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Teachers Notes

1. 
Adam’s Story – Film of Dave telling Adam’s story supported by photo images and CCTV coverage of the night. 

· Violence and Alcohol – Consequences? 

· Personal and collective responsibility

· Influence of young women

· Effects of ‘banter’ with the wrong people

Introduction.

The film being shown is the story of Adam Rogers.

On 4th July 2009 he went for a night out with friends. He was having a really nice time, seeing lots of friends he hadn’t seen for a while. In the early hours of 5th July he was hit by a single punch and died later that day.

“Every Action Has Consequences” is the name of the Charity set up in Adam’s memory by his family.

Get students to define the word “Consequence”.
Give some examples to stimulate the discussion.

Task whilst watching film

When listening to Adam’s Dad telling the story of that night,ask how did it all start?

Look out for what specific actions led up to Adam being hit.

Watch the film - 13 mins

Significant stages

· Carl talking to the Girl – macho strutting because Carl spoke to someone’s girlfriend. How could that have been handled differently? Do you think the girl liked being the centre of attention and the boys arguing about her?

· Billy throwing the flower head – done to provoke, not to hurt.  He said in court he thought it would be ‘funny’. Is ‘funny’ different when you are drunk and when you are sober?

· Carl spitting. A silly response to provocative action. Didn’t hit anyone but it provoked a violent reaction against Carl.

· Hitting in response to spitting – first violent act when one of the 19yr olds punched Carl in the face and body.

All of them could easily have been handled differently

Adam tried to keep Billy away from the fight – talking to him quietly and shepherding him away.

Billy was very drunk – got angry – punched Adam without any warning and without any provocation.

One of the girls shouted ‘Good Punch!’

All of the people involved in this incident have a personal responsibility for their own behaviour. 

Billy hit Adam very hard – one punch which killed Adam. He carries that responsibility

For some of the other people involved that night there was a collective responsibility for what happened to Adam. It was not just about the final punch that was thrown.

If any one of the stages had been handled differently Adam would still be alive. e.g. If Billy hadn’t thrown the flower head….If Carl hadn’t spat and had just laughed …..

Adam was the only person to have his blood tested for alcohol levels – he was just below the legal limit to drive.

Adam did not offer any violence or get involved in any banter at any stage in the evening.

Have you ever done anything really stupid – something you would, if you could, press the pause button – re-wind and start again?

Some attitudes that come out on that evening: 

· Some young men seem to need to boast, show bravado, strut around etc. Why?

· A friend of Billy posted ‘One Times’ on his facebook that night congratulating him on knocking someone out with one punch. Billy’s response was ‘T-I-M-B-E-R’ 

· Some think that being angry gives them the right to use violence.
· Girl said ‘Good Punch’ when Adam hit the ground.
· Girls called Adam’s group names when they walked away the first time (chicken, pussy etc.).
What does this say about the attitude of these young people to violence?

When Billy admitted to throwing the punch he didn’t feel able to take responsibility. The thought of self preservation took over from the need to tell the truth. Blaming Adam and saying Adam threatened him meant that Adam’s family had to go through the ordeal of the trial and listen to lies being told about Adam.

Everyone who knew Adam knew without doubt he would never have hit anyone or threatened them.

He was not an angel and he liked to have fun and he loved his sport and was very competitive. He was gentle and funny and kind. He genuinely looked for the best in people and would help anyone in any way he could.
How do you want to be perceived by others?

What do you think people would have said about you in these circumstances?

Adam’s life was wasted in a senseless act of violence that was totally avoidable. 

Before the next lesson, think about how you personally can try to make a difference.
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