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13. Family Help 
Early Help - Social Care 



13.1. Family Help – Our Approach
Our core aim is to work better together with our multi-agency early help partners across all areas in Lancashire, to ensure that Children, young people and their families are safe, healthy and achieve their full potential. Early Help is fundamental to achieving this vision. 
This is a guide for schools and setting who works with children and young people with SEND. Within Lancashire we take a holistic approach to identifying support for children, young people and their families. The aim is to assist schools and setting in identifying a child or young person’s needs, what type of approach may meet those needs, and the process to follow in moving from an identification there are issues to getting the right support, in the right place, at the right time. It introduces a continuum of need and support, or Graduated Approach and gives examples of the factors that may indicate a child, young person and their family need additional support.

It is important that all agencies understand the needs of each individual child or young person within their own context and realise that each situation is unique and specific to that child. This document should assist people in determining the next actions in meeting those needs and to help everyone to: 
• Think clearly to achieve a holistic approach.
• Understand the child in the context of their family and wider community to daw on their strengths and promote their resilience
• Develop ideas and solutions with children, young people and their families, to offer proportionate support in a timely manner by the right person/service and to prevent inappropriate escalation in order to access services. 
• Empower families to make decisions and changes to their own lives. It is important that the appropriate services are accessed to meet needs in a collaborative way, and that families understand that a change takes place.



Please see Working Well with Children and Families in Lancashire for further guidance on thresholds WWWCF_1_2.pdf (proceduresonline.com)

Introduction -How we practice in Children's Services. 
Read our strengths-based-framework-booklet.pdf for Lancashire County Council's practice approach in Children's Services, June 2021. Lancashire’s Model of Practice: Strength Based Approach to working alongside Children, Young People and Families
In Lancashire, from our children and families service and front-door to our leaving care services, we are determined to deliver excellent outcomes for the children, young people, and the families we work alongside. We believe that kindness matters, and we treat people with fairness, dignity, and respect.
Lancashire is committed to ensuring that children and families receive a seamless service through shared professional values, behaviours and approaches across all services. The best interest of the child is central at all times.
Lancashire children, young people and families' partnership vision
Five outcomes
· Vulnerable children and young people are safe from harm and build resilience.
· Children and young people achieve their full potential in education, learning and future employment.
· Children and young people enjoy heathy lifestyles and know how to help others.
· Children, young people and families have a voice in shaping the support they receive.
· Children and young people live in Lancashire where they can enjoy a good quality of life, be happy and want to stay.


13.2 Lancashire Break Time

Lancashire Short Break Services Statement - Lancashire County Council

Lancashire Break Time provides short breaks to give the primary carer of a child a break from their caring role whilst the child or young person attends a fun group activity. The break is for a period of at least two hours. People wishing to use the scheme need to register at the start of each year.
The criteria to qualify for Lancashire Break Time short breaks is to be the unpaid primary carer of a child or young person with special educational needs and/or disabilities, aged 4 to 18 years and living in Lancashire (excluding Blackburn with Darwen and Blackpool). The child or young person will find it difficult to access universal services due to sensory issues, learning difficulties, physical mobility problems, etc. They will not be in receipt of an assessed social care outreach package; those with a higher level of need will receive services through their package of care.
Lancashire Break Time activities take place across Lancashire during term time and school holidays and will continue in their current form until the review of how short breaks are to be delivered is completed. There is a contribution of £2 per hour towards the additional costs for the activities. 
If you think a child or young person meets the criteria and would benefit from a short break, please see further information at:
www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/things-to-do/lancashire-break-time
13.3 SEND newsletter 

Alternatively, you could also encourage parents to sign up to the Lancashire FIND Newsletter, which will be rebadged to become the SEND newsletter this year.  Family Information Network Directory (FIND) newsletter - Lancashire County Council  is a free and useful resource for professionals and parent/carers of children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities. The newsletter is published every 3 months providing information and advice, signposting, services and support; local and national regarding a range of SEND needs and issues. Parent/carers can register to receive this newsletter by registering on the FIND database on the above page. 

For professionals supporting families with children and young people who have SEND, this newsletter can be a useful reference for them and to share with parent/carers.  

