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Direct reporting 
on SLEUTH 
system by 
children’s 
services staff 
NB: The following process does NOT apply to 
children in foster care, where the foster carers 
would be expected to liaise closely with the police 
and the child’s social worker. 
 
Lancashire Constabulary, Lancashire County Council, 
Blackburn with Darwen and Blackpool Council has 
begun a scheme to allow the online reporting of 
children who go missing from residential care. 
 
The scheme is being rolled out across the county and 
should be accessible to all local authority residential 
sites during 2009.  
 
The staff at each care home will input onto a Sleuth 
database accessible via the internet the personal and 
descriptive details (including photograph) of all young 
people resident at the establishment (registration 
details). 
 
When the care home wish to report a child missing the 
following will apply: 
• Carer will search premises and grounds of the 

home, speak to other child residents, attempt to 
contact missing child by mobile phone and conduct 
whatever other enquiries are reasonable and 
practicable. 

• Carer will telephone police to confirm that the 
Sleuth system is live and will obtain a Storm log 
reference. 

• Should the call be answered by a member of police 
staff unfamiliar with the pilot the carer will explain 

that this procedure can be found on the comms A – 
Z under ‘Missing Persons Pilot – Southern Division’ 

• Police communications staff will immediately open 
a police Command & Control log with brief details 
and notify the patrol inspector of impending 
Missing Person case. 

• Police communications staff will record details of 
the patrol inspector notified about the case on the 
Command & Control log. 

• Carers will then submit a Sleuth Missing Person 
report via the Internet.  The report will be partially 
populated for them from earlier input registration 
details. 

• The Missing Person Report will appear on the 
police Sleuth Missing Person system at which time 
the patrol inspector will ensure that the Sleuth log 
is reviewed by a police officer, a risk level is set, the 
Storm log closed and an investigation is 
commenced. 

• Police Officers can commence search and 
investigation immediately without having to 
administer the creation of a Missing Persons 
report. 

• Although carers will have conducted a premises 
search, and some basic enquiries with other 
residents, officers retain the right to revisit such 
issues if appropriate. 
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Criteria for 
launching child 
rescue alert 

The criteria for launching a Child Rescue Alert are 
strict so as to ensure the public and the media do not 
become de-sensitised to them.  
 
The four criteria, all of which MUST be satisfied before 
an alert is issued: 
• The child is apparently under 18 years old 
And 
• There is a reasonable belief that the child has been 

kidnapped or abducted 
And 
• There is a reasonable belief that the child is in 

imminent danger of serious harm or death  
And 
• There is sufficient information available to enable 

the public to assist Police in locating the child 
 
Source: Lancashire Constabulary Child Rescue Alert 
Operating Procedures and Guidance. 
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Young persons name:  

Young persons address: 

Date of birth:  Gender:  

Date reported:  Date/time:  

1. What happened to make you go missing? (planned, bored, something happened, to get away…) 
2. What happened whilst you were missing? (Where did you go, who were you with, any trouble, anybody else saw 
you/met you, how did you get back, how did you feel) 

 

  

  

    

    

Missing person return interview form 
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What can be done to stop you going missing again? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any concerns/issues? 

Raised by YP 

 
 
 
 
 

Is there any further information, including intelligence that is not subject to this report? Yes  /  No 

If yes - how/where is this reported or if passed verbally - details of who to and when: 

 
 
 
 
 

Child protection referral?     Yes  /  No 

Details of where / when return interview took place (Time / Date / Place): 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Details of person co-ordinating return interview and any other persons present: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Date form completed / forwarded to your Police divisional representative: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

I (name of the young person) …………………………………………………………………… consent to this information being 

shared with …………………………………………………………………………… (details) 

Please now e-mail this record to the Police as an attachment. 
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Questions for return interview 
Questions Yes No Any comments 

Why:  

Anything in the home?    

Peer pressure?    

Going to get drugs/alcohol?    

Wanting family contact?    

To clear your head?    

Did you plan to run away - take food, 
clothes, money? 

   

Did you just stay out?    

Did friends encourage you stay out?    

Where you kept out against your will?    

When out:    

Where you scared to return?    

Did you at any point want to return?    

Did anything bad happen to you - 
hurt, injured, drugged, abused 
(physical, sexual, mental)? 

  
 
 

Where you held captive?    

Where you offered drink/drugs - how 
much, what was it, was it bought, 
given or stolen and where from? 

  
 
 

Where did you stay - friends house, 
other family members house, didn’t 
know them, in a car, walked the 
streets, outside in the open? 

