BY JESSICA MOONEY




EYFS CONTEXT

» St James' serves a community in an urban area with high levels of deprivation,
our children arrive at St James’ below average. We have 67 children attending
our early year'’s setting. Our nursery building is separate from the main school

building but both the reception and nursery children share an outdoor learning
space.




St James’ C.E. Primary School
Committed to excellence; inspired by Christ
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,& M. St James' Reception Class @StJamesRecep - Sep 14, 2020
It's lovely getting to know the children through their little treasure boxes-
Sharing their memories, likes and special objects.

SETTLING IN

*\/ideo classroom tour and staff introductions shared with parents
to familiarise the children with the setting

eParent lunch

eTreasure box activity ‘ice breaker’ to get to know the children

eStory time videos
eParent letters

*Induction meetings

eParent groups

Story Time



ESTABLISHING BASELINE ASSESSMENTS 6-8 WEEKS
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INFORMATION AND HOW WE RECORD

Home Corner

areparing a meal n the fome oormer
[eaches 'That lcoks delicious!®

“It"s tomatoes”
Teacher Aoy other inaredients?"

“yeah thaze |pointing to the grapes) and burgerz"
Teacher *Lovsly, | have something sweet to eat after my burger, Who does the cooking in
yaur nouge?"

“My mummy and she helps me to say my prayers at night”

aratendad ta mavs the pan hack and torts an ths hab
Yand guess what | ave brown walls on the outeiss of my housea. |live with my Drother, sister,
murmmy and daddy and ma. My gran comas ta play”

oedan tc sing "Washing the cucumbes’ repeatad iy 45 she rinsed 1hem under the tad

Tapestry is used to record
observations.
Parents can upload home
learning too.

Maths and literacy books

« I

1:-: a great weesend, we baked our Chnstmas cake thinkng

about dfferent massuraments ard comparing hew 8oz flaur locks
differant 10 the sama weight in butter, \We want on some loy

dancng #StJamesRecep
Messy play fun tonight- searching for ketters aad numbers in jally!
found the latters ir his name and so rumbers C-<10 and put

them In order! @ @ @StiamesFecep EStiamesChoriey

Communication between
school and home is
shared on our class

Twitter page.

Ne are fearfuly
nd wendorf I]_|
nade by God
Ne are unigue,

pecal and loved

Interactive subject books

Overviews are shared
through our class page

Home learning book



A little about me...

B is alittle gil who enjoys imaginative play, being
read to and writing. She likes being read to and
her parents shared that she is particularly fond of
Roald Dahl books. She is a confident little gid in
many situations but can also be a little shy at
times. She attends nursery regularly and enjoys
the company of others.

“I'm sorry to say but the cookie are not
ready yet M. Make sure everybody pays
for their cookies!”

Communication and Lanquaqge

B is a good communicator and possesses the
ability to engage in more than one thing at a time.
She follows one and two-step instructions and
asks for clarity when needed. B enjoys having two
way conversations with her friends and likes to
lead the conversation. She enjoys singing and
rhymes and joins in with repeated refrains during
story time. B sometimes uses words such as
‘because’ or 'and’ to extend her sentences. She
likas to lead the play and enjoys delegating and
giving directions to her friends. B often gets super
engrossed in her own ideas and is beginning to
take onboard the ideas of others too. She likes to
be helpful and needs a little encouragement to part
from the adults and play with the children.

B writes all the

letters in her r &

name. She shows > & B:*What

a keen interest in % 1 rhymes with
our rhyming and Ly / leg?”
allitarative : Teacher:
activities. She has “‘Peg?”

an awareness of beginning B: "Yes. What
sounds and rhyming. B is rhymes with
extremely fond of books and sun, | know,
enjoys turning the pages and fun!”

looking at the pictures. She Teacher: "Yes
joins in with repeated refrains or runt”

and loves to select books for B: “hat-cat”
the adults to read. B enjoys M: “ratl”
talking about familiar storias

such as The Three Little Pigs

and sharing her understanding

of the text.

“I like rainbows and I've drawn
my school uniform.”

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
B enjoys leaming alone and in a group. She is not

afraid to initiate activities and shows an interest in
what is happening around her. She enjoys taking an
active role in her group work and role-playing
familiar situations. She possesses a determined
attitude and a keen interest in participating in
teacher-led activities too. She is a sensitive little girl
and prefers ane on one discussions. B is a
conscientious little girl and takes pride in her
activities. She is drawn to children who are a little
more reserved than she is and who have similar
sanses of humour to her.

