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Executive Summary  
 

This report summarises the changes to the membership of the Forum since the last meeting. 
 
 
Forum Decision Required 
 
The Forum is asked to:  
 

a) Note the report; 
b) Express condolences to Ruth Pollock's family and friends; 
c) Welcome (or welcome back) Chris Shields, Lucy Sutton, Kathleen Cooper Louise 

Martin, Julie Langham and Michael Clark to the Forum; 
d) Thank Mike Holden for his contribution to the Forum. 

 
 

 
 

  



Background  
This report provides information on Forum membership issues that have arisen since the last 
Forum meeting. Details are provided below. 
 
Ruth Pollock, primary school governor 
As some members will already be aware, primary school governor Ruth Pollock sadly passed 
away during the summer break, whilst on holiday in America. 
 
The Forum will wish to express condolences to Ruth's family and friends. 
 
Annual Membership Review 
Outcomes from nomination and election processes undertaken as part of the Forum annual 
membership review were reported to the last meeting. 
 
The Forum will wish to welcome (or welcome back) the following members: 
 

 Chris Shields, headteacher at Walton-le-Dale Primary School; 

 Lucy Sutton, deputy headteacher at Brockholes Wood Primary School: 

 Kathleen Cooper from SS Peter and Paul Catholic Primary School, Mawdesley  

 Louise Martin from St Anne's Catholic Primary School, Leyland 
 
Secondary School Headteacher  
Nominations have been sought to fill a secondary school headteacher vacancy on the Forum. 
 
One nomination was received from Julie Langham, Business Manager at Ormskirk School.  
Julie has therefore been appointed to the Forum. 
 
Members will wish to welcome Julie to the Forum. 
 
GMB Observer 
Michael Clark is the regional officer for the GMB union for schools in Lancashire, and has 
been invited to join the Forum, as an observer.  This is in line with observer places offered to 
other unions. 
 
Members will wish to welcome Michael to the Forum. 
 
Special School Governor  

Following the Forum resignation of special school governor Max Lunt in April 2017, a 
replacement special school governor was appointed. 
 
However, since the initial appointment, the new governor member has not been able to 
commit to Forum events and has decided to resign from the Forum. 
 
The LA will therefore make arrangements to seek a new special school governor 
representative. 
 
 
Primary School Headteacher Representative 
On 13 October 2017, Mike Holden, Primary School Headteacher Representative, sent an 
email tendering his resignation from the Forum.   



 
Mike was an original member of the Forum and his email thanks colleagues for the 
opportunity to work alongside them, expresses a view that Forum should be proud of its 
achievements and wishes everyone well for the future.  At Mike's request, the email has been 
forwarded to the Forum chair and chairs of working groups on which Mike served. 
 
The LA will make arrangements to seek a replacement primary school headteacher. 
 
 
Academy Voting Places 

The Schools Forum regulations specify that the proportion of primary, secondary and 
academy members must be proportionate to the pupil numbers in these schools and the 
places must be kept under review. 
 
As members will be aware, in the 2016/17 academic year, academies had six mainstream 
representatives on the Forum, but voting places were restricted to 5 based on the pupil 
population at the time. 
 
A review of pupil numbers from September 2017 has revealed that the balance of pupils in 
academies has increased to a level when the sixth voting place can be released.  Voting 
places at mainstream schools for 2017/18 will therefore be as follows: 
 

 22 Primary      (11 heads, 11 governors) 

 12 Secondary (6 heads, 6 governors) 

 6 Academy    (3 principals, 3 governor) 
 

 


