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Executive Summary  
 

On 17 September 2015, the Early Years Block Working Group considered a number 
of reports, including 
 

 Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP); 

 Review of membership and terms of reference for the Schools Forum Early 
Years Working Group (EYWG) and Early Education Consultative Group 
(EECG); 

 Update on the 2 Year Old Offer; 

 Early Years Block Funding Arrangements 2016/17;  

 Early Years PVI Membership of the Schools Forum; 

 Increase in Free Childcare to 30 Hours for 3 and 4 Year Olds. 
 
A summary of the key issues and recommendations arising from the Working Group's 
considerations of the items are provided in this report. 
 
 
Recommendations 

 
The Forum is asked to: 
 

a) Note the report from the Early Years Block Working Group held on 17 
September 2015; 

b) Ratify the Working Group's recommendations. 
 
  



Background 
On 17 September 2015, the Early Years Needs Block Working Group considered a 
number of reports.  A summary of the key issues and recommendations arising from 
the Working Groups considerations of the items are provided in this report. 
 
1. Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP) 

A report was presented providing an update on the Early Years Pupil Premium 
(EYPP).  The report was split into two sections: 

 Section A deals with the PVI arrangements  

 Section B relates to the maintained sector incl. correspondence with OfSTED 
re inspection arrangements  

 
Section A: PVI 
The EYPP came on 1 April 2015, and is an additional £0.53 per hour for eligible three 
and four year old children accessing Free Early Education (FEE). 
 
During the Summer term 2015, the parent/carer information required to enable LCC 
to carry out an eligibility check was collected from the PVI sector through the electronic 
headcount process.  A number of providers did not submit the required information but 
as a gesture of goodwill, the FEE Team allowed providers a 2nd opportunity to submit 
the information.   All eligibility checks and payments have now been processed and all 
providers received the EYPP payments for all eligible children at the end of July, along 
with individual child data to show them who was and who was not eligible.  
 
From the Autumn term onwards the eligibility checks will be undertaken automatically 
during headcount processing through the electronic interface between the Provider 
Portal and ECS (DfE's national checking system).  EYPP payments will be made at 
the same time as headcount payments, and providers will be able to view child 
eligibility information via the Provider Portal. 

 
The total number of children identified as being eligible in the Summer term was 1251, 
which is 7.6% of all 3&4 years olds who accessed an FEE34 place in the same period. 

 
To assist providers gaining parental consent for eligibility checks, the model 'Parental 
Agreement' has been updated to capture the required parental consent and data fields 
to enable providers to share the required information with the LCC so that an eligibility 
check can be undertaken.  
 
The County Council has also amended the consent declaration for two year olds, so 
that when a parent gives consent for their information to be used to check FEE2 
eligibility, they are also consenting for an EYPP check to be undertaken when they 
transition into FEE34. 

 
Section B: Maintained 
For the maintained sector, a schools portal posting was issued in June 2015 providing 
further information about applying for EYPP in the maintained sector.  The closing date 
for response was 17 July 2015.  Of the 118 nursery schools and classes, 51 provided 
returns by the deadline, with 433 eligible pupils identified.  
 



A supplementary portal posting was issued in the week commencing 7 September 
2015, to prompt returns from schools that did not respond.  The County Council had 
also phoned establishments to encourage a better response.  
 
At the meeting it was reported that number of maintained providers to respond had 
increased to 62, with 552 children identified as eligible for EYPP.  
 
It was proposed to set a cut off for responses from maintained providers of 30 
September, which would enable payments to be made on 15 October for bank account 
schools.  Other schools would receive allocation notifications on their October Oracle 
prints, issued in early November 2015. 
 
Member's noted that at the last meeting some concern was expressed about what 
expectations OfSTED may have in any inspections carried out in the summer term, 
before EYPP allocations had been received by establishments. A letter was sent by 
the nursery governor representative who had attended the Lancashire Chairs 
conference, seeking clarification from OfSTED. 
 
A copy of the letter and the response from OfSTED were provided for the group.  The 
reply offered reassurance that summer term inspections in Lancashire would not 
include EYPP.  
 