"Look what i've done, a poppy.”

Teacher: "That's lovely did you not want to
make a red poppy?”

B: “No I've done a purple one to remember
what the animals did in the war”
Teacher:"What did the dogs do?”

B: “They 'brindged’ treats to the soldiers!”

Physical Development
B enjoys mark making and drawing pictures. She
demonstrates a |ateral fripod grasp and shows
preference for her right hand. B
enjoys colouring, writing and is
beginning to show a level of
control when cutting around
objects. B has an awareness of
safaty, she works as part of team
to carry and arrange the blocks
while making obstacle courses outside. B shows
a ‘can do' attitude when putting on her coat and
requires some support in organising her clothing
and dressing into her PE kit.

Mathematics

B enjoys the pace of maths. She recognises amounts to 3 on sight and is beginning to
compare quantities using the language of more, most and the same. B
demanstrates good one to one comrespondence when counting and knows the

' j . g‘ last number reached when counting up to 6 objects tells you how many there

‘ - are. B enjoys experimenting with marks and representing numbers. She
shows an interest in shapes and is particularly fond of making her own simple

repeated patterns through her art work and using the mathematical apparatus.

B spent quite some time at the writing table Understanding the World
outside perfecting her picture.
B: 'Look at my pictura.” B talks about her family passionately. She is naturally
T: "Wow that is an amazing picture, tell me very inquisitive and likes to comment on the aspects
g',' f}?g‘g r|rt1 Suntain.” she has abserved around her. B likes exploring the

TRt i : natural materials in the classroom to make patterns and
T Livom B Wy you Havs venec I aces pictures. She tends to include the features she has

of play dough and coloured them in.” '
B: "That's lava, when it gets hot it comes spotted in books in her own special pieces of work. She

out of the mountain.” has two pets of her own and enjoys leaming about
T: "Ah, so is this a volcano mountain?® animals.

B: "yes.”

B ran inside to show Miss Mooney too.

E; "This is my family. My brother,
mummy, daddy and my two

searching - :
for 1’ in her book. She Embracing learning about penguins dogs. My daddy fits roofs.*

managed fo find it 13 for her hf[”"'"”i'j U:'“s””‘”"d
_ - e avan
|.“>! watched Happy

= ,_
IT&.'F

Expressive Arts and Design

B is an expressive little girl who loves to engage in rale play B was exploring using the felt

activities. She does not shy away from playing a group and tip pens. She said she could

uses props in her play. B is fond of nursery rhymes and maka the colour purpla and

listening to music and moves her body rhythmically. She copied what her friend had

enjoys representing her ideas on paper through her pictures done. She then decided to

and confidently access the writing utensils and resources to make orange, she got the

maRe and create special pieces of work. brown and yellow and was surprised
that she had made a different colour
(maroon). She then found the red and
yellow pens and mixed the two to make

b’ﬁ, “’ | orange!




Communication and language
Listening, attention and
understanding

Teacher: "Do you know what
weaving is?”

B: "Yes it's like when the swan
weaved a twig into her nest” B
mada a link between the weaving
activity and the Stick Man story.

Communication and
Language

Speaking

“I'm going to take my hat,
scarf, gloves, water, coat and

some ear muffs to the Narth
Pole"

. Personal, social and emotional
. Development
Managing Self

. After listening to the story of Jonah and
the Whale, B asked if she could make a
whale. She drew the outline of a whale on
a piece of card but sha looked a little
. disappointed with the outcome, B asked if
. she could draw it again. This time she
perfected the whale's tail before adding
. ayes, a mouth and a blow hola.

Personal, social and emotional

Development
Seif Regulation

B overheard me asking a child to wait
thair turn for the step steol. Without
hesitation she offered it to tha child
that was shorter than her and
explained that she didn't need it.

Communication and language
Ustening, attention and understanding

“I'm doing the top and M Is doing the base." B and M
both spoke through the process of building their castle,
instead of just placing bricks anywhere M showed me a
pyramid shape and said: “This part is the top" B
responded: “We're not going to put that bit on yet, we
aren't done building yet.”

B felt ‘Happy because it didn’t fall down’, however at that
moment a friend accidentally knocked the structure

down. B reacted well and said: “It's okay, will you help me

build it again, pleasa?”
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Persanal, social and emotional
Davelopment
Managing Self

B worked very hard to weave the strips in
and out of the slits to make her Moses
basket. She took on hoard the technique
and listenad carefully to the instructions
before engaging in the activity
independently. Afterwards she offered to
help her friends and she was engaged in
this activity for a good length of time.