13.4 SEND Local Offer 

You can also advise them to access information about the Lancashire County Council`s Local Offer. This includes information on activities for children and information on local support groups.

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/



13.6
13.5 Local Offer – Things to Do

The Local Offer has a specific page which provides the links to a range of free activities. Things to do - Lancashire County Council
 
13.6 Local Offer – POWAR / Youth Zone
It also provides links to the POWAR Young people`s participation network. POWAR is a participation group for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities. 
It is run by Lancashire County Council's Targeted Youth Support and Participation service. POWAR influences decision making and helps to make a difference to young people’s lives. They hold regular meetings which are informal and fun. These meetings are open to young people from secondary school age up to 25. For more information, visit the POWAR webpage. 

These pages also provide information on the Youth Zones and the SEND Local Offer
Special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) - local offer - Lancashire County Council


13.7 Local Offer – Lancashire Parent Carer Forum 
The Lancashire Parent Carer Forum (LPCF) is a parent led, voluntary group of parent's carers and grandparents, all with children or young people (CYP) aged 0-25 with Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND) our children and young people have wide variety of SEND.

As a parent led organisation, they promote the parent voice through participation and co-production to hold services to account and act as the cement in the SEND Partnership Board.
They look to recruit parent representatives who will join key working groups within the SEND Partnership Board and provide training to them to fulfil this pivotal role as parent representatives. So, if you have parents with skills sets and ambitions to support other parents and to shape services encourage them to join the Forum. If parents wish to join, they can follow this link. admin@lancashireparentcarerforum.org.uk 

Lancashire Parents Carer Forum has a website and is actively involved in distributing information to parents and in working with other professionals in organizing local parent workshops and coffee mornings. Lancashire Parent Carer Forum - Lancashire County Council
Contact is the national organisation that oversees funding to Forums across the Country.
Parent carer participation | Contact

13.8 Holiday and Activity Food Programme
Funding for the programme has been provided from the Department for Education (DfE) to Lancashire County Council. Holiday activities and food programme (HAF) - Lancashire County Council
To get a free place on the Holiday Activities and Food Programme (HAF) your family needs to be eligible for free school meals. 
13.9 Equipment and Adaptations to the Family Home
Where a child has a significant physical disability and may require adaptations to the family home, contact Lancashire County Council Social Services 0300 123 6720 and tell them the child or young person need adaptations in your home. An initial assessment of the child`s needs will be carried by an Occupational Therapist, who will confirm the needs. The local District Councils who undertake the adaptations will then appoint a surveyor to recommend how the work will be done. Spend above £30k is subject to a means test. ( You do not need a social care assessment to apply for an adaptation)
The Government guidance issued below outlines the process for a Disabled Facilities Grant, Child Care, Motability applications; whilst the Contact site offers further advice on equipment.
Help if you have a disabled child: Overview - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Aids, equipment and adaptations | Contact
Details of the main NHS services are available within the SEND Directory – click on Health – enter equipment in search.
13.10 Team around the Family

In the first instance you should prompt the parent to request a TAF to consider their social care needs with yourself as the education provider and Lead Professional, and with key professionals involved with the child. The TAF should help signpost parents to local activities, explore other parenting advice required – and will then provide evidence for future onward referral. Depending upon the circumstances you may wish to consult the Community Support Worker attached from CFW to your school or provision.

13.11 Making a referral for Early Help or Social Care
This page outlines the processes involved in requesting support from Children`s services.
Requesting support from Children's Services - Lancashire County Council
The following top tips are provided to you to facilitate the process.



You can also direct parents to the following information available on the web- site should they choose to refer themselves in directly or where the situation is more urgent. In relation to requesting a Social Care Assessment the following link outlines the process and key telephone number. Call 0300 123 6720 

Social care support for children and families - Lancashire County Council
In cases, where you do undertake to facilitate the referral for the parent, then as an Internal professional here is the link to our Request for Support E-Form – https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-children-and-families/safeguarding-children/requesting-support-from-childrens-services/

It is always useful to prompt parents to consider what is working well – what assessments have been previously undertaken – what are they and you are worried about – what is the outcome of their request for support. These are questions they will need to complete within their request.