Members from both PVI and maintained settings reported that eligible numbers were 
lower than had been expected. One possible explanation for this was due to the slightly 
different eligibility criteria between EYPP and the 2 year old offer.  Members requested 
details of the different eligibility criteria, which are provided at Appendix A.  Some 
concern was expressed about the possible budgetary impact of the lower eligible 
numbers. 
 
Maintained representatives also indicated that they needed early notification about the 
names of their eligible pupils and about the arrangements for identifying autumn term 
eligible pupils. 
 
The Working Group: 

a) Noted the report and the different eligibility criteria for EYPP and the 2 
year old offer; 

b) Requested that maintained settings receive early notification of their 
eligible pupils and about the arrangements for identifying autumn term 
eligible pupils. 

 
 
2. Review of membership and terms of reference for the Schools Forum Early 

Years Working Group (EYWG) and Early Education Consultative Group 
(EECG) 

At the last meeting, a proposal was agreed to change the order of the EYWG and the 
EECG, as this would better assist the flow of business between the groups.  Members 
also suggested that it would be opportune to review the membership of the two groups 
and their terms of reference.   
 



A report was presented that set out proposals for consideration by the group.  A copy 
of the proposals are provided at Appendix B. 
 
The group entered into considerable debate about the arrangements and membership 
across the two groups. 
 
The Working Group; 

a) Noted the report; 
b) Supported the continued existence of the two distinct groups; 
c) Supported the terms of reference and membership of the EYWG; 
d) Recommended that a specific meeting of the EECG be convened to give 

more detailed consideration to the membership and terms of reference 
for the consultative group. 

 
 
3. Update on the 2 Year Old Offer  

Members received a report that providing an update on the 2 year old offer. 
 
According to the latest DfE information, the numbers of Lancashire families who have 
eligible two year olds are as follows: 

o Summer term 2015 = 6,110 
o Autumn term 2015 = 5,657 

 
The FEE2 take up targets that have been agreed with the DfE for Lancashire are as 
follows: 

o Summer term 2015 = 66% (based on 6000 eligible families, and 4000 
accessing FEE2) 

o Autumn 2015 = 78% (based on 6000 eligible families, and 4700 
accessing FEE2) 

o Spring term 2016 = 83% (based on 6000 eligible families, and 5000 
accessing FEE2) 

 
As at August 2015, the total number of two year old children accessing an FEE2 place 
in Lancashire is 4,285, and of these 85 children live outside the county boundary.  As 
such the Lancashire take up is currently 4200 children, or 68.7%.  Various breakdowns 
of take up in the summer term 2015 were provided in the report, including by district. 
 
Following the recent 'Achieving 2 Year Olds' events for Local Authorities to share best 
practice, new ideas to improve take up and conversion of enquires to places, an action 
plan has been developed to improve the take up of two year places in Lancashire.  
Key areas of the action plan include: 

 Take Up; 

 Sufficiency; 

 Communication and Publicity; 

 National Contract Support; 

 Information Management. 
 
Progress to date from the 2 year old steering group has included: 

 re writing of the eligibility confirmation letter to parents to make the 
pathway clear; 



 Developed an FAQ document for parents to support them in accessing 
relevant information to access free place; 

 Completed a telephone survey of parents who have completed an 
eligibility check to further learning, why they have not accessed a free 
place; 

 Revised the process of contacting parents identified on the DfE list to 
provide more information and a clear pathway to accessing a free place; 

 Met with the National Support agency to review progress and challenge 
current practice to support continued improvement. 

 
The identified next steps/key priorities included: 

 Meet with children's centre managers to develop an agreed process to 
support take up and information sharing. I.e. when are door knocking 
exercises undertaken, how feedback is reported back to the LA and 
agree how to address challenges through co-ordination of services; 

 Develop live data report to show all key performance indicators; 

 Further work with communications team to develop new campaigns to 
promote take up of FEE2; 

 Develop information pack and or briefings for professionals who work 
with families that may be eligible, i.e. Job Centre Plus, Police, Fire. 

 
Capital Funding 
Lancashire's total capital and revenue allocation to support the creation of new two 
year old places was as follows:  

 Central costs – revenue = £0.320m 

 Place creation – revenue = £2.927m 

 Place creation – capital = £1.7m 

 Total allocation = 4.947m (£4.627 for place creation projects) 
 
Agreement was sought from the DfE to use £1.4m of the revenue allocation as 
contribution to capital projects. 
 
