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Key stage 1 (KS1) English writing teacher assessment 
moderation: national training 2019/20 – pupil scripts 

Key stage 1 English writing training exercise 1  

For the purpose of this training exercise, you should assume that following the discussion 

with the teacher during the moderation visit, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own.  

Read pieces A, B and C and identify how Pupil A begins to use aspects of coherence in the 

writing.  

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a short narrative 

B) a short story 

C) a letter 
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Key stage 1 training exercise 1 

Pupil A – Piece A: a short narrative 

Context: this was part of a topic based on ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ (Cressida Cowell). 

The pupil had discussed ideas as part of whole-class work and with the teacher before 

writing. The title of the writing was given to the class and is replicated in the narrative.  

  



 3 

 

Key stage 1 training exercise 1  

Pupil A – Piece B: a short story 

Context: this was part of a topic based on one of the ‘Traction Man’ stories (Mini Grey). The 

pupil had discussed ideas as part of whole-class work and with the teacher before writing.  
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Key stage 1 training exercise 1 

Pupil A – Piece C: a letter 

Context: this letter was part of a topic on Florence Nightingale. The pupil had discussed 
ideas as part of whole-class work and with the teacher before writing. The class was given 
some vocabulary: ‘arrived’, ‘bandages’, ‘soldiers’, ‘mother’, ‘father’, ‘nurses’, as well as the 
address and date for the letter. 
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Key stage 1 English writing training exercise 2  

For the purpose of this training exercise, you should assume that following the discussion 

with the teacher during the moderation visit, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own.  

How has Pupil B demonstrated they are able to use, specifically, co-ordination and some 

subordination in relation to building coherence within the pieces? 

Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) an email 

B) a story 
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Key stage 1 training exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece A: an email 

Context: as part of their topic on giants, pupils shared the story of ‘The BFG’ (Roald Dahl). 

They then adopted the role of the lead character 'Sophie' to write an email to a friend, 

expressing her perceived distress at seeing a giant.  
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Key stage 1 training exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece B: a story 

Context: as part of their woodland topic, pupils explored different stories that featured the 
woodland as their setting. They were provided with the start and were then asked to 
continue the story. 
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Key stage 1 English writing training exercise 3  

For the purpose of this training exercise, you should assume that following the discussion 

with the teacher during the moderation visit, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own.  

What is Pupil D doing that shows they can ‘write simple, coherent narratives about personal 

experiences and those of others’? Why does Pupil C’s writing not meet this statement? 

Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a recount 

B) a retelling of a story  
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Key stage 1 training exercise 3 

Pupil C – Piece A: a recount 

Context: as part of their work in physical education, pupils visited a local athletics stadium. 

They then wrote a recount about the activities undertaken during their visit. The pupil self-

edited their work. 
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Key stage 1 training exercise 3  

Pupil C – Piece B: a retelling of a story 

Context: as a class, pupils explored stories which involved animals, including ‘Aesop’s 

Fables’. A local storyteller visited the school and told a story about a selfish lion. Pupils then 

wrote their own version of the tale and self-edited their work. 
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Pupil D 

This collection includes: 

A) a story 

B) a recount 

C) a recount from a science lesson  
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Key stage 1 training exercise 3 

Pupil D – Piece A: a story 

Context: inspired by the film ‘Madagascar’ and talking about animals in captivity, the 

children were asked to write a story about an escape. Children used storyboards to plan 

and orally rehearse ideas before writing. Final stories were presented in a class 

compendium. 
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Key stage 1 training exercise 3 

Pupil D – Piece B: a recount 

Context: pupils had looked at examples of recounts. In response to their half term holiday 

and, after sharing what they had been doing, they wrote their own recount independently. 

Pupils then checked and edited their own work. 
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Key stage 1 training exercise 3 

Pupil D – Piece C: a recount from a science lesson 

Context: the children had learned how to write basic science reports thinking about the 

method, prediction and observations. These are 2 excerpts from different investigations. 
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Key stage 1 English writing training exercise 4  

For the purpose of this training exercise, you should assume that following the discussion 

with the teacher during the moderation visit, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own.  

Identify how Pupil E is demonstrating the skills of ‘working at the expected standard’ and 

how these begin to support the purpose and understanding from the reader. 