In some cases, you may find that parents may have had an assessment completed in the last year and the case has been closed. In such cases, you will need to prompt them to refer in again. You will need them to be clear on how their circumstances have changed, or if the referral is for another child. 

You should advise the parent that whilst they may request a Social Care Assessment the MASH team will determine whether there are unmet social care needs or not.  If an assessment is offered, this could be completed at an Early Help level by a Child & Family Worker or a Child & Family Assessment by a Social Worker.  The outcome might be that there are no unmet needs, and they may be signposted to other services.


13.12 Child & Family Wellbeing Service
The Children and Family Wellbeing Service (CFW) offers early help and support to children, young people age 0-19+yrs (0 -25yrs for SEND) and their families across Lancashire. The service responds as early as possible when a child, young person or family needs support, helping them to access services to meet their needs and working with them to ensure the support offered is right for them, is offered in the right place, and at the right time. 

The main focus of the service is to provide an enhanced level of support which is prioritised towards those groups or individuals who have more complex or intensive needs or who are at risk and particularly where we think that providing early help will make a positive difference. Children and Family Wellbeing staff are skilled, committed and recognise that every family has different needs. The service approach is to listen, understand and work alongside individuals and families to make the changes that will help them get to where they need to be.

If you think a child or young person and their family would benefit from the involvement of the Child and Family Wellbeing Service then please see referral information for professionals at the following link: http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-children-and-families/children-and-family-wellbeing-service/
The following link provides information on what the Child & Family Wellbeing Service Offer is: children-and-family-wellbeing-service-offer-february-2022.pdf

The following link provides guidance on how to request support from the Child and Family Wellbeing Service. lcc-childrens-services-request-for-support-guidance-for-professionals.pdf



13.13 Children in Need

Children and young people with a disability, are considered 'children in need' under section 17(10) c. of the Children Act 1989. Parent carers of disabled children and young people can request an assessment of need by children's services. This social work assessment will identify a child or young person's needs, alongside the needs of the whole family. The assessment will identify any unmet social care needs and consider how these needs can best be met. 
· Children and young people with severe and profound disabilities will be assessed by the Children with Disabilities Service. 

· Children and young people with SEN, mild and moderate disabilities will be assessed and supported by workers within other Children's Social Care Services. 
Where social workers within other teams require advice and support this is readily made available via consultations to ensure the needs analysis is detailed and that thresholds for support are consistent with regards to short breaks and other provision.

The Service threshold criteria are included here:





3.14 Assessment process

When completing an assessment, the social worker will look at several issues that may be affecting the child (or children) and family. The assessment will look at each of the three domains of The Framework for Assessment including the Child`s Development Needs, Parenting Capacity and Family and Environmental Factors.

Prior to the assessment being started workers will provide parents with an explanation of the assessment processes and confirm consent to talk to other professionals and access assessments and reports already completed for the child. Parents are advised at the offset of the Complaints Procedure and that their views are valued and will be included within the assessment, and that where professional judgement`s differ the Social Worker will be clear why.

The worker will find out about the strengths and difficulties in the family by asking questions about:
· The nature of the child’s disability and how it impacts on both their life and that of their family and parent carer.
· How the child is doing in terms of education, health and learning about how they are getting on with other people. 
· The care of the child - including how well parent(s) or carer(s) are offering basic care, keeping the child safe, helping them learn, offering guidance and a stable home.
· The family circumstances, wider family and community networks
· The child’s wishes and feelings, goals, aspirations, dreams and what is important to them and any worries or concerns they may have
· Depending on the age of the child, any needs to prepare for adulthood 
· The parent`s emotional resources and resilience – for the most part we seek to integrate consideration of parent`s needs within the assessment and will consider the employment, training, leisure and recreational needs of the parent carer.
· Parent carers can also request a stand-alone Parent carer needs assessments under Section 97 of the Children & Families Act 2014 
The social worker will: 

· Meet with the child at home and school – to explore their views by using child friendly tools together with them
This will be discussed with the parent to ensure the child feels comfortable and understands what is being asked of them. 
· Meet or talk to both parents and with siblings and other members of their family, who are active within the child`s life. 
· Talk to other professionals who work with the family, such as the child’s teacher or family doctor. We will confirm this within a consent agreement, or be clear where safeguarding concerns take precedence 

Completion of the assessment does require parents to make themselves reasonably available, and Social Workers will seek to agree a number of dates at the offset so this can be done well within the outside target 45 working days.  




