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Welcome to Issue 70 of ‘Fair Exchange?’ a Pre-Forum Edition of the eNewsletter of the Lancashire Schools' Forum. 

This issue deals with matters to be considered at the summer term 2015 cycle of meetings. 

Fair Exchange? 
 

Annual Review of Forum Membership 

WHO’S WHO? 

A list of the current Forum membership can 

be found using the link below: 
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/media/531701/Member

ship-January-2015.pdf 

The draft minutes from the Forum meeting held on 16 March 2015 

are available on the Schools Forum website: 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-children-and-

families/education/schools-forum/schools-forum-minutes-and-

agendas.aspx 

 

As part of the annual membership review a number 

of primary headteacher vacancies have arisen on 

the Forum for September 2015. 

If you are a primary headteacher, or senior 

member of staff, and you are interested in joining 

the Forum, please complete the eform available 

from the link below, which is available until 22 May: 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/questionnaires

/runQuestionnaire.asp?qid=641550 

Remember that in the Schools Forum Regulations 

a headteacher representation includes “…a 

principal, deputy head teacher, bursar or other 

person responsible for the financial management 

of the school". 

Further details about the vacancies were included 

in a letter on the Schools Portal dated 1 May 2015. 

 

 

The process for obtaining nominees for any 

governor vacancies on the Forum has changed this 

year, with an item on the Spring term governing 

body core agenda inviting governors to express an 

interested in joining the Forum. 

We have written out to all those governors that 

submitted nominations and a big thank you to all that 

volunteered. 

Primary Headteacher Vacancies 

Governor Vacancies 

Forum Update 

MORE INFORMATION 
Further information about the Forum is available on the Forum website: 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-children-and-families/education/schools-forum.aspx 
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The three Forum Working Groups, dealing with Schools, Early Years and High Needs funding will meet in 

June and consider recommendations to be presented to the Schools Forum in July.  Amongst the main 

items to be presented are: 

 The Schools Budget Outturn position for 2014/15; 

 Information on the level of individual school balances at 31 March 2015 and about clawback 
arrangements for March 2016; 

 A review of the Schools Budget Setting principles; 

 A review of discretionary payments made in Lancashire's funding formulae; 

 Early Years Funding Agreement for September 2015. 

Summer Term 2015 Cycle 

SFVS is a statutory requirement for all maintained schools and a return must be 

submitted to the LA annually by 31 March. 

By 31 March 2015, SFVS returns from 38 schools had not been 

submitted.  Follow up work by Schools Financial Services has now enabled all 

returns to be received and Lancashire's Chief Finance Officer was able to confirm 

100% compliance on our SFVS assurance certificate returned to the DfE. 

Many thanks to all those schools that completed the return by the statutory 31 

March deadline. 

 

School Financial Value Standard (SFVS) 

SFVS 2014/15 

The DfE has announced that two additional questions are to be included in the 2015/16 SFVS process. The 

new questions reflect governors' responsibilities for performance management which formed part of the 

2014 School Teachers Pay & Conditions Document. 

Further details about the new questions were posted on the Schools Portal on 11 May 2015. 

 

SFVS 2015/16 

Publication of companies and VAT registration 

numbers in the UK   Schools may have received correspondence from a company in 

Hamburg, Germany, requesting confirmation of their VAT 

registration number for publication on a UK Corporate Portal.  There 

is a charge involved in obtaining an entry in this publication. 

The HM Revenue and Customs website provides guidance on the 

letter, an extract is provided below: 

. ‘Whilst this is not a phishing scam HMRC is aware of a letter which is being issued to customers which 

leads them to believe that they are required to provide details of their VAT registration number. This 

company is not connected to HMRC and you are under no obligation to reply.’ 

More details about phishing and bogus emails in relation to HMRC is available from the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phishing-and-bogus-emails-hm-revenue-and-customs-examples 

Many thanks to the Hollins Technology College for raising this. 



 

WHAT IS HAPPENING NATIONALLY? 

QUESTIONS? 

Remember, if you have any questions about the Schools Forum,  

please contact Paul Bonser, Forum Clerk, 01772 531815, or email 

schoolsforum@lancashire.gov.uk 

We are awaiting any announcements by the new government about their education policy changes and we 

will keep schools informed about any financial implications that arise. 

 

The Scheme for Financing Schools requires the school governing 

body to prepare and approve a formal budget plan for the year 

2015/16, and to submit this to the Authority in the required form. 

As in previous years schools have been asked to submit the return 

for 2015/16 online. All forms must be submitted no later than Friday 

22nd May 2015 even if the budget has not been formally 

approved by the Governing Body.  

Approval can be sought after this date and a resubmission will be 

accepted should there be any changes. 

The submission form is available from the link below, and further 

information about the return along with accompanying notes  were 

posted on the Schools Portal on 6 May 2015: 

https://schoolsportal.lancsngfl.ac.uk/online_forms/inc_ex/ 

 

School Budget Return for 2015/16 Income and 

Expenditure Form  
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