EYFS — Home/School Learning Opportunities to Promote Understanding of the World

Area of learning : Understanding the World

Other linky -

Opportunities [Ideas [ Activities: working scientifically, geographical awareness, historical
awareness, fomilies and community

Activities for scientific exploration and inwvestigation.

Play ‘what's inthe box’ feely game - make o hole in ov
cawrdbooard box - put inv oy object (key, ball, cotton wool,
spoon straw) - use words to- describe how the object feels
before sawying what it is... hawd, smooth, round; soft, bendy,
bumpy, etc.

Play ‘guess the smelll game - select food/objects/ materials
withv v smell (chocolate, coffee, lemon, fabric softener, cheese,
mint) use a blind fold and guess the smell.

Plant av sunflower seed - talk about suny soil,; water to-help it
to-grow. Care for seed, and plant in big pot or gawdes when
it grows. Talk about the plant pauty - stemy, leaves, roots,
flower head; petals; etc.

Make o mini beast house invthe gorden/yord - place empty
plant /yoghuut pot/cordboord, old fabric inapile inv v
corner and leawve for afew days. Cawefully move paut of the
pile and take o look - what is living in the mini-beast house?
Seawrch onw google to-find out more about the creatwre/s. Take
a photograph or draw apicture to- show your teacher.

Play what iy it made of 7" game around your houwse or o
youwr daily walk. How moawvy things couv yow spot made of
plaustic, metal;, wood, glass, cowrdboard; fabric. Make o List.
Onwa sy day play ‘don't stand o my shadow’ withvav
family member - runw awround moving your shadow - try to-
stop youwr pavtner from standing ow it - if they do- it’s their
twn to-hawe av go- Using whole body or hands make shadow
puppels.....what cowv yow make?

Aot’wvt’wyfbr geographical awoweness.

Ow yowr daily walk or fromv different windows inv your
house what cowv yow see? Make ov list of all the physical
features such as grass, field, hedge, hill, mountain, sea
river, woods, etc. Make av list of all the huwmown featwres -
buiddings including houses, shops, chuurch, mosque;
school; road, motorway, fences/gates; traffic lights,
pedestrion crossings; bridge; railway lines, street signs;
etc.

o  Drow a map of your street, or the journey yow make ow
your daily walk....include all the things yow see.

o Drow the layout of your house - what rooms do-yow have
upstairy and doww stairs? Drow yowr kitchew /bedroomy
[lounge - what furniture do-yow hawve? Where iy the door
and the window?

e Look at yowr story books to- see if yow can find different
places - seaside; countryside; town, city, woods; fowrm,
%00; pawk. How many different places did yow find?

o Play ‘what do yowfind at the seaside’ game - take turng
with family members to- name something yow would see
at the seaside - how many did yow find? Play this for
other places - your street, the city, under the sea; the
Jungle, onthe fowrm; etc.

e Make o weather chowt - make o simple chowt and drow av
weather symbol for the different weather invav davy /week -
sy, cloudy, windy, raining; thunder. Make up your
oww symboly and make up symbols for cold, warm, hot.
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Activities for historical awareness:

Drow apicture/timeline to-show the things yow do-duwring
the day - morning; afternoon; evening - include mealtimes;
school work; plavy, gaumes; daily exercise, calls to-family
members, and other activities.

Play atime word game - what did I do-yesterday? What ouwn
I doing today? What amv I going to-do-tomorrow? E.¢-
‘yesterday I rang my Nana, today I o playing in gawrderv
and tomorrow I am going to- make cakes.

With v family member drow av family tree - include parents,
grondpovent! great grandparenty aunts/uncles and cousing
- extend the tree as four as yow cor.

Think of some questions yow cowv ask o family member -
pavent/grandparent/aunt or uncle - about whew they were av
child - fovourite food /toy/game/place they visited
/holiday/jobs at home, etc. Face time or call o foumily
member and interview them /ask questions with the help of o
fomily member.

Make o time capsule and put it invthe gordew /local
commumnity - include a drowing and some items that relate
to-the time they howve been at home during lockdown.

Activities for culture and commumnity awareness:

o Find out about the jobs of family members/people the
children know, including people in the commumnity, at
school; etc. Talk about

e Make abox of things that ave special to-them - ask other
family members to-do-the saume and talk about why they
are special.

e Make a book [/ draw pictures of the special things they
howve done whilst they have been at home during
COVID19 lockdown.

o Talk about the special things that they and other people
hove beenw doing to-help each other duwring the COVID 19
lockdoww - clapping for NHS / drawing and displaying
rainbowy inv windows/ adding pictures and models to-
community faivy gawdens, sending messages to-their
grandporents, teachers and friends; etc. Talk about
people they might hawve seen onvthe news - e.g. Captain
Tomv Moove, and other people intheir local community.

o Talk about the celebrations and eventy that have
happened invthe fomily, conummuunity or wider world
during lockdoww - bivthdays, VE day, births, etc. how did
they celebrate these/ why awe they special?

Websites to- support some of these activities:
hetps://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/nature-detectives/

httby//www ltborg/uk/r%owo%/bag/_gardwwng{ including loty of other outdoor activities - ‘map yowr pat:

Med/toplay’ ‘fairy gawvdew ‘cloud

hetps://www.bbc.co- uk/bitesize/ovticles/s z,ksll-kmw actvities to- support geographical awaweness with the Go-Jetters; Scientific
wcploratmwwﬂvkutwmd?up and leawrrv new things about the world withy ‘Maddie’s Do-Yow Know.
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https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/nature-detectives/
https://www.ltl.org.uk/resources/bag-gardening/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zks4kmn