3.15 After the assessment 

Prior to the assessment being completed the Social Worker will provide the parent with a copy to ensure their views are captured. The Social Worker will then confirm outcome of the assessment: 

· Where a child has needs which require continued social work support, then a plan called a Child in Need (CIN) Plan will be offered. The plan will be drawn up with parents, young people and key agencies to confirm the needs of the child and agreed outcomes and who need to achieve them. Where a child needs support to meet care needs, we will discuss a support package too
· Where we feel that child and family's needs could be met by the support of school or health professionals involved, then we would step down responsibility for supporting child to a TAF process as outlined in Level 2 of the Continuum of Need.  
· For some children we may with their agreement signpost to other services, this may include Breaks Time. 

Where a child has a Child in Need Plan is in place, a Child in Need (CIN) Review Meeting with the child, parent or carer will be held on an agreed basis. Where the child has an EHCP the Social Worker will seek to synchronise the two reviews to minimise duplication.  

Support packages
Where the Social Worker assesses that the child or family need a support package, they will need to seek the necessary authorisations.  
The Social Worker will in such situations talk to the family to consider if they would want a Direct Payment to enable them to buy in the required support themselves. This option allows people to recruit their own staff and can offer greater flexibility around when the support is provided. These payments do not affect benefits and are paid onto a pre-payment card. 
Direct payments - Lancashire County Council
Where parents want more information or advice they can contact Lancashire Independent Living Services (LILS) on 01772 558863, who oversee the Direct Payment Scheme
Parents are also given the option of using Break Time Plus, which enables them to arrange care directly with providers. Break Time Plus - Lancashire County Council

For other parents a care agency or specific provider may be their preferred option.

13.16. Preparing for Adulthood (Transitions from Children's to Adults' Services)
Preparing for Adulthood should be a regular feature of a young person`s reviews from age 14 onwards, and so that the services and support they need can be put in place to start at 18. There should be a Transition Plan, which considers education, training and employment, health and social care needs, and housing if required.  
Where young people aged 18 or over continue to have EHC plans under the Children and Families Act 2014, and they make the move to adult care and support, the care and support aspects of the EHC plan will be provided under the Care Act. The statutory care and support plan must form the basis of the 'care' element of the EHC plan. 
Under the Care Act 2014 all young people going through the transition process are entitled to independent advocacy. 
· Where a young person is open to Children`s Social Care services they will arrange the necessary introductions to the Transitions Service. 

· However, some young people are not open to Children`s Social Care services and may require care provision after 18, especially where it is identified within the EHCP review that continued education provision would not be beneficial, or additional support is required to provide for their independence.
If a young person with SEND is presenting with needs for care and support as they approach adulthood, then they can request an Adult Needs Assessment. Care and support means the help some adults need to live as well as possible with any illness or disability they may have. 
The young person has to consent to an assessment and where there are doubts about their capacity to do so The Mental Capacity Act 2005 applies. The young person can choose to have someone present with them such as a relative, friend or carer. If there is no appropriate support and the young person has substantial difficulty in being involved in the process, then the local authority will organise an advocate for them.

If you are of the view that a young person would benefit from an Adult Social Care Assessment then the young person or family can self-refer, or ask someone, such as, school or even family member, to get in touch on their behalf. 
To make a referral or contact us for a discussion and information on 0300 123 6720 or out of hours 0300 123 6722.
The assessment will determine if the young person is eligible for support under the Care Act 2014 which, like the Children and Families Act 2014, focuses on promoting an individual’s well-being. The local authority applies rules set by the Government (for more information see: Care and Support (Eligibility Criteria) Regulations which are issued under the Care Act 2014). 
You can also access information on the eligibility criteria for adult care and support by following the link here : Assessing your needs - Lancashire County Council
The assessment is a two-way conversation to allow the young person to express their needs, wishes, feelings and for the assessor to understand and work with them to identify what is going well and what would help to improve their situation. The assessor will build on any previous assessments or plans in place for the young person so that they do not have to repeat their story. The assessment will include how the young person looks after themselves, it can include help with things like washing; dressing; eating; getting out and about and keeping in touch with friends or family.

