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CRIME IN LANCASHIRE 

Summary 

Patterns of crime over the last two years have been substantially affected by the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and government restrictions on social contact. 
While periods of national lockdown have seen decreases in the incidence of many 
types of crime, fraud and computer misuse offences have not followed a lockdown-
related pattern and have increased substantially. 
 
Since restrictions were lifted following the third national lockdown in early 2021, 
police recorded crime data show indications that certain offence types are returning 
to or exceeding the levels seen before the pandemic. While violence and sexual 
offences recorded by the police have exceeded pre-coronavirus pandemic levels, 
theft offences and robbery remain at a lower level despite increases over the last 
twelve months.  
 
Crime against households and adults using data from police recorded crime and the 
Telephone-operated Crime Survey for England and Wales includes the impact of the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic on crime and people’s perceptions of crime during 
the April 2021 to March 2022 interview periods. 
 
The latest estimates show that approximately 8 in 10 adults did not experience any of 
the crimes asked about in the TCSEW in the year ending March 2022 (Chart 1). The 
likelihood of being a victim of crime varied by crime type, with fraud having the 
highest proportion of victims (8%), followed by computer misuse (3%), and vehicle-
related theft (3%). 
 
Chart 1: The likelihood of being a victim of crime varies by crime type 

 

 
 

Notes: 1. Data from the TCSEW are published as Experimental Statistics. 
2. Percentages for violence, robbery, theft from the person, fraud and computer misuse are quoted for adults. Percentages for 
domestic burglary and criminal damage are quoted for households. Percentage for vehicle-related theft and bicycle theft are 

quoted for vehicle or bicycle owning households. 
3. For all TCSEW crime, including fraud and computer misuse, this is the estimated percentage of adults who have been a 
victim of at least one personal crime or have been resident in a household that was a victim of at least one household crime.  

 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales 
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CRIME IN LANCASHIRE 

The Lancashire picture 

All crime 

Police recorded crime (excluding fraud) for the 12 months ending March 22 shows an 
increase in England and Wales of 16%, compared with the previous 12 months. 
Lancashire-14 has seen an increase of 16% (19,693 crimes). 
 
Table 1: Recorded crime (excluding fraud) in the Lancashire-14 area 
  

Year 

Recorded 
crime 

(excluding 
fraud) 

Percentage 
change on 
previous 

year 

2012/13 92,357 -5.4% 

2013/14 95,372 3.3% 

2014/15 92,559 -2.9% 

2015/16 97,112 4.9% 

2016/17 107,610 10.8% 

2017/18 127,028 18.0% 

2018/19 165,368 30.0% 

2019/20 143,736 -12.8% 

2020/21 119,796 -16.6% 

2021/22 139,489 16.4% 
 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime in England & Wales, 2021/22 

 
These changes need to be seen in the context of the focus on the quality of crime 
recording by the police in recent years. This follows inspections of forces by Her 
Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (HMICFRS), 
the Public Administration Select Committee inquiry into crime statistics, and the UK 
Statistics Authority’s decision to remove the National Statistics designation from 
police recorded crime statistics in 2014. Lancashire Constabulary introduced a new 
crime recording system in November 2018. 
 
Crime in Lancashire makes up 17.7% of crime in the North West and 2.6% of all 
recorded crimes in England and Wales. The Lancashire rate is 92 offences per 1,000 
population (79.4 per thousand in 2020/21 and 96 per thousand in 2019/20). This is 
the 3rd highest rate in the North West, below Greater Manchester (124.3) and 
Merseyside (115.6). Cheshire is in 4th place (84.6) and Cumbria (74.4) in 5th place 
with the lowest rate. Lancashire crime is above the England and Wales rate of 89.3 
per 1,000 population. 
 

  

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/policeforceareadatatables
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/police-forces/lancashire/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/police-forces/lancashire/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
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CRIME IN LANCASHIRE 

Types of offence 

In 12 months ending March 2022, victim-based crime represented 86% of all 
recorded crime in Lancashire-14, with miscellaneous crimes against society 14%. 
Violence against the person were the highest volume, followed by theft offences. 
 

