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Appendices A, B, C and D refer 
 
 
Executive Summary  
This report provides an update on Forum related correspondence since the last meeting. 
 
 
 
Recommendations 

 
The Forum is asked to: 

a) Note the report; 
b) Express any views on the correspondence received. 

  



Background 
This report provides an update on Forum related correspondence since the last meeting. 
 
a) Forum letter to MPs about the Funding Crisis Facing Lancashire Schools 

After the Forum meeting in July 2017, the Forum Chair re-sent a letter to all Lancashire MPs, 
highlighting the Forum's concerns about the funding crisis facing schools in the County. 
 
Responses have been received from 3 Lancashire MPs.   
 
Cat Smith, MP for Lancaster and Fleetwood, responded on 12 July 2017, indicating that she 
shared the views expressed in the Forum's letter and provided assurances that she would 
continue to speak up for Lancashire schools.  A copy of this letter is provided at Appendix A.   
 
Appendix B is a copy of the response from Nigel Evans, MP for the Ribble Valley, also dated 
12 July 2017.  This response highlights the additional £1.3b for core school funding 
announced by the Education Secretary. 
 
The third MP response, which is attached at Appendix C, is from from Lindsay Hoyle, MP for 
Chorley, which forwards a copy of the Forum correspondence to the Secretary of State for 
Education.  The letter welcomes the announcement of additional funding and seeks 
assurances that the additional funding does not come at the expense of existing funding 
streams. 
 
 
b) Living wage for school employees 
Email correspondence has been received from the Governors of a Lancashire nursery 
school, dated 19 September 2017, in connection with the Living Wage.   
 
The email indicates that the governors originally chose to adopt the Living Wage for their 
employees but have had to reverse this decision due to "recent budget cuts".  The school 
indicates that this is "upsetting" as many governors still believe that the policy is "the only 
ethical way forward", but have had no choice but "to unadopt the policy to be able to afford 
to employ our current staff" 
 
The correspondence asks that this situation is report to the Forum. 
 
 
c) School Place Planning 

Another Forum letter sent by the Chair after the July meeting was to the Secretary of State 
for Communities and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Education to highlight 
the disconnect at national level between the pressure put on local councils to approve 
additional house building and other government departments responsible for funding related 
costs. 
 
A response, dated 25 September 2017, has been received from Lord Nash, Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for the School System.  A copy of the letter is attached at Appendix 
D.  The correspondence recognises the need to maximise developer contributions to assist 
in the provision of school places generated by housing development and sets out what the 
Government have been doing in response to the issues. 
 



 
d) Unavoidable Closure and Loss of Income 

Correspondence has been received from a nursery school dated 30 August 2017.  During 
the Summer Term 2017 a number of children who attended the school contracted EColi.  The 
source of the infection was not linked to the nursery but the school was advised to close for 
2 day.  Children were also excluded until they could return a negative EColi sample, which 
meant some children missed upto 4 weeks. 
 
The Nursery School is open full year and accommodates children aged 0-4 years old on a 
full day care basis, providing breakfast, lunch and after school facilities from 8am-6pm.  The 
school relies on the additional fees paid by parents accessing facilities for children who are 
not eligible for government funding or who access the additional facilities. 
 
Despite the nursery being found not to have been the source of infection Environmental 
Health and Infection Control both issued action plans which included a requirement for the 
entire nursery to be deep cleaned and a number of additional actions resulting in removal or 
replacement of equipment and materials.   
 
The combined loss of income and expenditure to address the action plans resulted in a total 
cost to the Nursery School of £10,000, at a time when the budget is extremely tight.  No 
insurance was available to cover this loss through the LCC provision.  A copy of the letter 
has been shared with the Forum Chair's Group. 
 
The letter asks that the Forum to consider: 
 

 Making a contingency allocation to the school in recognition of the impact the 
unavoidable events have had on our fragile budget.   

 The second is to consider whether Lancashire County Council could provide insurance 
for schools to reduce the impact of similar situations in the future.   

 
 
e) Letter to United Utilities 

Announcements from the Chief Executive United Utilities (UU) indicating that they have 
agreed to make some concessions to the Surface Water and Highway Drainage (SWHD) for 
schools were reported in the last cycle of meetings.  Members welcomed the potential savings 
for Lancashire schools and academies as a result of this proposal, but were concerned that 
the eligibility criteria for the concessions appeared to exclude nursery schools. 
 
The Chair therefore wrote to UU requesting the inclusion of nursery schools in any 
concessions scheme. 
 
To date, no response has been received. 
 
On a related matter, discussions at the Schools Block Working Group noted that the Water 
Plus billing system seemed unable to process the Surface Water and Highway Drainage 
(SWHD) concessions for schools that were announced in previous correspondence from 
United Utilities. 
 
The Forum may wish send a reminder letter on the nursery school concessions issue, which 
could also mention the billing system issues. 












	item 14 forum correspondence FINAL
	item 14 Appendix A mp response cat smith
	item 14 Appendix B mp response nigel evans
	item 14 Appendix C Lindsay Hoyle MP letter to sec of state
	item 14 Appendix D Lord Nash response
	img-X03164008-0001
	img-X03164020-0001