Since July 2013, 105 projects have been supported to create new two year old places 
across Lancashire resulting in a total of 2,167 new places. Funding has now been 
released for all 105 projects that were supported and the total spend is as follows: 

 Revenue = £1.456m 

 Capital = £3.163m 

 Total Spend = £4.619m 

 Budget remaining = £8k 
 
The following table provides a summary of projects: 
Project Summary 

Number of projects  105  

Number of places to be created when all 
projects are complete 

2,167  

Number of completed projects to date 88 projects, 1795 places 

Number of projects still to be completed 17 projects, 372 places 

 
A Summary of projects still to be completed was provided. 



 
Sufficiency of Places for 2 Year Old Children 
With all the revenue and capital allocated to the sector an additional 2167 new 2 year 
old places will be created. In Lancashire we have 807 providers who can deliver FEE. 
To understand the impact on the market of the additional places created an online 
questionnaire was sent to all FEE providers. The survey was kept brief and asked if 
providers were receiving enquiries from parents about FEE 2 places, provider place 
availability and any barriers providers were facing around FEE2. 
 
The response rate to the survey was 43% and the overall response shows Lancashire 
has sufficient places available for FEE 2 year olds. In some localised areas vacancies 
may be an issue when parents may not be able to access their first choice provider.  
A summary of the online questionnaire feedback received from providers was 
provided. 
 
A verbal update was also provided in connection with a recent positive visit from Jo 
Pringle from DfE who had provided valuable encouragement and support for 
Lancashire towards meeting our agreed FEE2 targets. 
 
The Working Group: 

a) Noted the report. 
 
 
4. Early Years Block Funding Arrangements 2016/17  

In July 2015, the Education Funding Agency (EFA) published operational guidance on 
the revenue funding arrangements for 2016/17.  The Early Years Block implications 
from the guidance are set out below: 
 
Early Years Block Per Pupil Unit Of Funding 2016/17 
The July document does not provide a figure for early years block funding.  It indicates 
that early years block per pupil unit of funding in 2016/17 will be confirmed after the 
spending review.  Information is still awaited.  The rates of the Early Years Pupil 
Premium (EYPP) will also be announced in due course. 
 
Confirmation was provided that early years funding will continue to be based on 
participation.  
 
Funding Factors  
There are no nationally prescribed changes to the funding factors that are to be used 
in the 2016/17 formula.  
 
In keeping with the Schools Forum's budget setting principle of stability, the County 
Council has no proposals to make any local Early Years Block formula amendments 
for 2016/17.   
 
It was noted that information had been circulated to Early Years Consultative Group 
members from the Early Years team, which highlighted that the DfE were consulting 
on the cost of providing childcare in relation to the proposed increase to free 30 hours 
childcare. 
 



Minimum Funding Guarantee (MFG)  
Minimum funding guarantee (MFG) protection will again be applied to base rates in 
2016/17, at a rate of minus 1.5%. 
 
Timetable 
The national timetable for 2016/17, is included in the EFA guidance.  The schedule 
follows a similar pattern to 2015/16 and the Forum meetings arranged for 20 October 
2015 and 14 January 2016 are appropriate to allow the necessary Forum decisions 
and recommendations to be made.  Specific Schools Budget Decision Making 
Sessions (DMS) for the Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Schools 
have been organised for 26 October 2015 and 15 January 2016 to enable the 
necessary political approval to be obtained for Lancashire's proposals before 
submission to the EFA.  
 
Estimate of Lancashire 2016/17 DSG  
Lancashire faced a £2.6m shortfall in the core Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) funding 
for 2015/16, which the Forum agreed would be bridged by the use of reserves. 
 
Whilst final 2016/17 DSG allocations and pupil data will not be available until 
December 2015, based on the October 2015 census, officers have begun to forecast 
the core funding position for April 2016. 
 
This initial estimate suggests that Lancashire may face a core budget shortfall in 
2016/17 in the region of £3m.  
 
Options for meeting the shortfall could include: 
 

 Further use of reserves 
The 2014/15 outturn report noted that £6.164m of additional funding has been 
added to reserves relating to underspends in the central items budget.  This 
funding is available to distribute in the 2016/17 budget setting process.  Whilst 
there can be no guarantee this level of funding will continue to be available in 
future years, the core funding gap could be bridged by the use of these 
reserves.  
 

