher!  45 
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4 Co-ordinating 
Conjunctions 

Subject Knowledge and Key Learning 46 
Find a Friend 47 
Finish It! (and focus) 48 
Stop Right Now! 49 
Finish It! (but focus) 50 
Deal or No Deal? (joining word /conjunction 
focus) 

51 

Human Sentences 52 
Joining Word/Conjunction Experimenter 53 
I-Model Overview 54 
I-Model Explanation 55 
I-Model Example – co-ordination using and to
link words

56 

I-Model Example – co-ordination using and to
link clauses

57 

I-Model Example – co-ordination using but to
link words and clauses

58 

I-Model Example – co-ordination using or to link
words and clauses

59 

I-Model Example – co-ordination using so to link
clauses

60 

5 Subordinating 
Conjunctions 

Subject Knowledge and Key Learning 61 
Human Sentences (Subordinating Conjunction 
Focus) 

63 

Joining Word/Conjunction Experimenter 65 
Making Sense for the Reader! 66 
Roll the Die! 67 
I-Model Overview 68 
I-Model Explanation 69 
I-Model Example – subordination using when 70 
I-Model Example – subordination using before 71 
I-Model Example – subordination using after 72 
I-Model Example – subordination using that 73 
I-Model Example – subordination using because 74 
I-Model Example – subordination using if 75 
I-Model Example – subordination using while 76 
I-Model Example – subordination using until 77 
I-Model Example – subordination using as 78 
I-Model Example – subordination using although 79 
I-Model Example – subordination using since 80 
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6 Adverbs, Adverbials 
and Fronted 
Adverbials 

Subject Knowledge and Key Learning 81 
Human Sentences (Adverb Focus) 83 
In What Way? 84 
Identify, Collect and Classify 85 
A Picture Speaks a Thousand Words! 86 
Take Your Pick! 87 
Mis-match! 88 
I-Model Overview 89 
I-Model Explanation 90 
I-Model Example – suffix – ly 91 
I-Model Example – adverbs 93 
I-Model Example – adverb starters 94 
I-Model Example – fronted adverbials for when 95 
I-Model Example – fronted adverbials for where 96 

7 7a) Speech and Speech 
Punctuation  

Subject Knowledge and Key Learning 97 
Punctuation Pasta 99 
What’s Missing? 100 
It's All an Act! 101 
First Lines Drama 102 
Speech Bubbles 103 
Word Class and Punctuation Model - Explanation 104 
Word Class and Punctuation Model - Using 
Inverted Commas and Other Punctuation to 
Indicate Direct Speech 

106 

7b) Blending Action, 
Dialogue and 
Description 

Subject Knowledge and Key Learning 107 
Collect and Classify 108 
Innovate It! 109 
Human Sentences (Action, Dialogue and 
Description Focus) 

110 

Moving Strips 111 
Watch It! Talk It! Write It! 112 
Word Class and Punctuation Model - Explanation 113 
Word Class and Punctuation Model – Blending 
Action and Dialogue Within and Across 
Paragraphs 

115 

Word Class and Punctuation Model – Blending 
Action and Description Within and Across 
Paragraphs 

116 

Word Class and Punctuation Model – Blending 
Dialogue and Description Within and Across 
Paragraphs 

117 

Word Class and Punctuation Model – Blending 
Action, Dialogue and Description Within and 
Across Paragraphs 

118 
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8 Relative Clauses - 
including use of relative 
pronouns at the end of 
the sentence; embedded 
within a sentence and 
omitted pronouns.  

Subject Knowledge and Key Learning 119
What Do You Know?  Tell Me More! 
(Character/Person Focus) 

121 

What Do You Know?  Tell Me More! (Place 
Focus) 

122 

What Do You Know?  Tell Me More! (Time 
Focus) 

123 

Human Sentences – Embedding Relative Clauses 124 
Deal or No Deal – to Omit or Not to Omit? 126 
I-Model Overview 127 
I-Model Explanation 128 
I-Model Example – relative pronoun who 129 
I-Model Example – relative pronoun that 130 
I-Model Example – relative pronoun when 131 
I-Model Example – relative pronoun where 132 
I-Model Example – relative pronoun which 133 
I-Model Example – relative pronoun whose 134 
I-Model Example – relative pronoun when
(embedded)

135 

I-Model Example – relative pronoun where
(embedded)