Chart 2: Percentage of all recorded crime in Lancashire-14 
 

  
 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime in England & Wales, 2021/22 

 

Change within offence type 

Table 2: Percentage change 2021 to 2022 
 

PERCENTAGE CHANGE 2021/22 

Offence type Lancashire England and Wales 

Possession of weapons offences 20 10 

Drug offences -14 -16 

Robbery 13 11 

Violence against the person 19 18 

Theft offences 14 15 

Criminal damage and arson 15 13 

Miscellaneous crimes against society 16 2 

Sexual offences 34 32 

Public order offences 24 24 
 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime in England & Wales, 2021/22 
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CRIME IN LANCASHIRE 

Sexual offences had the highest percentage increase of all selected increased at 
34%, in contrast to an increase nationally (32%). 

Drug offences decreased by -14% in Lancashire-14, this compares to decreases 
shown for England and Wales (-16%) and the North West (-13%). The largest 
decrease in the North West was Cheshire (-13%) and the lowest Merseyside (-9%). 
 
Violence against the person crimes increased in Lancashire-14 by 19% to 61,244. 
This is similar to the England and Wales average increase of 18%. However, in the 
North West, Greater Manchester had the highest increase of 37%,  
 
There were 16 homicide crimes recorded in Lancashire-14 in 2021/22, a decrease 
from 22 recorded in 2020/21. 
 
Violence with injury increased by 26% in Lancashire-14, higher to that seen in 
England and Wales (22%). Greater Manchester (37%) had the largest increase in the 
North West, followed by Cumbria (33%).  
 
There were 293 assault attendances at Lancashire NHS hospitals for the year 
ending March 2021, where the weapon was recorded as a sharp object, according to 
data supplied by TIIG1 This is an increase of 21% as there were 243 for the year 
ending March 2021. 
 
Knife and sharp implement crimes increased by 17.7% in 2021/22 compared with 
2020/21. This increase was similar to the North West change (18.2%) but 
significantly higher than the England and Wales change (10%). 5% of crimes 
involved knife and sharp implements in the year ending March 2022, which equated 
to 1,039 crimes. 
 
Sexual offences showed an increase of 34% in Lancashire-14, compared to that 
seen nationally (32%).  
 
In the year ending March 2022, Lancashire recorded 1,647 crimes flagged as child 
sexual abuse and 388 crimes flagged as child sexual exploitation. 
 
The Telephone-operated Crime Survey for England and Wales (TSCEW) showed 
that 24% of adults personally witnessed or experienced anti-social behaviour 
(ASB) in their area in the last 12 months. There were 66,955 incidents of ASB in 
Lancashire April 2021 to March 2022 recorded by Lancashire Constabulary. A rate of 
44 per 1,000 population, significantly above the England and Wales rate of 21 and 
the North West rate of 23 
 
 

 
¹Attempted murder, threats to kill, actual bodily harm & grievous bodily harm, robbery, rape, sexual assault 
² There are known under-recording issues with NHS weapon recording and as there is some variation between 
different hospital trusts on their completion rates for this indicator. 
 

http://www.tiig.info/
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CRIME IN LANCASHIRE 

Estimates from the TCSEW also showed that there were 4.5 million fraud offences 
in the year ending March 2022, a 25% increase compared with the year ending 
March 2021.  
 
There were 7,195 fraud and computer misuse offences in Lancashire 2021/22, a 
decrease of 13% on the previous 12 months. This decrease was higher than England 
and Wales (10%) but slightly lower than North West (15%) – Source National Fraud 
Intelligence Bureau. 
 
In Lancashire-14, theft offences increased by 14% overall with theft from the person 
increased by 64% and shoplifting increased by 36%. These increases were driven by 
national lockdown restrictions lifting with non-essential shops and the night-time 
economy re-opening. 
 