 Reduction of units values 
An alternative solution to the core funding gap could be to reduce the unit values 
allocated through the formula, to enable the core funding distributed to be 
reduced by the estimated £3m.   

 
Disapplication Submissions to the EFA 
For 2016/17, the EFA have formalised the mechanism that LAs must use to request 
disapplications from the School Funding regulations.  A proforma has been introduced, 
which must be completed and submitted by 30 September 2015.   
 
The proforma contains a section requesting information about the views of the Schools 
Forum.  Lancashire is minded to submit two disapplication requests for 2016/17.  
Details are provided below, but due to the deadline for receipt of requests by the EFA, 
comments from each of the working groups will need to be included, with final 
ratification by the Forum being obtained after the submission date. 



 

 MFG Exclusion  
If the Forum supports the use of reserves to meet the forecast funding shortfall 
in 2016/17, this will reduce the level of reserve available for distribution in April 
2016 that arise from one-off underspends from the 2014/15 DSG budget.  If the 
shortfall of £3m proves accurate, the £3.164m may be available for distribution 
in 2016/17 as a one-off payment.  The authority recommends that an 
application be submitted to the EFA requesting that this one-off funding be 
excluded from the MFG calculation, as there can be no guarantee of future 
underspends to repeat this allocation in coming years. 
 
Distribution of one-off funding in the 2015/16 Early Years Block was via 
temporary increases in the Base Rate for   3&4 year olds.  It is proposed that 
any one-off funding available for distribution in 2016/17 should be allocated in 
the same way.  
 
It is anticipated that the level of one-off funding allocated to schools in 2016/17 
will be lower than that distributed in 2015/16, meaning that levels of Base Rate 
will reduce.  
 
 

 Varying Pupil numbers  
The second disapplication request relates to varying pupil numbers, but this 
does not have any Early Years Block implications. 
 

 
Headroom and Cost/Income Pressures  
The January 2016 submission of a final 2016/17 APT to the EFA will be calculated on 
updated data. The January APT cannot alter the factors to be used in the 2016/17 
formula, but unit values will change in light of new pupil data and other costs/income 
pressures or headroom that may be available.  
 
Pupil numbers and characteristics will be calculated from the October 2015 census 
data, which will be provided by the EFA in December 2015. 
 
Other income/cost pressures that could impact for 2016/17 may include: 

 Staff pay settlement (1%); 

 Ending of contracting out from State Second Pension in April 2016 increases 
employer National Insurance Contributions (10.1% to 13.8%)  

 Likely increase in the Living Wage; 

 Secondary sector pressures relating to curriculum changes and loss of 
transitional protection in sixth form funding. 
 
 

Nursery School Group Buy-Back Arrangements 2016/17 
From 2014/15, the County Council offered some specific buy-back arrangements to 
nursery schools (and special schools and PRUs) for those services that the Schools 
Forum agreed to de-delegate for primary and secondary schools.  These 
arrangements enabled the services to be provided on condition that all the schools in 
the phase agreed to buy-back.  If some schools in a phase decided that they did not 



wish to enter the buy-back arrangements then the County Council would withdraw the 
service offer, as it was judged that the services would be uneconomic to operate 
unless all schools were involved. 
 
In 2015/16, all nursery schools agreed to buy-back the services offered on this basis. 
 
For 2016/17, two group buybacks could be offered to nursery schools, to match the 
service de-delegations available to primary and secondary schools, as below:  

 Staff Costs – Public Duties/Suspensions - £0.04 per child per hour in 2015/16; 

 Support for Schools in Financial Difficulty - £0.11 per child per hour in 2015/16. 
 
It is expected that the charges for these services for 2016/17 will be broadly in line 
with the 2015/16 charges. 
 
Nursery School representatives were asked consider arrangements for considering if 
the phase wishes to buy-back these services in 2015/16. 
 
The Working Group: 

a) Noted the report; 
b) Expressed concern about the likely cost pressures facing settings in 

2016/17; 
c) Recommended that there are no changes to the Lancashire Early Years 

Block formula factors for 2016/17;  
d) Supported the further use of reserves to bridge the possible core funding 

gap in 2016/17 
e) Supported the submission of the MFG Exclusion disapplication request 

to the EFA; 
f) Nursery School representatives agreed to consider if the sector wished 

to buy-back any services de-delegated for primary and secondary 
schools in 2016/17 via the nursery school Federation. 
 

