
 

 
 

LANCASHIRE SCHOOLS FORUM      
Date of meeting 21 March 2017 
 
Item No 10 
 
 
Title: Forum Correspondence 
 
 
Executive Summary  
 
This report sets out the Forum related correspondence sent or received since the last 
meeting. 
 
Forum Decision Required 
 

The Forum is asked to: 
a) Note the report; 
b) Express any views on the correspondence received. 

 
  



 

 
 

Background  
Information is provide below on Forum related correspondence received since the last 
meeting. 
 

a) Correspondence from a Secondary Academy 
The Schools Forum has been copied into email correspondence between a secondary 
academy and BTLS in connection with the operation of the Lightspeed filtering system. 
 
Following discussions with the Forum Chair and BTLS colleagues, this matter has 
been referred to the BTLS Focus Group, which has a remit to consider ICT services 
provided by BTLS.  The Forum Chair and the head of the academy involved are 
members of this group. 
 

b) Correspondence from a Secondary School about Education Welfare 
Service (EWS) Funding  

Correspondence has been received from a Lancashire secondary school about EWS 
funding.   
 
The email notes that responsibility for managing the budgetary provision for the EWS 
function was transferred from the Schools Finance team to the Corporate Finance 
team in LCC.  This is because the EWS is a LA statutory responsibility.   
 
However, the school feels that any influence on or timely information flow about the 
funding has been lost and schools now only receive spasmodic communication about 
the funding as it is allocated and there is no prior notifications or rationale shared with 
schools in advance to assist with budgetary planning.  Recent allocations for the 
individual school show no discernible pattern to allocations, and are in the context of 
a 5% increase in pupil numbers over the same period: 
 

Year EWS Mvt % 

2013/14 +3% 

2014/15 +1% 

2015/16 -5% 

2016/17 -16% 

 
The correspondence seeks the Forum's assistance to influence a closer involvement 
of school finance staff in the EWS funding process to assist with the communication 
flow around this important funding.  
 
 