 
Table 3: Recorded police crime by offence group, Lancashire-14 2021/22 
 

  Offence category 

Lancashire-14 North West  
England & 

Wales 

2021/22 Rate¹ 
% change 
2020/21-
2021/22 

Rate¹ 
% change 
2020/21-
2021/22 

Rate 

% 
change 

2020/21-
2021/22 

V
ic

ti
m

-b
a
s
e
d
 

Violence against the 
person 

61,244 40.4 18.5 44.0 27.9 35.2 18.5 

Sexual offences 5,259 3.5 34.3 3.7 35.1 3.3 31.6 

Robbery 1,030 0.7 13.2 1.1 21.5 1.1 11.1 

Theft offences 35,795 23.6 14.3 25.9 19.4 25.1 15.2 

Criminal damage and 
arson 

17,179 11.3 14.8 10.8 14.2 8.9 13.0 

O
th

e
r 

c
ri
m

e
s
 Drug offences 2,659 1.8 -13.6 3.3 -13.3 3.0 -15.6 

Possession of weapons 
offences 

1,458 1.0 20.4 1.0 13.9 0.8 9.9 

Public order offences 11,385 7.5 23.8 14.6 40.7 10.0 24.2 

Miscellaneous crimes 
against society 

3,480 2.3 15.8 2.5 11.0 1.9 2.2 

  
Total recorded crime 
(excluding fraud) 

139,489 92.0 16.9 106.8 23.6 89.3 15.9 

 
Note 1: Rate per 1,000 population, based on 2020 mid-year estimates.  
 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime in England & Wales, 2021-22 

 
  

https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/what-is-national-fraud-intelligence-bureau
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/what-is-national-fraud-intelligence-bureau
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2021
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CRIME IN LANCASHIRE 

Hate crime (data on hate crime is published mid-Oct) 

Hate crime is defined as ‘any criminal offence which is perceived, by the victim or any 
other person, to be motivated by hostility or prejudice towards someone based on a 
personal characteristic.’ This common definition was agreed in 2007 by the police, 
Crown Prosecution Service, Prison Service (now the National Offender Management 
Service) and other agencies that make up the criminal justice system. There are five 
centrally monitored strands of hate crime: 

• race or ethnicity 

• religion or beliefs 

• sexual orientation 

• disability 

• transgender identity 

 
Official data from 2021/22 shows that there has been an increase in hate crime in 
Lancashire of 10%. This increase is much lower than the 26% increase seen in 
England and Wales as a whole.  
 
The large rise in 2017/18 is ascribed to changes in recording practices following 
Lancashire's Crime Data Integrity inspection.  Whereas previously some of these 
crimes would have been closed off as ASB incidents, the view is now that if the 
complainant was concerned enough to phone the police, then the threshold for 
criminality has been crossed so Lancashire are recording them as crime. Also, 
partnership working under the Lancashire wide Hate Crime Strategy and more 
understanding around the issue has increased confidence in reporting. 
 
Table 4: Total number of offences and annual percentage change 
 

 
 
Source: Home Office - Hate crime, England and Wales, 2021 to 2022 (data on hate crime is published mid-Oct) 
 

Year Number 
of 
offences 

Annual 
percentage 
change 

2013/14 1,103 
 

2014/15 881 -20.1% 

2015/16 826 -6.2% 

2016/17 1,076 30.3% 

2017/18 2,105 95.6% 

2018/19 2,836 34.7% 

2019/20 2,395 -15.6% 

2020/21 2,578 7.6% 

2021/22 2,834 9.9% 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2021-to-2022
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CRIME IN LANCASHIRE 

While variations in hate crime over the last five years have been mainly driven by 
changes in crime recording by the police, there has been spikes in hate crime 
following certain events such as the EU Referendum and recent terrorist attacks2. 
 
Race related hate crimes make up 68% of the total. Small numbers mean that annual 
variances can be quite large. 
 
 
Table 5: Monitored hate crimes, Lancashire-14 2021/22 
 

Strand Number 

Race or ethnicity 1,973 

Religion or beliefs 120 

Sexual orientation 522 

Disability 193 

Transgender identity 108 

Total number of motivating factors 2,916 

 
 

 
 
Source: Lancashire Constabulary 
 
 
 

  

 
¹Forces may collect wider hate crime data; these are not centrally monitored by the Home Office. 
2 Westminster attack March 2017; Manchester Arena bombing May 2017; London Bridge attack June 2017; 
Finsbury Park attack, June 2017, Parsons Green bombing, September 2017, London Bridge stabbing November 
2019, Reading stabbings June 2020, MP Sir David Amess murder October 2021, Liverpool Women's Hospital 
bombing November 2021 

Race or 
ethnicity, 68%

Religion or 
beliefs, 4%

Sexual 
orientation, 

18%

Disability, 7%

Transgender 
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CRIME IN LANCASHIRE 

Geographic patterns 

Recorded crime data has been published for “Community Safety Partnerships” 
(CSP), year ending March 2022.  
 
