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4 In a Row 
A game for 2 players 

You will need: 

 A game board 
 Counters 
 Calculator 

Instructions 

Player 1 places a counter on a number on the game board, e.g. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They must now say either: 
 the number that is one more than the number that their counter is on 

or 
 the number that is one less than the number that their counter is on 
 
e.g. Player 1’s counter is on ‘6’ so they must say either: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
They check their answer by using either practical equipment or a calculator. 
If they are correct they keep their counter on ‘6’ on the game board. 
If they are incorrect they remove their counter. 
 

Player 2 then takes a turn. 
 

Play continues in turns. The winner is the player to place four counters in a row 
horizontally, vertically or diagonally. 
 
If the game board is filled without anyone getting four in a row, the winner is the player 
with the most counters on the board. 

Seven Five 

or 
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Information for Parents/Carers 

The variations of this game are designed to support both place value and calculation 
skills. Encourage your child to calculate mentally if possible, although they are required 
to check their answers before they can leave the counter in play. For younger children, 
counting out equipment such as sweets, dried beans or building blocks, then adding 
one more or removing one is a very useful way of checking. 

As a guide to which version of the game to play with your child: 

EYFS: Using game board 1; saying 1 more or 1 less than the chosen number 
            Check using practical equipment or a calculator 

Year 1: Using game board 2; saying 10 more or 10 less than the chosen number 
             Check using a calculator 

Year 2: Using game board 2; saying 9 more or 9 less than the chosen number 
              Check using a calculator 

Year 3: Using game board 3; saying their chosen number divided by 10  
              Check using a calculator 

Year 4: Using game board 4; saying their chosen number divided by 100 
               Check using a calculator 

Years 5 and 6: Using game board 5; saying their chosen number divided by 1000 
                            Check using a calculator 

 

To see this game in action, you can watch it on the LPDS YouTube channel here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p481U0Axrj8 
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Game board 1 
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Game board 2 
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Game board 3 
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Game board 4 
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Game board 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