The Forum will be asked to formally vote on the 2016/17 Schools Budget formula 
proposals and recommendations will be reported to the Cabinet Member for 
Children, Young People and Schools, at the Decision Making Session on 26 
October 2015. 

 
 
5. Early Years PVI Membership of the Schools Forum 

At the last meeting, a report was presented about the election process to determine a 
new early years PVI representative on the Schools Forum.  Information was provided 
verbally at the meeting that the successful nominee was Sharon Alexander CEO, of 
Rosy Apple Childcare Ltd.   
 
By way of confirmation, the voting results confined to information on the number of 
votes cast for the successful candidate and the top 15% of unsuccessful candidates 
is provided below: 
 

Nominee No of Votes (%) 

successful  

Sharon Alexander 11 (22%) 



  

unsuccessful  

Paul Leadbetter 10 (20%) 

Sarah McGladrigan 10 (20%) 

Helen Parkinson 10 (20%) 

 
90 votes were cast in the election, representing a turnout of 6%.  This turnout is slightly 
below that in the last PVI election held in 2013, which was 7%. 
 
Sharon was appointed in time to attend the Schools Forum meeting on 7 July, but 
members welcomed her to her first Working Group meeting. 
 
The Working Group: 

a) Noted the outcome of the PVI membership election; 
b) Welcomed Sharon Alexander to her first Working Group meeting. 

 
 

6. Increase in Free Childcare to 30 Hours for 3 and 4 Year Olds 
The DfE have invited LAs to volunteer to become pilot authorities for the Increase in 
Free Childcare to 30 Hours for 3 and 4 Year Olds.  The Group were informed that 
Lancashire had expressed an interest in being involved in the pilot.  As such, a 
communication had been sent to providers seeking any volunteers to become pilot 
settings within the LA if Lancashire was chosen. 
 
Further information will be provided in due course. 
 
The Working Group: 

a) Noted the report. 
 
 
 
  



Appendix A 
 

Eligibility Criteria for EYPP and the 2 Year Old Offer are provided below. 
 
Key variances are highlighted in yellow, relating to the different treatment of Child Tax 
Credits and the inclusion of receipt of a statement of special education needs (SEN) 
or an education health and care plan or Disability Living Allowance in the 2 year old 
offer eligibility criteria. 
 
National EYPP Eligibility Criteria for Children aged 3 or 4. 

 Children from low income families (as defined by the criteria for free school 
meals) i.e. 
o Income Support  
o Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  
o Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  
o Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999      
o The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit  
o Child Tax Credit (provided they’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit) 

and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190 as assessed by 
HMRC) 

o Working Tax Credit run-on, which is paid for 4 weeks after they stop 
qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

o Universal Credit 
 

 They are currently being looked after by a local authority in England or Wales 

 They have left care in England or Wales through: 
o an adoption  
o a special guardianship order 
o a child arrangement order 

 
National 2 Year Old FEE Eligibility Criteria: 

 Children from low income families 
o Income Support 
o Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) 
o Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) 
o Support through part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 
o Child Tax Credit and/or Working Tax Credit and have an annual income 

under £16,190 
o The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
o Working Tax Credit 4-week run on (the payment you get when you stop 

qualifying for Working Tax Credit) 
o Universal Credit 

 

 they’re looked after by a local council 

 they have a current statement of special education needs (SEN) or an 
education health and care plan 

 they get Disability Living Allowance  
 they’ve left care under a special guardianship order, child arrangements order 

or adoption order  

https://www.gov.uk/children-with-special-educational-needs
https://www.gov.uk/disability-living-allowance-children
https://www.gov.uk/children-with-special-educational-needs
https://www.gov.uk/disability-living-allowance-children


 

Appendix B 
 
Early Years Block Working Group (EYWG) 
 
Membership 
 

Members 

 Early Years PVI representatives from the Schools Forum; 

 Nursery School representatives from the Schools Forum; 

 Other Schools Forum Members with an interest in Early Years; 

 Practitioner Members of the EECG. 
 