   

What did you do for food, money, 
clothing? 
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Questions Yes No Any comments 

When out (continued):  

Did you manage to shower and if so 
where? 

   

Did you manage to change your 
clothes and if so where? 

   

Was there anything you needed 
whilst away? 

   

Did you make contact with anyone 
whilst away - friends, family, carers? 

   

Did you get involved with the Police?    

Did you commit crime - on your own, 
with someone, did someone ask you 
to do it? 

   

Did you run from the Police?    

Returning:    

Did you return of your own accord?    

Where you returned by someone?    

Did you ask to be picked up?    

Where you scared to come back?    

How do you feel now your back?   
 
 

Is there anything you need?   
 
 

How have you been treated since you 
came back? 
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Section 2 child abduction act, 
specimen statements and notices 

 

 

 

 

Section 2 Child Abduction Act 1984/Section 49 Children Act 1989 

I have been advised that the following young person (free text. e.g. has recently stayed at your home, been 
present in the same room as yourself, travelled in the same vehicle, or otherwise been in your company). 

Child/Young Person Age Date person is 18 years 

   

 

This young person is in the care of ………………………………………………………………………………………...….. local authority. 

I wish to make it clear on behalf of the parents, carer or guardian of the child/young person referred to above that 
you have no permission or authority to allow this young person to enter or stay in your home, vehicle or be in your 
company at any time of day or night before they reach the age of 18 years. 

YOU MUST NOT AT ANY TIME OF DAY OR NIGHT: 
• allow this young person to enter or stay in your house, flat or place of work;  

• allow this young person to enter or stay in any other property you are present in; 

• allow this young person to enter or travel in any vehicle or caravan you own or are travelling in; 

• meet with this young person or allow them to remain in your presence;   

• telephone, text, e-mail or communicate with this young person in any way; 

• provide this young person with any food, drink, gift or any other item. 
If this young person approaches you, you must immediately: 
• refuse to allow them to enter the property or vehicle you are in; 

• ask them to leave; 

• contact the Police (0845 1253545) if they refuse to leave. 

If you do not co-operate with this request and this young person, or any other young person in the care of the 
Local Authority, is traced to your home or is found in your presence, then you are liable to arrest and prosecution 
under S49 Children Act 1989 or S2 Child Abduction Act 1984 which carries a maximum sentence of 7 years 
imprisonment.  Alternatively, the Local Authority may seek an injunction against you and any breach of this could 
lead to your committal to prison. 
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May I also make it clear that any suggestion that you are offering this young person necessary shelter or 
hospitality is no defence.  The parent, carer or guardian for this young person wishes to make it clear that no such 
services from you are required and are indeed unwelcome. 

 

Person receiving warning 

Name:  

Date of birth:  

Address:  

I confirm that: 

• the officer has read and explained the contents of this letter to me; 

• I am clear as to which young person is being referred to; 

• the officer has handed me a copy of this warning notice; and  

• I agree to comply with its demands.  

Signature:  

Time:  Date:  

Reason given if person 
refuses to sign: 

 

  

Officer issuing warning  

Collar number and name:  

Station:  

I confirm that: 

• I have read and explained the contents of this letter to the person named above; 

• I have / have not shown the person a photograph of the young person; 

• If a photograph has not been shown, explain how you have verified that the above person knows which young 
person you are referring to: 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

• I have handed them a copy of this warning notice.  

Signature:  

Time:  Date:  
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Additional offender details 

1. NI number:  

2. Passport number:  

3. Driving license number:  

4. Known associates:  

 

 

 

5. Offenders address(es)  

 

 

 

6. Offenders Vehicle(s)  

 

 

 

 
THIS FORM MUST BE FAXED THROUGH TO THE PNC BUREAU AS SOON AS POSSIBLE ON EXT 410577 – 

TOGETHER WITH THE SUPPORTING M11 STATEMENT. 
 

Please ensure you include details of all vehicles known to be used by the ‘offender’ and all addresses markers 
will be placed against the PNC for ANPR purposes. (enter on a separate sheet if necessary)   
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 RESTRICTED (when complete) FORM MG11 

Witness Statement 
(CJ Act 1967, s.9 MC Act 1980, s.s.5A (3a) and 5B MC Rules 1981, r.70) 

 
Statement of 
 
Age if under 18  (if over 18 insert “over 18”).  Occupation 

This statement (consists of page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I 
make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it 
anything which I know to be false or do not believe to be true. 

