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Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2

You Are Here

Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality [KS1]
A local history study [KS2]

This publication has been developed by Lancashire Archives in partnership with
Lancashire Professional Development Service.

Old maps are a key historical source and interpreting them is an important skill in
historical enquiry.

A local perspective can make looking at maps more personal, more relevant and the
associated thinking and questioning more animated and enjoyable. Children are far
more likely to fully engage with old maps if they are connected with them in some
way. That is why Lancashire Archives and Lancashire Professional Development
Service are developing these resources with a focus on the area where your schools
are located.

Exploring these sources together will provide you with lots of opportunities to
address the local history requirements of the National Curriculum. Local maps from
different dates provide a great visual overview of the ever-changing local context
and lots of points from which to dig down into the past.

Children can gain information just by looking at objects e.g. maps very carefully. Such
activities stimulate interest, curiosity and motivation. The suggested activities are all
based around discussion, devising questions, undertaking research and developing
considered answers. Careful assessment of the children’s ability should be
undertaken by the teacher during the discussion; independent thinking and learning
will be occurring. Whilst historical knowledge is socially constructed and
communicated, children should also have the opportunity to organise and
communicate their findings at the end of the sequence so that their learning gains
coherence. Pupils should use their understanding of history to help them decide how
to organise and present their ideas most effectively.

A flexible approach, with a focus on progression, means that these resources can be
used with Years 1 to 6.
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For further information, please contact:

Lancashire Archives
Bow Lane

Preston

England

PR1 2RE

Tel: 01772 533 039

Email: archives@lancashire.gov.uk

Web: https://new.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/archives-
and-record-office/

Twitter:  @lanchistory

Lancashire Professional Development Service
The Centre for Learning Excellence

Woodlands Conference Centre

Southport Road

Chorley

PR7 1QR

Tel: 01257 516100

Email: Ipds@lancashire.gov.uk
Web: www.lancashire.gov.uk/Ipds

Twitter:  @lancslpds

Not to scale. © Crown copyright. LCC Licence No. 100023320 2020.





