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Yarrow Valley Nursery - Brenda Foster, Manager of Y arrow Valley Nursery 
 
AIM 
At the beginning of this project Brenda felt that child initiated play was going well within the 
nursery. Continuous provision was well established, staff fully trained, and resources were 
constantly updated. The staff did feel however that they would like to do more to help parents 
realise the value of their children’s play.  They wanted to involve parents in the process of 
gathering information about their children and were then hoping to use this knowledge to 
support children’s play within the setting. 
 
ACTION 
Learning stories were already part of normal observations and these were shared with parents. 
As a result, parents were familiar with the format of the learning stories. Four parents were 
asked to try to capture their own stories at home. They were given a camera and instructions 
and asked to ensure that they followed their child’s own choice of play rather than set anything 
up for them. They were encouraged to write down what happened and what the children said. 
 
Information and photographs the parents sent in were gathered and presented in the same 
format as their own learning stories and linked to the curriculum. As with nursery versions, staff 
then talked about the child’s learning and interests at weekly staff meetings and considered next 
steps and implications for nursery. 
 
They then followed up the children’s interests. For example Lucy had shown a keen interest in 
babies/dollies in her story. They organised a visit by a mother and her baby whom she bathed in 
the setting. The role play area was also set up with a baby bath and changing mat for all the 
children to use. 
 
IMPACT 
Parents were asked if they noticed anything as a result of what we had done together. It 
emerged from Lucy’s mum that she had enhanced her ability to interact with younger children. 
Mum was really pleased to report that she had noticed a dramatic change in the way Lucy dealt 
with other children now. Staff felt that the play and discussions following the visit from our baby 
had helped Lucy consider the needs of younger children and she had become much more 
considerate and sensitive to others.  
As a result of the involvement of Lucy’s mum, staff were able to home in on another area of her 
interest and provide an excellent learning opportunity for her at nursery. The provision made for 
Lucy also benefited other children within the setting who thoroughly enjoyed the role play and 
baby visit. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
“We feel that our ‘home’ learning stories have been a great success, and we will now roll out the 
pilot to all parents. We hope that each child will have at least 1 home learning story captured 
within the year they spend with us. We will continue to involve all staff in meetings to discuss 
the child’s learning from the stories and use this to plan for future learning opportunities.” 

 (Brenda Foster) 
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Lucy’s home learning story 
Lucy was playing at home and mummy took some photog raphs 
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