Dated the  day of  20 
 
Signature 

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded  
(Supply witness details on rear) 

 

I am ……………………………………………………………………………………..... a Police Officer in the Lancashire Constabulary. 

At …………………………… hours on ……………..…………………………………… I attended …………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...………….. and spoke to the defendant  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

I formally cautioned him/her and issued a warning notice to ……………………………………………………………………………… 

under Section 2 of the Child Abduction Act 1984. 

 

I also verbally explained the notice and confirmed he/she understood it. 

 

The notice was in relation to the child, ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

I also showed ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. a photograph of that child. 

 

She replied ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Signature:  Signature witnessed by:  
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 RESTRICTED (when complete) FORM MG11 

Witness Statement 
(CJ Act 1967, s.9 MC Act 1980, s.s.5A (3a) and 5B MC Rules 1981, r.70) 

 
Statement of 
 
Age if under 18  (if over 18 insert “over 18”).  Occupation 

This statement (consists of page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I 
make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it 
anything which I know to be false or do not believe to be true. 

Dated the  day of  20 
 
Signature 

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded  
(Supply witness details on rear) 

 

I am ……………………………………………………………………………………..... the parent/carer of ……………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………….. who is a child under the age of sixteen years, date of birth 

being ………………………………………………………………………. 

 

At ……………………….…….. hours on ………………..……………………… I have absolutely banned outright, with no 

exceptions ………………………………………………………………………. from visiting any address at which …………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………….. is residing or at and / or from associating with …………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………….. at any place whatsoever. 

 

I am the person with lawful control over ……………………………………………………...…………………………. and can say that 

……………………………………………………………………………………… has no lawful authority to take, remove, keep or detain 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. from my lawful control. 

 

I believe that by making this statement I am acting in the best interest of ………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………….. and support Police action. 

 

I also consent  to the use of a photograph of ………………………………………………………………………. when the police 

issue a warning to …………………………………………………………………………………... 
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County boundary map 
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Guidance on 
child sexual 
exploitation 
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
GUIDANCE TO STAFF 
 
What is sexual exploitation? 
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) is the sexual abuse of 
a child or  young person under 18  by an adult who 
involves them in inappropriate sexual activities either 
with themselves or another often in exchange for /or 
supplies them with something such as alcohol, drugs, 
money, food accommodation or other services. 
 
Sexual exploitation of young people IS a hidden form 
of child abuse. 
  
Children and young people who become involved in 
sexual exploitation face huge risks to their physical, 
emotional and psychological health. 
 
Why do children and young people become involved? 
Young people who run away from home are 
recognised as being much more at risk of being 
targeted as a victim of sexual exploitation. 
 
The common issues and reasons are because they are 
extremely vulnerable, have low self-esteem and poor 
self image. 
 
Vulnerability is identified and targeted by the abusers, 
whether the young person is living with their family, 
looked after away from home or they have run away. 
 
The young person may not see themselves as victims 
and may claim to be acting voluntarily. In reality this is 
NOT voluntary or consenting behaviour. 
 

Indicators for sexual exploitation include: 
• Regularly going missing 

• Truancy from school 

• Being girlfriends/boyfriends with significantly older 

people (e.g. 13 yr old girl with 18yr male) 
• Collected from school/home in unknown cars 

• Unexplained bruising or injuries 

• Unexplained gifts or money 

• Secretive mobile phone use 

• Sexually transmitted infections 

• Associating with other young people who are 
known to be involved in sexual exploitation 

 
All staff deal with incidents of sexual exploitation 
without necessarily recognising the signs. It is 
essential all staff learn to recognise the indicators and 
warning signs and ensure positive action is taken to 
prevent further abuse of our vulnerable children. 
 
What can you do? 
Sexual exploitation of children and young people 
should not be regarded as a criminal act by the child 
or young person, but as child sexual abuse. 
 
The sexual exploitation of a child or young person will 
almost certainly involve the commission of a crime but 
should not be regarded as a criminal act by the child 
or young person, but as sexual abuse of them.  The 
focus of police investigations and of prosecutions 
should be on the exploiters, not on the child or young 
person who is the victim of sexual exploitation. 
 
Ensure all intelligence/information regarding sexual 
exploitation is reported appropriately.  
 
If in doubt further advice must be sought from your 
divisional Public Protection Unit and/or Missing/
Vulnerable Person Co-coordinator/Exploitation Liaison 
Officer 
 
The young person may not see themselves as victims 
and may claim to be acting voluntarily. In reality this is 
NOT voluntary or consenting behaviour. 
 
Think safeguarding! 
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