Transition Assessments for adult care or support will determine if the young person is likely to have needs for care and support after they turn 18; and which are likely to be eligible needs. 

Where a young person's needs are not eligible for adult services, local authorities must provide information and advice about how those needs may be met and the provision and support that young people can access in their local area. 
Where a transition assessment identifies needs that are likely to be eligible, Adult Services will look to provide an Indicative Personal Budget so that young people have an idea of how much their care and support will cost when they enter the adult system. The young person may have to pay a contribution towards their care and support which is based on a financial assessment that looks at their income and any savings they may have.
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Ensure that you select 'no' when the form asks if you are providing 'Information only' and 'request for information'

By ticking 'no' you will open up further parts of the form that are required.

Consent

Have parents/carers provided informed consent for a Request for Support? MASH are restricted in their work if it is not clear that consent has been provided by a carer with parental responsibility. There are only certain situations when parental consent can be legally overridden, familiarise yourself with Lancashire's guidance Requesting support from Children's Services - Lancashire County Council 

















































Requests for Support

(RFS)

Top Tips

Clear on CON and Working Well with Families



Take time to directly reference the 'Working Well with Families' document when you are suggesting the CON level. 



Show how you have reached your conclusions, if you are unsure then explain the reasons for this, it isn't straightforward!



If the team around the family support your CON level then please state this clearly, this will provide additional weight to your recommendation.







































Child focussed

It is right to highlight concerns around adult behaviour but ensure that you are evidencing the impact on the child, this will determine the CON level, not the adult's behaviour.

Consider these questions;

What has the child said/communicated? How have they presented? What attempts have been made by professionals to understand the child's world? What does this child experience every day? Who is important to this child?





Evidence multi-agency support provided

MASH will closely consider what support has been provided to the family, you will be challenged on this if you have not been explicit about the help that has already been provided. 

Demonstrate what has worked and what has not been successful. For example if there are concerns around neglect have you used the Graded Care Profile 2? Have you visited the family home? Have you explored if the family are receiving all financial benefits? Have you spoken to different family members? What direct work have you completed with the children?

Identify the support required

Provide your suggested plan going forward, what do the child, parents, you and fellow professionals think should happen next and why? What support are you going to keep providing no matter what the outcome? What benefit is a Children's Social Care assessment going to bring to the child?



Have you evidenced what help you have provided?





   [image: 3d man thinking with red question marks Stock Photo by ©3dconceptsman  19469197]ncluded?

Provide factual information

Provide factual, evidence-based information, avoid speculation or rumour. Be transparent when you are presenting information that may be second or third hand, question the reliability of your sources if required.
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Strengths based

Present a balance in your information, highlighting positives will demonstrate a rounded position, avoid listing concerns. Highlight what the family are doing well, what areas are there to build upon? Take a trauma focus, what barriers and difficulties may parents be experiencing and why? Attempt to put yourself in their shoes and reserve judgement.





image2.jpeg







image20.jpeg







image3.png

Ol

02

0/

06

N TIMEOFLIFE  AND INJUSTICE
Flla IEIEElrrﬁlElau N s FEELING
7/ UUNDER THREAT
OR MORAL CHANGE .~ s
AN , / ey
“ N\ ,

~

SUSCEPTIBILTY  FORIDENTTY,
T0 INDOCTRINATION MEANING AND
//
s . o
A NEED TO / N
DOMINATEAND 7 ' AN AR
CONTROLOTHERS /~  ADESREFIR |
EXCITEMENT
AND ADVENTURE

S ;

03

0

=) Lancashire

W)

¥

v&2? Prevent Partnership

“Working together for safer communities”

BEING AT A FEELINGS
TRANSITIONAL  OF GRIEVANCE

-
~ -
-~

A NEED

04

©

@)

05

concern@lancashire.pnn.police.uk








image3.emf
CwD Criteria -  January 2023 FINAL.pdf


CwD Criteria - January 2023 FINAL.pdf


 


 


 


 


 


 


Children with Disabilities (CwD) Service:  Criteria for Assessment and Support 


(January 2023) 


 


The needs of many disabled children and young people can be met through the duties 


placed on local authorities to provide information, advice and guidance to families, for 


example, through Lancashire's Local Offer for Children and Young People with SEND; and 


by universal and additional services provided by statutory, voluntary and private sectors.   