In attendance 

 Officers from Financial Management (Development and Schools); 

 Officers from School Improvement Service. 
 
Chair 

 The Chair of the EYWG will be a member of the Group who is also a member 
of the Schools Forum; 

 This will ensure recommendations from the Group can be presented to the 
Forum for consideration.  

 
Decision Making 

 Formal decisions/recommendations about early years funding will be taken by 
the Schools Forum; 

 The EYWG will make recommendations to the Forum to inform considerations; 

 Where there is no clear consensus on a EYWG recommendation a vote may 
be taken to determine the preferred recommendation to be presented to Forum; 

 If a formal vote is required, only Schools Forum and EECG members will be 
entitled to vote; 

 Officers will be excluded from any formal voting; 

 Where a vote is necessary in determining a recommendation to Forum, the 
votes cast for the proposals considered will be included in the report to the 
Forum, together with brief information about the options considered. 

 
Terms of Reference 

 
Areas of Responsibility  
To make recommendations to the Lancashire Schools Forum in connection with 
matters relating to Early Years funding, including  

 Dedicated Schools Grant Early Years Block funding; 

 Early Years Single Funding Formula for 3 and 4 year olds;  

 Early Years Single Funding Formula for 2 year olds;  

 Early Years Central Items Funding;  

 Early Years Pupil Premium; 

 Targeted Early Years revenue funding; 

 Discretionary funding areas in the Early Years Block; 



 EFA/DfE consultations on Early Years funding arrangements; 

 Outturn reports relating to Early Years Block expenditure; 

 Early Years (PVI and maintained) representation on the Schools Forum; 

 Communication strategies to ensure early years providers (PVI and 
maintained) are aware of relevant funding policies and procedures. 

 
Role of EYWG Members 
In considering relevant recommendations, members of the EYWG will: 

 Provide appropriate challenge and support to the LA about Early Years Funding 
proposals and arrangements within the context of National Early Years policy, 
the County Council's Early Years strategy and the desired outcomes for early 
years children; 

 Represent the views of early years providers (PVI and maintained) in 
commenting on early years funding arrangements and ensure that decisions 
are made transparently and equitably; 

 Assist in the dissemination of information relevant to Early Years funding and 
decisions/recommendations taken by the Schools Forum  

 
Schedule of Meetings 

 The EYWG will be scheduled to meet at least 4 times each year; 

 Meetings will take place at a time to ensure that recommendations can be 
presented to each cycle of the Schools Forum; 

 Meetings will take place in the same afternoon as meetings of the EECG, with 
the EECG scheduled to meet first on each occasion. 

 
 
Early Education Consultative Group (EECG) 
 
Membership 

 Early Years Private Sector representation 

 Early Years Independent Sector Representation 

 Early Years Voluntary Sector Representation  

 Maintained Nursery School representatives 

 Maintained Primary School, with Nursery Class representatives 

 Childminder representatives 

 Officers from Financial Management (Development and Schools); 

 Officers from School Improvement Service. (Free Early Education/Childcare 
Sufficiency/Early Years Consultants/Quality Childcare) 
 

Chair 

 The Group will be chaired by a Local Authority Officer; 
 

Decision Making 

 This is not a decision making group 
 
Remit of Group 

 Consultative group that allows two way communication between Early Years 
Childcare Sector and LCC Officers; 



 Gain views on local authority decisions effecting the Early Years Childcare 
Sector; 

 To inform the Local Authorities policy and strategic decisions associated with 
Early Years Childcare; 

 Respond to national and local consultations effecting the Early Years Sector; 

 To inform Local Authority documentation, processes and systems in relation to 
Free Early Education for 2,3 and 4 year olds, Childcare sufficiency, Early Years 
Pupil Premium and the development of Early Years Traded Services. 
 

Role of EECG Members 

 Express the views of the Early Years Childcare Sector to assist the County 
Council in developing relevant Early Years policy and strategy ; 

 Assist in the dissemination of relevant information to the Early Years Childcare 
Sector; 

 
Schedule of Meetings 

 The EECG will be scheduled to meet at least 4 times each year; 

 Meetings will take place in the same afternoon as meetings of the EYWG, with 
the EECG scheduled to meet first on each occasion. 

 
 


