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EYFS CONTEXT 

▸ St James’ serves a community in an urban area with high levels of deprivation, 
our children arrive at St James’ below average. We have 67 children attending 
our early year’s setting. Our nursery building is separate from the main school 
building but both the reception and nursery children share an outdoor learning 
space.



GATHERING INFORMATION
•Liaise with preschool settings regarding the child’s development, 
interests and needs  
•Converse with parents about the child’s overall attitude about 
beginning school and their child’s likes/dislikes 
•Preschool visits  
•Transition conversations with teachers/key workers  
•Transition days  
•Parent/child perspective ‘I can…’ booklets and aspects they find 
difficult

Preschool Setting 
Transition Document

Child Booklet 



SETTLING IN
•Video classroom tour and staff introductions shared with parents 
to familiarise the children with the setting  
•Parent lunch 
•Treasure box activity ‘ice breaker’ to get to know the children 
•Story time videos 
•Parent letters  
•Induction meetings 
•Parent groups 

Story TimeStory Time



•Practitioners set up the 
class room with accessible and familiar 
activities and resources-home corner, 
construction boxes, small world figures, play 
dough, water tubs.  Children are encouraged 
to choose and taught about sensible amounts, 
sharing and turn-taking. Teachers introduce the 
learning environment and observe how the 
children respond to the rules and boundaries 
of the classroom. 

• When the children are 
settled they are encouraged to utilise the 
resources and equipment in expressing their own 
creative talents. Practitioners observe the children 
accessing these activities and interact with them. 
This gives good insight into the child’s attention, 
concentration, communication, attitudes and their 
creative abilities. Notes are written up afterwards 
not in the moment.

•Adults observe attitude’s towards learning when the 
children are accessing the provision and levels of 
play including their ability to interact with other 
children. Attitudes towards group tasks are 
observed, e.g. setting up obstacle courses outside. 
Levels of independence are monitored, for example 
can they use the resources appropriately or do they 
need showing first before they engage in the task 
independently? Do they need to be directed 
throughout the task or do they show some 
independence? Are they reliant on the adult to do 
everything for them or do they show some initiative? 
Do they always need the adult’s attention or do they 
show some levels of independence? 

• Some children show repetitive behaviours, 
consequently their abilities in some areas might 
not be clear. For example some children 
repeatedly choose the same ‘chasing’ games 
outside or construct the same models in the 
building area.  ‘Mini-Me’s’ are introduced and the 
children are encouraged to choose a different 
area to play in the classroom. This is the 
practitioners opportunity to home in on the ares 
of learning that need clarity for example do they 
contribute ideas to the role play? Can they 
choose a book for the adult to read? Can they 
respond to what they hear and keep the play 
going in the small world area?

•By this point relationships are formed and the 
children generally feel relaxed and trust the 
adults in the classroom. Adult-initiated activities 
are introduced to address gaps in our 
assessments, e.g. scissor/pencil control, phonics 
and mathematical abilities. 

‣Small group ‘listening’ 
activities are introduced such as the 
‘Treasure Box’ activity to encourage 
interaction, communication, turn-taking and 
sharing skills.

ESTABLISHING BASELINE ASSESSMENTS 6-8 WEEKS 

Slimmed-down 
timetable to allow for uninterrupted 

learning. Group work includes 
phonics/reading/circle time/counting 



Classroom Areas
Reading Area

Small World

Writing 
Construction

Creative Area

PROVISION 



Tapestry is used to record 
observations.  

Parents can upload home 
learning too.

Communication between 
school and home is 
shared on our class 

Twitter page.

INFORMATION AND HOW WE RECORD 

Overviews are shared 
through our class page

Interactive subject books

Maths and literacy books

Home learning book 



BASELINE ON TRACK 



END OF YEAR ON TRACK 


