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FOR COVID 19: NOTE AND FLOWCHART FOR CARE HOMES.
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This note and flowchart has been created for care homes to simplify and clarify existing
national guidance on discharge into care homes (published in December), particularly in
relation to people who have tested positive for COVID-19.

Key roles of care homes

Key roles of hospitals (in the context of interacting

Care home manager has the absolute discretion
to accept or decline a resident depending on their
local context and subsequently whether to isolate
that individual on admission.

Care home manager should review the
discharge summary information, in conjunction
with NHS clinical support to care homes if
required, to satisfy themselves that due process
has been followed in the clinical assessment and
decision-making.

If any information in the discharge summary
information is missing or unclear, the care home
manager should seek clarification from the
hospital before accepting a resident.

Care home manager should ensure the care
home follows its own infection prevention and
control procedures.

Care home manager must ensure that the care
home is operating within the margins of its
organisation’s indemnity insurance.

with care homes)
Hospital discharge team must not put undue
pressure on a care home to accept a resident.

Clinical team should ensure that the time-stamped
reported COVID-19 test result of the individual is
included in the discharge summary information.

Clinical team should provide detailed information
about the clinical assessment and decision-making in
the discharge summary information. This should state
clearly whether or not the person is considered
infectious and therefore whether or not it is necessary
to discharge them to a designated setting. It should
also include details of the individual's previous COVID
symptomology (including date of onset of symptoms)
and severity.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-settings-for-people-discharged-to-a-care-home/discharge-into-care-homes-designated-settings

DISCHARGE INTO CARE HOMES FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19:
FLOWCHART FOR CARE HOMES

The individual tested positive for COVID 19 on a PCR test

Questions:
O Is the individual fully recovered from COVID 19 and medically fit for discharge?
O Has the individual completed 14 days of self-isolation'?

[0 Has the individual been free of new COVID 19 symptoms2?

O Has the individual been free from new COVID 19 exposure®?
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"Yes" to all "No" to one or more

The individual MAY pose a COVID 19 infection risk

The individual is NOT a COVID The individual can be discharged to ANY care home that is able
19 infection risk and can be to cohort or provide appropriate isolation
discharged to any care home OR

No requirement for pre

. : o, . :
discharge COVID 19 test. The Discharged to designated setting* to complete 14 day isolation

individual should be tested 90 period
days followmg Ll No requirement for pre discharge COVID 19 test. Individual
positive test result should be tested 90 days following initial COVID 19 positive test

result

!Self Isolation — Click Here for more information
2New COVID 19 symptoms — Click here for more information
3COVID 19 Exposure — Click here for more information

“ Designated setting — Click here for more information
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-stepdown-of-infection-control-precautions-within-hospitals-and-discharging-covid-19-patients-from-hospital-to-home-settings/guidance-for-stepdown-of-infection-control-precautions-and-discharging-covid-19-patients
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-care-homes/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-care-homes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings#patient-exposures-in-hospital
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-settings-for-people-discharged-to-a-care-home/discharge-into-care-homes-designated-settings