Disabled children and young people under 18, are considered 'children in need' under the 


Children Act 1989.  Parent carers of disabled children and young people can request an 


assessment of need by children's services.  This social work assessment will identify a child 


or young person's needs, alongside the needs of the whole family.  The assessment will 


identify any unmet social care needs and consider how these needs can best be supported. 


Children and young people with severe and profound disabilities will be assessed and 


supported by the Children with Disabilities Service.  Children and young people with mild 


and moderate disabilities will be assessed and supported by workers within other Children's 


Social Care Services.  This will maximise children and young people's inclusion and avoid 


labelling or unnecessary dependence on specialist services.     


The Children with Disabilities (CwD) Service are a specialist team.  Appropriate referrals to 


the service include children and young people aged 0 – 17 who have a lifelong:  


• severe or profound learning disability  


• complex health needs  


• severe or profound physical disability  


• severe sensory impairment  


Children and young people must have received these diagnoses from a doctor, consultant or 


psychologist as appropriate  


The CWD team will not routinely work with: 


• A child who has a diagnosis of Asperger’s syndrome or ADHD unless this is 
linked to a severe learning disability or other complex impairment 


• Children with a medical condition which is not severe, profound or lifelong 


• Children with social, emotional and behavioural difficulties  


 


 







 


 


The following guidance can be used to consider a child or young person's level of need against the criteria above: 


Category Mild Moderate Severe  Profound  


1.  Mobility Able to walk but with some 


limitations (for example, 


walks more slowly, unable 


to run).  


Young child - mobility 


functioning slightly behind 


the level expected for age. 
 


Able to walk, but only with 


aids.  May have wheelchair 


for intermittent use.  


Young child mobility 


functioning around half of 


the level expected for age. 


Unable to walk, wheelchair 


user.  May be able to 


stand/transfer with support.  


Able to manoeuvre self at 


least some of the time in a 


wheelchair. 


Totally dependent on carer 


for mobility, in wheelchair or 


buggy and over age 3. 


2.  Fine Motor 


 


 


 
 


Some difficulty with play, 


writing or drawing (for 


example, tremor, 


unsteadiness, lack of fine 


control).  


Young child - functioning 


slightly behind the level 


expected for age. 


Hand movement only with 


considerate difficulty or 


requiring aid or assistance.  


Young child functioning 


around half the level 


expected for age. 


Mostly unable to use hands 


effectively but able to use 


switch systems (for 


example, to operate toys, 


computers, wheelchairs or 


communication aid). 


Unable to operate even 


simple aids or switch 


systems.  


Totally dependent on others. 


3.  Personal Care Slight difficulties with eating, 


drinking, washing or 


dressing but manages 


independently. 


Young child - functioning 


slightly behind the level 


expected for age. 


Supervision and/or 


assistance required for 


some activities with or 


without the use of aids.  


Young child functioning 


around two thirds of the 


level expected for age. 


Supervision and/or 


assistance required for 


most activities most of the 


time, bearing in mind the 


child/young person’s 


chronological age 


Over five and total care 


required. 


No assistance from the 


child/young person. 


4.  Continence Slight difficulties but 


manages independently. 


Over eight with occasional 


day time wetting.  


Severe learning disability or 


severe physical disability 


with continence unlikely to 


Older child with a severe 


learning disability or severe 


physical disability 







 


Category Mild Moderate Severe  Profound  


Over five and regularly wets 


the bed at night.  Dry by 


day. 


Over five and soils 


occasionally. 


Over eleven with regular 


night-time 


wetting.  Possibility of 


improvement with training 


and support. 


improve with training and 


support (behaviour may 


include smearing). 


completely dependent on 


carer to be clean or dry. 


No control of either bowel or 


bladder. 