The availability of such data as well as that from the TCSEW/CSEW clearly indicates 
that crime is not evenly distributed across England and Wales and that geographic 
patterns and concentrations of offences also vary across crime types. 

Similar considerations also apply in Lancashire where a very diverse pattern of 
recorded crime distribution is apparent between community safety partnership areas. 
This may be illustrated by the chart of all crime below: 

 
Chart 3:  Recorded crime rate per 1,000 population/households for headline offences, 
by CSP area, year ending March 2022 
 

 
 
Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS) 

 

The highest rates (all above the national average), are found in urban areas with high 
concentrations of deprivation. Blackpool at 171 offences per 1,000 population heads 
the table and has the third highest crime rate of any CSP in England and Wales. 
Westminster has the highest (225) and Middlesborough second highest (183). 

Blackpool CSP has the highest rate for Violence against the Person (79) and the 
highest for Sexual Offences of any CSP in England and Wales.  

Burnley has the second highest rate in the Lancashire-14 area, 129 offences per 
1,000 population and is ranked 16th of CSPs for total recorded crime. Blackpool and 
Burnley are also in the worst 10% of CSPs for violence against the person. 
Blackpool, Burnley and South Ribble in the worst 10% for criminal damage and 
arson. 
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CRIME IN LANCASHIRE 

Conversely, the lowest crime rates in the Lancashire-14 area are to be found in 
Ribble Valley, West Lancashire and Fylde, three relatively prosperous districts each 
ranked amongst the “least deprived” in England. Ribble Valley is predominantly rural 
and one of the safest places in England and Wales. The district has the joint 2nd  
lowest rate (38) for total recorded crime (excluding fraud) in England and Wales 
together with Wealden, Mid Suffolk and North Kesteven. Isles of Scilly has the lowest 
(25). 

 

About the data 

Lancashire-14 crime statistics are derived from an annual publication 'Crime in 
England and Wales' that combines the reporting of police recorded crime and the 
Crime Survey for England and Wales.  
 
The Telephone-operated Crime Survey for England and Wales (TCSEW) began data 
collection on 20 May 2020 to capture trends in crime while normal face-to-face 
interviewing was suspended because of restrictions on social contact during the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. This is the last time that estimates of crime will 
be produced from the TCSEW. The year ending June 2022 will see a return to 
estimates based on the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW), following the 
return to face-to-face interviewing in October 2021. For more information, please 
refer to the Centre for Crime and Justice progress update for 2022. 
 
Although the TCSEW was set up in a short timeframe in response to developing 
world events, findings from a comparability study showed that TCSEW estimates are 
comparable with CSEW estimates with the use of newly created comparable 
datasets. However, TCSEW estimates cannot be compared with the year ending 
March 2021 CSEW estimates because of overlapping reporting periods for some 
respondents. 
 
For more information see ONS Crime in England and Wales Quality and 
Methodology Information report. 

  

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/crimeinenglandandwalesqmi
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/crimeinenglandandwalesqmi
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CRIME IN LANCASHIRE 

Further information 

A separate research monitor, prison populations, covers criminal justice 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/prison-population-figures-2020. 
 
Fraud - http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/fraud-statistics 
 
News article – "Which? exposes fraud hotspots across England and Wales". 
https://press.which.co.uk/whichpressreleases/which-exposes-fraud-hotspots-across-
england-and-wales/ 
 
Hate crime - https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hate-crime-statistics 
 
ONS article - The impact of crime on victims and society: March 2022 
 
ONS statistical bulletin - Crime in England and Wales: year ending March 2022 
 
ONS related links - Guide to finding crime statistics 
 
UK Parliament House of Commons Library research briefing - Terrorism in Great 
Britain: the statistics (published July 2022) 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/lancashire-insight/community-safety/justice.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/prison-population-figures-2020
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/resources
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/resources
https://press.which.co.uk/whichpressreleases/which-exposes-fraud-hotspots-across-england-and-wales/
https://press.which.co.uk/whichpressreleases/which-exposes-fraud-hotspots-across-england-and-wales/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hate-crime-statistics
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/theimpactofcrimeonvictimsandsociety/march2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/guidetofindingcrimestatisticsoct2016
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-7613/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-7613/