. Persanal, social and emotional

Deavelopment

. Building Relationships

| B and her friends stacked the crates to

make an imaginary mountain.

After climbing to the summit a few times, B
challenged herself to jump off the
mountain. She skilfully and confidently

:‘ jumpad off and landed using excallant

balance and coordination skills.
It was lovely to see B taking turns holding

the crates steady for her friend too.

Physical Development
Gross Motor Skills

B demonstrated accurate
underarm throwing as she
aimed and threw the
medium sized ball into the
box.

Physical Development
Gross Motor Skills

B ran at a good speed and
jumped over the hurdles as
she did so.

Literacy
Comprehension

2=
“I've made a map.
We've been reading the
story, ‘We're Going on a Bear Hunt
Pointing to her map B ordered the story
events describing the different settings.
“This is the green grass, the water, icky
mud, the snow storm, the forest- trip trop
then they've gone to the bear's cave.
They were scared, they’'ve gone back
home, they forgot to shut the door.”
T: “What did they all say at the end?”
B replied with expression: “They were
scared! My favourite part of the story is
when they found the bear.”

"m

Mathematics
Number

B showed a fabulous understanding
of part, part, whole. She placed the
correct number of cubes in each
part based on what she could see,
she reiterated the parts in the
problem and announced the whole.
B solved problems involving
numbers 4 and 5.

Physical Development
Gross Motor Skills

B was determined to
perform the longest jump,

Physical Development

she swung her arms

forward for momentum and
did just that! ;
- ®

Physical Development
Fine Motor Skills

B carefully cut around the
circle she had drawn to
make a 'medal’.

Literacy
Writing

B's book...
“I've made a front cover
and back cover and that's |

what it is called"”
Teacher: "Is that the title?”

|

B: “Yeah, this is a bit about the story on

the back”

Teacher: “The blurb?”

B: “Yeah. It's called ‘No don't You do

that Baby'."

Page 1: “She go in mummy's bed”
“‘Go back to bed'. ‘No’ said

: “You have to go baby, ‘no’ she
: “She went to the toilet and had

: “The end’

Mathematics
Number

B recalled number bonds to 5 from
memory. She used the number
balance to check her answers.

QY8

Fine motor Skills

Not a Stick

Mathematics

B drew around

the 2D shapes

to make her

wonderiul shape

picturc. B named all of the shages
on her gicture axd described scme
of their properties.

(Including the three shapes we
introduced today, octagon,
pentagcn and haxagon.)

Understanding of the World
The Natural World

B drew a map of the polar
regions. She included an orca,

polar bear, penguin and a blue
whala. Sha wrnta tha initial sound

for each polar animal.

Understanding of the world
The Naturai World

Understanding of the World
The Natural World

“I like autumn because all the
leaves fall down and they start
to turn different colours like
yellow, brown, gold and |
actually saw a green one on
the fbor.”

Ex ve Art
Being imaginative

B adapted the Gruffalo story...

“A mouse took a stroll in the deep dark
wocod, the fox saw a mouse and the mouse
looked good. Where are you going to little
brown mouse? I'm having tea with a
Gruffalo. A Gruffalo, what's a Gruffao? Why
didn’t you know, he has purple prickles all
over his back! A mouse took a stroll through
the deep dark wooc, the bear saw the
mouse and the mouse looked good Come
and have dinner in my cave house!”

Mathematics
Numerical Patterns

After our maths input today, B chose
to independently write her own D-20
number line. She planned to cover
some o' the numbers tc play the
‘missing number game’

with a friend. She

rushed outside to show

me their work.

Understanding of the World
Peoplea, Cultures and Communities

“I can use these now” referring to the Chopaticka in the
Chinese restaurant role play). “My friend eats with his hand
and | use a knife and fork™ B was discussing her Muslim
family friand

Understanding of the World

People, Cultures and
Communities

while walking around the school
field B spoke about the trees
having few leaves because of the God”
tima of year. She alzo spoka

about a nest she had spottad in

the trees. Additionzlly, B spotted

houses and a newly plantad

‘baony tree’.

‘A Vicar teaches us about

Expressive Arts and Design
Creating with Materials

B is very proud of her purse. She folded
the paper and secured the edges using
masking tape, added string which
enatled her to wear her ‘bac’ and cut a
slit into the paper and slid the paperinto
it to secure the fnap.

Expressive Arts and Design
Creating with Materials

Making an lgad.

“That's when you goright, that's when
you go left, that's when you turn and
that's when vou go straight. f you press
this you go back to the start.”