136 

I-Model Example – relative pronoun which
(embedded)

137 

I-Model Example – relative pronoun whose
(embedded)

138 

I-Model Example – relative pronoun who
(embedded)

139 

I-Model Example – relative pronoun omitted 140 
9 -ing Opening Clauses Subject Knowledge and Key Learning 141 

Mixing and Matching 142 
Let's Get Started! (-ing Focus) 143 
Let's Finish This! (-ing Focus) 144 
Elaborate and Collaborate (-ing Focus) 145 
Pin Pong-ing! 146 
Win It or Bin It! (-ing Focus) 147 
I-Model Overview 148 
I-Model Explanation 149 
I-Model Example – ing opening clauses 150 

10 -ed Opening Clauses Subject Knowledge and Key Learning 151 
Mixed and Matched 152 
Let's Get Started! (-ed Focus) 153 
Let's Finish This! (-ed Focus) 154 
Elaborate and Collaborate (-ed Focus) 155 
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Pin Pong-ed! 156 
Win It or Bin It! (-ed Focus) 157 
I-Model Overview 158 
I-Model Explanation 159 
I-Model Example – ed opening clauses 160 

11 Proof-reading Subject Knowledge and Key Learning 161 
Whisper Phones 162 
Peer Proofing 163 
Don't Leave Me Out! 164 
What's Missing? 165 

12 Appendix Modelled (shared) writing explanation 166 
Guided writing explanation 167 
Microphones 170 
Question matrix 171 
Question hands 172 
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Deal or No Deal? 

Prepare some strips of cards, some displaying sentences and others displaying non-sentences (i.e. 
not making sense). Read each example aloud in order that the children can focus initially just on what 
they hear. Does it sound right?  Does it make sense?   

We’re going on a bear hunt.     

We can’t go it.   

Henry wanted a new.    

The duck did not have floppy ears or a waggy tail.     

Sort the cards into ‘sentences’ (deal) and ‘not sentences’ (no deal) in different coloured boxes. 

             

Repeat, allowing the children to read aloud each sentence strip.  Ensure that the focus is still on 
whether the sentence sounds right. Reading aloud is key! 
This can be used in Key Stage 2 by linking the sentences and ‘non-sentences’ to a focus text.   

Deal No Deal 
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Scrambled! 

Orally form or extract a sentence from a focus text.  Repeat the sentence orally several times. 
E.g. We can't go over it.  (We're Going on a Bear Hunt).
Now write the sentence onto a strip of card and chop the sentence up into individual words.
(Alternatively use sticky notes).   Scramble the words. Can the child reassemble the original sentence?

Re-read the sentence several times to check it makes sense and the words are in the correct order.  To 
practise handwriting skills, the child can copy the words from the pieces of card or sticky notes to write 
the sentence.   

To practise segmenting and spelling, review the sentence as displayed on the individual word cards or 
sticky notes.  Now ask the child to close their eyes and remove one of the words.  Can the child work out 
which word is missing?  Can they write the original sentence, including the missing word?   

Reveal the missing word to see if the child is correct. Have they spelt the missing word correctly? 

Scrambled sentence: 

Re-ordered sentence: 

Missing word challenge: 
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I-Model Example

Create complex sentences by adding a relative clause using a relative pronoun: who, which, where, 
whose, when, that. 

Immerse 
The boys sprinted back to the field where they had originally glimpsed the 
strange lights.   
E.T. scrambled towards the clearing where the spaceship was last seen.  
Oliver was taken to the marketplace where he was taught to pickpocket. 
Nancy went to the marketplace where Oliver was last seen.  
Fagin stayed in the den where he counted his money.  

Imitate 
The boys sprinted back to the field where … 
E.T. scrambled towards the clearing where … 
Oliver was taken to the marketplace where … 
Nancy went to the marketplace where … 
Fagin stayed in the den where … 

Innovate 
The children assembled in the school hall where … 
The teachers stood on the playground where … 
The parents moved towards the school field where … 
The parents were directed to the Y5 classroom where … 
The talented actor entered the theatre where … 

Invent 
  … where … 

       … where … 
       … where … 
       … where … 

Improve 
The children all loved the theme park where.  
Mrs brown stormed to the staff room where ate biscuits 
Where all the races were happening.  
Oliver was taken to the marketplace where he went.  
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