5.  Hearing & 


Vision 


The NatSiP 


(National Sensory 


Impairment 


Partnership) 


criteria have been 


used to indicate 


mild, moderate, 


severe and 


profound hearing 


loss, vision loss 


and multi-sensory 


impairment 


NatSIP_Eligibility_


Criteria.pdf 
 


Hearing Loss:  Unaided 


threshold 21-40 dBHL 


Hearing Loss:  Unaided 


threshold 41-70 dBHL 


Hearing Loss:  Unaided 


threshold 71-95 dBHL 


Hearing Loss:  Unaided 


threshold in excess   of 95 


dBHL 


Vision Loss:  Dual 


impairment with a mild loss 


in both modalities. 


Vision Loss:  Dual 


impairment with a moderate 


loss in both or the most 


affected modality 


  Vision Loss:  Dual 


impairment with a severe 


loss in both or the most 


affected modality 


Vision Loss:  Dual 


impairment with a profound 


loss in both or the most 


affected modality 


Multi-sensory impairment is defined as diagnosed vision and hearing impairments with at least a mild loss in each 


modality – The Children with Disabilities Team will undertake assessments of all children and young people with multi-


sensory impairment (MSI) in partnership with Specialist Teaching Service MSI Specialist Teacher.   


The assessment of need will inform the support to be provided and which team in Social Care or Early Help is the best 


team to provide this support.  


6.  Physical 


Health 


Known persistent disease, 


under control and only 


occasionally interfering with 


Intermittent but regular 


limitation of normal 


activities.  May interfere 


Long term severe, complex 


and significant interference 


with ‘normal’ activities 


associated with a physical 


Unable to take part in any 


social or education 


activities.  Total 



file:///C:/Users/fharris001/Downloads/NatSIP_Eligibility_Criteria.pdf

file:///C:/Users/fharris001/Downloads/NatSIP_Eligibility_Criteria.pdf





 


Category Mild Moderate Severe  Profound  


everyday activities in a 


minor way. 


 


with education or 


development. 


and/or learning disability, or 


life-long or life-limiting 


condition which is 


degenerative. 


medical/nursing support 


required. 


7. Communication Delayed language 


development only. 


Delayed and/or disordered 


language development 


causing significant difficulty 


in communication outside 


the home. 


 Speech supplemented by 


signing or communication 


aid.  Inability to use speech 


in a socially interactive 


manner. 


None or very little speech 


used but able to 


communicate at least basic 


needs using speech, 


signing or communication 


aids, according to 


chronological age. For 


example, severe autism 


with low IQ and severe 


sensory dysfunction. 


Unable to communicate 


needs by any method. 


Unable to use 


communication aid. 


8.  Learning Pre-school child 


performance slightly behind 


that expected for age.  


 


Education assessment 


recommends differentiated 


curriculum or individual or 


small group support to 


supplement core subjects. 


School age child in 


mainstream. 


 


Pre-school child functions 


around the level typical of a 


child who is two thirds of 


their chronological age.  


School age child with MLD 


(mild learning disabilities) 


and with multiple 


needs.  Education 


assessment shows 


attainment outside expected 


range of levels for Key 


Stage on a core subject. 


 


Pre-school child functioning 


around the level typical of a 


child who is half their 


chronological age.  


A school age child or young 


person who has a Severe 


Learning or Severe Physical 


Disability whose 


Educational Assessment 


shows that the National 


Curriculum must be 


significantly modified to 


support their Learning 


needs and who is working 


Pre-school child functioning 


around the level typical of a 


child who is less than one 


third of their chronological 


age. 


A school age child or young 


person who has a Severe 


Learning or Severe Physical 


Disability whose Educational 


Assessment shows that the 


National Curriculum must be 


totally modified to support 


their Learning needs and 







 


Category Mild Moderate Severe  Profound  


significantly below expected 


levels. 


who is working completely 


below expected levels. 


9.  Behavioural 


and social 


interaction 


Some behaviour difficulties 


– mild, transient or 


infrequent.  Can be 


managed without any 


special provision. 


Behavioural problems 


severe or frequent enough 


to require some specialist 


provision, but not at all the 


time. 


Diagnosed physical and/or 


severe learning disability 


that makes it difficult to 


function within their family 


or peer group most of the 


time unless special 


provision is made.  This 


does not include children 


with Autism or ADHD 


unless accompanied by a 


severe learning disability. 


Diagnosed physical and/or 


severe learning disability 


affecting all aspects of the 


child’s functioning and 


behaviour that places child 


and carers at risk. 
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