
1 

 

 

Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 1 
For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the 
discussion with the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is 
independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 
own.  

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest 
piece, and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the 
pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in 
the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 
weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end of  
key stage 2: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 
expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 
includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged 
individually. 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a narrative 

B) a balanced argument 

C) narrative letters 

D) a newspaper report 

E) a narrative  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 2 exercise 1 

Pupil A – Piece A: a narrative 

Context: after reading and studying 'Where the Wild Things Are' (Maurice Sendak), pupils 
wrote their own version of the story for a different audience. Two images have been 
removed from the bottom of the text. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1 

Pupil A – Piece B: a balanced argument 

Context: pupils were given an Aquila article about the advantages and disadvantages of 
safari parks. This was analysed together before identifying key arguments for and against 
zoos, a topic they had already considered earlier in the key stage. The pupils chose their 
own arguments and collated evidence to support them. An image has been removed from 
the bottom of the text.
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil A – Piece C: narrative letters 

Context: inspired by a video clip in which 2 children stuck in different cars in a traffic jam 
communicate through drawing pictures, pupils wrote 2 letters, taking on the roles of each 
character. Particular consideration was given to providing a clear contrast between the 2 
letters and therefore personalities of the 2 characters. An image has been removed from 
the top of each letter. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil A – Piece D: a newspaper report 

Context: following the birth of the Duke and Duchess of Sussex’s first child, Archie, pupils 
wrote a newspaper article announcing his birth. The pupils considered key questions for 
their article and completed research to find information before writing independently. An 
image of Prince Harry has been removed from the text. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil A – Piece E: a narrative 

Context: pupils read ‘Floodland’ (Marcus Sedgwick) as a class novel and a variety of writing 
opportunities were developed as the novel progressed. They took on the role of the 
protagonist Zoe and wrote a letter to her parents from whom she had been separated. Role 
play was used to support first person narrative and the pupils considered emotive language 
techniques. 
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) a narrative 

B) a persuasive letter 

C) a balanced argument 

D) a narrative retelling 

E) an instruction manual 

F) a narrative 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1 

Pupil B – Piece A: a narrative 

Context: after reading ‘The Tunnel’ (Anthony Browne), pupils wrote their own story inspired 
by the tale and involved characters who did not get along. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1 

Pupil B – Piece B: a persuasive letter 

Context: pupils read articles about parental use of mobile phones and its impact on 
children, as well as examples of persuasive texts. They were asked to write a letter to a 
reader of their choice, persuading them to support an issue the pupil felt strongly about. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1 

Pupil B – Piece C: a balanced argument 

Context: whilst reading ‘Holes’ (Louis Sachar), pupils discussed their opinions about the use 
of hard labour as punishment. They studied examples of balanced arguments and then 
wrote their own text exploring the question of whether young people should be punished for 
breaking the law. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1 

Pupil B – Piece D: a narrative retelling 

Context: during a study of ‘Macbeth’ (William Shakespeare), pupils explored themes, 
characterisation and Shakespearian language. They also watched short film clips to support 
their understanding. In response to a detailed reading of Act 1, scene 1, pupils re-presented 
the start of the story as a narrative. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil B – Piece E: an instruction manual 

Context: pupils explored a set of instructions about a pair of magical boots that enables the 
wearer to fly. They then created their own instructions linked to an item of clothing with their 
chosen magical properties. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1 

Pupil B – Piece F: a narrative 

Context: as part of a narrative writing unit, pupils studied a range of texts and then planned 
and produced a piece of writing portraying the atmosphere of an abandoned fairground. 
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Pupil C 
This collection includes: 

A) a newspaper report  

B) a narrative   

C) a non-chronological report  

D) an explanation 

E) a biography  

F) an additional chapter to a narrative  
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil C – Piece A: a newspaper report 

Context: as a class, the pupils read ‘The Giant’s necklace’ (Michael Morpurgo). Following 
several writing opportunities inspired by the story, and drawing on previous work on 
newspaper reports, pupils were asked to write an account of Cherry’s disappearance.  
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Key stage 2 exercise 1 

Pupil C – Piece B: a narrative 

Context: as a class, the pupils read ‘The Giant’s necklace’ (Michael Morpurgo). The pupils 
focussed on the turning point of the story where Cherry is left alone, distracted on the 
beach, whilst collecting cowrie shells. Shared writing was then completed – the focus was 
being able to write from a different perspective, other than that of a human. Using this 
writing experience, they went on to write from the sea’s perspective as it spots Cherry on 
the beach. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil C – Piece C: a non-chronological report 

Context: as part of a theme on ‘Medicine through the Ages’, the pupils researched the role 
of the plague doctor. They then wrote a non-chronological report, aimed at year 6+ pupils, 
informing them of this important role. An appropriate image to describe how the plague was 
spread has been removed from the top of the second page.     
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Key stage 2 exercise 1 

Pupil C – Piece D: an explanation 

Context: as part of the science topic on evolution, pupils explored fossils, in particular those 
created by the process of mold and cast. They went on to write an explanation about these 
processes. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1 

Pupil C – Piece E: a biography 

Context: as part of the history topic ‘Against the Odds’, pupils studied the role of 
suffragettes in bringing about changes to the law, and the lengths they would go to in order 
to achieve these. They researched the life of Emily Davison and wrote a short biography, 
which reflected key events of her life. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil C – Piece F: an additional chapter to a narrative 

Context: as part of a theme on ‘The Americas’, the pupils compared and contrasted 
different countries within the North and South American continents. They were read the first 
part of ‘Queen of the Falls’ (Chris Van Allsberg), which is set in Canada, and had to plan 
and go on to write chapter 3 of the story. 
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