
 

Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 2 

For this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the discussion with 

the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is independent, 

including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on 

the strongest piece and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the 

pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in 

the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided 

evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a 

particular weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end 

of key stage 2: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 

expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the 

exercise includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be 

judged individually. 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a Viking saga 

B) a guide 

C) a news report 

D) a webpage 

E) a review 

F) a mystery story 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece A: a Viking saga 

Context: pupils were tasked with writing a narrative involving conflict. Pupil A drew on 

their prior learning, additional independent research and their memories of reading ‘The 

Saga of Erik the Viking’ by Terry Jones to inspire this piece. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece B: a guide 

Context: while studying ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by Michael Morpurgo, pupils explored the 

topic of survival. Pupil A chose to write an explanation text focussed on how parents can 

best support their children to enable them to survive and thrive at primary school. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece C: a news report 

Context: after studying news reports, Pupil A chose to write about the situation in Ukraine 

in Spring 2022. The piece is presented as a live blog which gives readers updates in real 

time, and the pupil carried out their own research to add authenticity to this partly 

fictionalised report. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece D: a webpage 

Context: pupils were tasked with writing the text for the website of an imaginary luxury hotel. Pupil A chose to base their hotel in Dubai. 

  



 

Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece E: a review 

Context: pupils studied online reviews, focussing on negative reviews and how writers 

express dissatisfaction online. They were asked to write an online review from the 

viewpoint of a dissatisfied customer. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece F: a mystery story 

Context: after studying suspense narratives, including stories from ‘Short and Scary’ by 

Louise Cooper, pupils were asked to write a suspense narrative with a slow reveal. 
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) a balanced argument 

B) a narrative extract 

C) a short story 

D) an explanation 

E) an information text 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece A: a balanced argument 

Context: after reading ‘Pig Heart Boy’ by Malorie Blackman, and in connection with 

learning about the circulatory system, pupils were asked to write a discussion text to 

inform their parents of the pros and cons of animal organ transplants. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece B: a narrative extract 

Context: pupils read ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ by Michelle Magorian while studying World 

War 2. They explored how writers develop characters through describing their actions 

and were then asked to write a narrative centred on William. 

 

 



21 

 
 

 



22 

  



23 

Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece C: a short story 

Context: after watching a video, ‘Beyond the Lines’ from the Literacy Shed, pupils were 

tasked with writing an account of events leading up to the children finding an artefact.  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece D: an explanation 

Context: pupils were asked to write an explanation of the circulatory system related 

to their science learning, using the vocabulary acquired in science. They were 

able to choose whether to write formally or informally. Pupil B selected an 

informal approach, writing in the style of a job description. The edits are the pupil’s own. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece E: an information text 

Context: after reading ‘Survivors’ by David Long and watching David Attenborough’s 

‘Planet Earth’, pupils were asked to write about biomes using vocabulary displayed on 

the geography working wall. 
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a leaflet 

B) an information text 

C) a narrative 

D) a newspaper report 

E) a set of instructions 

F) a story opening 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece A: a leaflet 

Context: pupils explored persuasive leaflets related to health and well-being as part of 

their Personal, Social and Health Education studies. They then chose a focus area and 

researched, planned and wrote their own leaflets. Pupil C chose to write about the impact 

of exercise. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece B: an information text 

Context: after watching a video about Komodo Dragons, pupils invented their own dragon 

and wrote a report on their imaginary beast. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece C: a narrative 

Context: after reading ‘Prince Caspian’ by C.S. Lewis and exploring battles through 

history, pupils were asked to write their own World War 1 battle story. Historical 

information and key vocabulary were shared before drafting. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece D: a newspaper report 

Context: pupils examined newspaper reports and discussed the formal tone and 

vocabulary typically used by journalists. They then independently imagined an event to 

report on. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece E: a set of instructions 

Context: pupils explored a procedural text, ‘How to mummify a pharaoh’, and practised 

giving and following instructions. They each invented their own magic potion which could 

instil superpowers. Pupil C invented ‘liquid knowledge’ and wrote instructions describing 

how to make it. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece F: a story opening 

Context: after reading ‘Haunters’ by Thomas Taylor, pupils explored how writers build 

suspense and then drafted their own short suspense narratives. 
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