Pupil E 

This collection includes: 

A) a letter and a set of instructions 
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Key stage 1 training exercise 4 

Pupil E – Piece A: a letter and a set of instructions 

Context: this was part of a topic based on ‘The Story Machine’ (Tom McLaughlin). The 

pupils were asked to write a letter to Elliott explaining the purpose of the machine he had 

found (a typewriter). The pupil chose to use instructions in the letter, illustrated them (in the 

original), and edited and proofread it.  
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Key stage 1 English writing training exercise 5  

For the purpose of this training exercise, you should assume that following the discussion 

with the teacher during the moderation visit, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own.  

What are the attributes that indicate this pupil would be working at ‘greater depth within the 

expected standard’? 

Pupil F 

This collection includes: 

A) a story 
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Key stage 1 training exercise 5 

Pupil F – Piece A: a story 

Context: the pupil was given the opportunity to create an adventure story. As an avid reader 

of varied fiction, the pupil took inspiration from the traditional tale of ‘Cinderella’, (classic 

Enid Blyton) and the ‘Baby Aliens’ series (Pamela Butchart). Final versions were published 

in a story book form and displayed in the key stage 1 library. 
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Key stage 1 English writing training exercise 6  

For the purpose of this training exercise, you should assume that following the discussion 

with the teacher during the moderation visit, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own.  

How has Pupil G used both the key aspects of coherence and the increasing understanding 

of purpose to effectively impact on the reader? 

How has Pupil G drawn on their reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar of their 

writing? 

Pupil G 

This collection includes: 

Piece A 

Piece B 

Piece C 

For the purposes of this training, the title and context of each piece of work has been 

removed. 
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Key stage 1 training exercise 6 

Pupil G – Piece A 
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Key stage 1 training exercise 6 

Pupil G – Piece B  
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Key stage 1 training exercise 6 

Pupil G - Piece C 
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Key stage 1 English writing training exercise 7  

For the purpose of this training exercise, you should assume that following the discussion 

with the teacher during the moderation visit, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own.  

Identify: 

● the key aspects of coherence that have supported this 

● how effectively Pupil H has used their understanding of purpose to impact on the 
reader 

● how the pupil may have drawn on their reading when writing 

Pupil H 

This collection includes: 

A) a story extract 

B) an informative article 

C) a diary entry  
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Key stage 1 training exercise 7 

Pupil H – Piece A: a story extract 

Context: after exploring ‘The Disgusting Sandwich’ (Gareth Edwards) as a class, pupils 

wrote their own version of the story.  
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Key stage 1 training exercise 7 

Pupil H – Piece B: an informative article 

Context: as part of their ‘Regal Royal’ topic, pupils read ‘The Queen’s Knickers’ (Nicholas 

Allan). They discussed ideas for a pair of knickers that might be worn at a royal wedding, 

and how they might be protected, before writing an informative article to describe and 

explain their design.  
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Key stage 1 training exercise 7 

Pupil H – Piece C: a diary entry 

Context: as part of their ‘Regal Royal’ topic, pupils explored the royal wedding of Prince 

Harry and Meghan Markle. They were then asked to write a diary entry from the perspective 

of the Queen, incorporating their previous work based on ‘The Queen’s Knickers’ (Nicholas 

Allan).  
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Key stage 1 English writing training exercise 8  

For the purpose of this training exercise, you should assume that following the discussion 

with the teacher during the moderation visit, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own.  

Discuss these pieces against the ‘pupil can’ statement ‘write simple, coherent narratives 

about personal experiences and those of others (real or fictional)’. 

Pupil I 

This collection includes: 

A) a diary entry 

B) a narrative 

C) an argument 
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Key stage 1 training exercise 8 

Pupil I – Piece A: a diary entry 

Context: pupils were inspired by the class novel of ‘The Minpins’ (Roald Dahl). Pupils had to 

imagine they were Billy from The Minpins, who had ventured into the Forest of Sin against 

his mother’s wishes, describing how they felt so the reader could imagine the emotions and 

understand his reasons. 
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Key stage 1 training exercise 8 

Pupil I – Piece B: a narrative 

Context: pupils were inspired by the class novel of ‘The Minpins’ (Roald Dahl). The pupils 

were encouraged to write their own adventure from the perspective of Poppy who had to 

defeat a foe (in this case Mr Freeze).  
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Key stage 1 training exercise 8 

Pupil I – Piece C: an argument 

Context: as part of the topic on ‘Forests’, the pupils watched a news programme on 

deforestation and explored information leaflets explaining the consequences of 

deforestation. The pupils were asked to imagine that they were trying to persuade a logging 

company not to chop down forests. They had to use the facts they had learned to make 

their argument. 

 


