
 
 

Key stage 1 English writing standardisation exercise 3 

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the 

discussion with the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the 

strongest piece, and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s 

books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in 

the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided 

evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 

weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end 

of key stage 1: English writing – ‘working towards the expected standard’, ‘working at the 

expected standard’ or ‘working at greater depth’. You should not assume that the 

exercise includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be 

judged individually. 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a narrative based on a book 

B) a retelling of a film 

C) a setting description 

D) an adapted retelling of a story 

E) a sequence of diary entries 

F) a non-chronological report 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1109298/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_1_WEBHO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1109298/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_1_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 1 

Pupil A – Piece A: a narrative based on a book 

Context: pupils shared the story ‘Dinosaur Cove’ by Rex Stone. Pupils wrote their own 

version of the story using the structure of the original to support their writing. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil A – Piece B: a retelling of a film 

Context: pupils watched the film ‘Mulan’ and wrote a description of a chosen character. 

They then made use of their character description when writing a retell of the story. Note 

that all edits are the pupil’s own. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil A – Piece C: a setting description 

Context: pupils shared ‘The Wizard of Oz’ by L. Frank Baum. They wrote setting 

descriptions of a chosen scene within the book. Note that all edits are the pupil’s own. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil A – Piece D: an adapted retelling of a story 

Context: pupils shared ‘Stone Age Boy’ by Satoshi Kitamura. The structure of writing was 

modelled by the teacher. Pupils were then asked to write their own story using a similar 

structure. Note that all edits are the pupil’s own. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil A – Piece E: a sequence of diary entries 

Context: pupils learned about climate change and the impact of pollution on the ocean. 

They shared ‘Somebody Swallowed Stanley’ by Sarah Roberts and wrote diary entries in 

the role of the main character, a plastic bag named Stanley. Note that all edits are the 

pupil’s own. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil A – Piece F: a non-chronological report 

Context: this work was based around the class topic of India. Pupils researched 

landmarks in India using videos, books and travel leaflets. They then went on to write 

non-chronological reports about the Taj Mahal. Note that all edits are the pupil’s own. 
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) an adapted fairy tale 

B) a letter to a teacher 

C) a recount of a school trip 

D) a non-chronological report 

E) a setting description 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil B – Piece A: an adapted fairy tale 

Context: pupils shared a variety of fairy tales, including the story of Rumpelstiltskin.  

Their task was to write their own version of a fairy tale, changing the main character and 

plot but maintaining story-telling language. Some vocabulary was on display, including 

‘poisonous’ and ‘Rumpelstiltskin’.  
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Key stage 1 

Pupil B – Piece B: a letter to a teacher 

Context: pupils visited the seaside town of Weston-super-Mare. Following the trip, the 

garden area was set up to resemble the town. Pupils then wrote a letter to a teacher 

within the school, recounting the details of their experiences. Some vocabulary was 

provided to the pupils, including the town name, ‘skittles’ and ‘sandcastle’. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil B – Piece C: a recount of a school trip 

Context: pupils visited local woods and participated in a prepared scavenger hunt to find 

objects related to stories. They then wrote a recount of their experience. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil B – Piece D: a non-chronological report 

Context: as part of their topic on the Victorians, pupils wrote non-chronological reports 

about popular Victorian pastimes.  
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Key stage 1 

Pupil B – Piece E: a setting description 

Context: as part of their learning about traditional tales, pupils investigated and wrote a 

setting descriptions from a chosen story. 
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a letter 

B) a narrative extract 

C) a descriptive poem  

D) a set of instructions 

E) a recount of an actor visit 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil C – Piece A: a letter 

Context: pupils were tasked with writing a letter to Father Christmas, using an informal, 

conversational register.  
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Key stage 1 

Pupil C – Piece B: a narrative extract 

Context: writing was inspired by a short film of the story ‘The Black Hat’ by Maia 

Walczak. Having discussed the opening of the story, pupils were tasked with writing the 

middle of the story, during which magical creatures begin to emerge from the hat. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil C – Piece C: a descriptive poem 

Context: pupils shared ‘Tell me a Dragon’ by Jackie Morris, which describes different 

varieties of dragon. Pupils were asked to write a poem which describes their own dragon. 

They were encouraged to use figurative language  and simile to enhance description. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil C – Piece D: a set of instructions 

Context: based on the text ‘How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth’ by Michelle Robinson, 

pupils wrote their own instructional text using a chosen animal as stimulus. They received 

prior input around the structure of instruction texts and the use of imperative verbs. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil C – Piece E: a recount of an actor visit 

Context: during their learning about famous explorers, pupils were surprised with a visit 

from an actor portraying Neil Armstrong. Following the actor’s visit, they were asked to 

write a recount of the experience. 
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