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Local government 
and public 

involvement in 
Health Act 2007 -

upper tier councils

Health Act 2012 –
one of the four 
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and wellbeing 

board

Clinical 
commissioning 
groups to ‘have 
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in commissioning 

decisions



Concept

• Strategic, not specific needs

• A process – a living thing

• Do once and share

• Data + interpretation = intelligence

• Informs priority setting

• Support evidence-based decision-making 



Three strands

Web platform

Support

Thematic 
JSNAs



The JSNA process

Select topic Scoping
Identify working 

group
Collect data

Analyse Interpret Identify priorities Review literature

Write 
recommendations

Consultation Publish findings Warm handover



• Strategic decisions about health and wellbeing 

• Health and wellbeing strategy

• Strategic commissioning plans of partners 

• Public health programmes

• Support for NHS (clinical commissioning groups, 
commissioning support unit, other NHS partners)

What the JSNA informs



Introduction to the 
SEND JSNA

Dr Sally Richardson

Principal Educational Psychologist
Lancashire County Council



Relationship between population needs, service 
provision and individual EHC plans



SEND JSNA

• Understand the current picture

• Identify gaps

• Strategic planning and prediction

• Joint working and integration across sectors

• Inter-relationship between multiple factors in different 
directions

• Provide a starting point

• Enable the identification of priorities



Impetus for JSNA



Definition of SEND

A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning 
difficulty or disability which calls for special educational 
provision to be made for him or her. 

A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a 
learning difficulty or disability if he or she: 

• has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the 
majority of others of the same age, or 

• has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from 
making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for 
others of the same age in mainstream schools or 
mainstream post-16 institutions 



Learning disability

Many children and young people who have SEN may have 
a disability 

Equality Act 2010 definition: ‘…a physical or mental 
impairment which has a long-term and substantial 
adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-
day activities’. 

Term often used in post 16 institutions is learning 
difficulties and disabilities (LDD). 





CCGs and health providers

East Sussex, Comprehensive Needs Assessment



Mapping out the territory

Barnet SEND JSNA









Gloucestershire SEND needs analysis



Expenditure

Essex, SEN JSNA



Predictions
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Number of people aged 18-24 with a learning disability predicted to display 

challenging behaviour in the LCC area, projected to 2035

Data from PANSI 2018



Predictions

Barnet SEND JSNA, based on housing trends
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Mental health question asked

Response to questions around mental health in people aged
16-24 in the Lancashire County Council area, 2015

Do you consider
yourself to have a
mental health
condition?

Has a doctor or
nurse ever told
you that you have
depression,
anxiety or other
mental health
condition?

Predictions

Data from the health behaviours JSNA, 2015



Using research

East Sussex, Comprehensive Needs Assessment



Warwickshire

SEND JSNA



Barriers to participation

East Sussex, Comprehensive Needs Assessment






