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Executive Summary  
 

This report sets out the Forum related correspondence sent or received since the last 
meeting. 
 
Forum Decision Required 
 
The Forum is asked to: 

a) Note the report; 
b) Express any views on the correspondence received. 

 
  



 

 
 

Background  
Information is provide below on Forum related correspondence received since the last 
meeting. 
 
Correspondence from a West Lancashire Nursery School 
A letter dated 17 July 2016 was received from the Chair of Governors at a West 
Lancashire Nursery School.  This correspondence was addressed to officers in the 
LA's School Improvement Challenge Board (SICB) and was copied to a number of 
senior executives and elected members of the county council and to the Schools 
Forum.  It set out the view of the Governing Body that a significant contributory factor 
in the school's difficult financial position was created by LCC announcements around 
the closure of county buildings, which impacted on pupil numbers. 
 
Additional support was requested by the school on the grounds the county council had 
contributed to difficulties facing the school. 
 
A copy of the letter has been shared with members of the Chairman's Group. 
 
Members may wish to comment on the correspondence, particularly in light of the 
property strategy information elsewhere on the agenda. 
 
 
Peter Cunningham 
As reported in the membership item, secondary school headteacher Peter 
Cunningham is to resign from the Forum at the end of this term, as he is retiring.  Peter 
sent a resignation letter for the Forum chairman.   
 
As Forum correspondence, a copy of Peter's letter is attached at Appendix A. 
 



 

 
23rd September 2016 
 
 

Paul Bonser 
Schools Forum Support Manager  
Financial Management (Development and Schools) 
Lancashire County Council 
 

Dear Paul 

Following our recent telephone conversation in which I mentioned my intention to retire, I thought 
it might be appropriate to put this in a brief note for you to pass onto the Chair.  Please accept this as 
my notice to resign from the Forum at the end of term thereby allowing the process to replace the 
position I hold to commence.  

I am grateful to my colleagues in LASSH and fellow members of the Forum for the opportunity to 
contribute towards the work the Forum undertakes to ensure schools receive the funding they need 
particularly within the challenging circumstances all public services face today.  

Over many years as a member of the Forum, I have seen how well the Forum, with the support of 
Local Authority Officers, has been able to manage the diminished funding from government so as to 
minimise the impact on individual schools.  As a result, children and Young People in Lancashire are 
fortunate compared to many other Local Authorities. Overall they continue to achieve very well in 
comparison to the national picture and whilst there are lots of different factors that contribute 
towards this achievement, a fair share of this success can rightly be attributed to the work of the 
Schools Forum.  

It just remains for me to say thank you personally to yourself and the team for the excellent work in 
supporting the Forum and its administration. With more changes to Educational funding on the 
horizon, the work of the Forum will continue to be as important as it always is. I therefore hope the 
Forum can continue to support all schools in the future.  

 

With my best wishes 

 

Peter Cunningham 

pbonser001
Typewritten Text
Appendix A


	item 15 forum correspondence FINAL
	item 15 forum correspondence FINAL Appendix A



