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Enjoying eBooks

On computers 

and eReaders



To borrow you’ll need…

• your library card number

• and library PIN

Before you Download

Download and 

install software 

on your 

computer

 Register with an 

email address



our Library eBooks and 

eAudio

May only be borrowed by 

library members living or 

working in the Lancashire 

area

Most adjacent authorities also offer 

a similar service to their users



Library eBooks can be read on…

most 

eReaders

but not 

Amazon 

Kindle*

Library eBooks can’t be 

wirelessly downloaded to your 

eReader

*If you have an Amazon 

Fire (formerly Kindle Fire) 

it is possible to read 

Library eBooks on a ‘Fire’, 

using the same app as 

you would for any other 

Android tablet or 

smartphone.

(see our separate guide)



To get started

Visit our Download Library at 

www.lancashire.gov.uk/ebooks

and login with your library number 

and PIN

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/ebooks


Register

On your first login, you’ll need to 

enter your email address.
If you tick to receive newsletters, we’ll send you 

occasional news and updates about the eBook 

and eAudio library

.



My Account

Go to your account to see your loans 

plus reservations, loan history and 

remaining loans you have available

You can browse the library using the 
menu or search for an author or title



Preview

Click on a book to view details and 
‘Preview’ to read excerpts

You can borrow eBooks with 

just one click



Reserve

When browsing or searching you 

can also choose to only view books 
that are available now

If a book is on loan, 

you can click to 

reserve it.

You are guaranteed 

that the book will be 

ready by the date 

shown



When you’ve confirmed your loan, a 

download page will open.

But before you download the eBook 

you will need to install Adobe Digital 

Editions software on your computer.

Download

This can be done via the link on the 

download page. Choose the version 

that’s right for your computer



Authorize
Once you’ve installed Adobe Digital 

Editions, you’ll be asked if you want to 

‘authorize computer’.

You will need to do this to be able to 

download Library eBooks

You need to obtain an Adobe ID 

to do this, so click on the link to 
get this.



When you have registered with Adobe, 

you can enter the details in Digital 
Editions to authorize the computer



Adobe Digital Editions

Adobe Digital Editions can be used to 

read and manage eBooks you’ve bought 

from online stores but also manages 

Library eBooks.

Library eBooks can’t be opened in 

other eBook software



Download
Go to your account and click ‘Download 

for eReader’* on a book you’ve borrowed

* Follow this procedure even if you only want to 

read the book on your computer and not an 

eReader

Your browser should start the download



Downloading

When your download starts, if 

your browser settings will permit 

this, choose ‘Open’ not ‘Save’.

If you have had to save the download 

file (it will be called URL Link.acsm), 

you will need to go to the folder to 

which you saved it. Double click on the 

file and it should open the book in 

Adobe Digital Editions



Read
You can now start reading 

straightaway on your computer

The ‘Library’ in Adobe will show your 

eBooks and loan period. It will also show 

if a loan has expired



Expired loans 
can no longer be read, so you can 

delete them

Highlight the item, right click and choose 

‘Remove from Library’. You can also 

return a book early to borrow more by 

choosing ‘Return Borrowed Item’



Read on an eReader

You may need to

click ‘Connect’

On your device

Make sure you have ‘Adobe Digital 

Editions’ open on your computer. Now 

connect your eReader to your 

computer



Adobe will now prompt you to 

authorize your device. Click ‘Authorize’ 

and ‘Finished’ and you’re ready to 

transfer your eBook

Your eReader will now appear in the 

Digital Editions menu



Transfer

Click and hold on the item and drag it 

over your eReader’s icon on the left or 

highlight and right click and choose 

‘Copy to’

The eBook will appear amongst the list of 

items now on your eReader and you can 

now disconnect and start reading



Help and Support 

Help for eBooks on computers is 

available on every page of the eBook 

library website

or click the Feedback button in ‘My 

Account’

or ‘Need Help?’ on eBook Library 

login page



www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries

Note: The photos and instructions in 

this guide are based on the use of a 

Windows PC. 

Views, menus and button positions 

may vary slightly on other computers 

and devices.

Only features available on all devices 

are featured. 

Additional features may be available 

on some computers and devices.



www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries

Find out more about 

the services

Lancashire Libraries

have available for you

www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries

