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Welcome to Issue 87 of ‘Fair Exchange?’ a Pre-Forum Edition of the eNewsletter of the Lancashire Schools' Forum.  

Fair Exchange? 
 

Schools National Funding Formula (SNFF) and High Needs Funding Formula  

The Government have released outcomes from their stage 2 consultation on the Schools National 
Funding Formula (SNFF) and High Needs Funding Formula and provided tables showing estimated 
allocations at Local Authority (LA) level for 2018/19 and 2019/20. 
 
The announcements indicate that an additional £1.3b will be made available for schools core funding 
over the next two financial years (£416m in 2018/19 and £884m in 2019/20). 
 
The ESFA have also published indicative SNFF funding for each primary and secondary school and 
academy for the next two years, based on data from the last years October 2016 census: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-funding-formula-tables-for-schools-and-high-needs 
(Individual school allocations are shown on the 'Impact of the schools national funding formula' 
spreadsheet, which includes a 'look up a school' tab). 
 
In the Schools Block, this additional core funding combined with the SNFF methodology should: 

 Increase the basic amount that every pupil will attract in 2018/19 and 2019/20; 

 Allow for gains of up to 3% per pupil for 'underfunded' schools for the next two years; 

 Provide at least a 0.5% a year per pupil cash increase for every school in 2018/19 and 2019/20. 
 
It is for each LA and schools forum to set the formula mechanism for the next two years. Until more 
detailed formula arrangements are established along with final data from the ESFA from this autumn's 
census, no one can confirm exact funding for an individual school. 
 
Please also note: 

 Whilst indicative allocations may rise, please remember that pay and prices are also increasing; 

 The figures provided by the government are only an indication of the DSG grant local authorities 
will receive and is not what schools will actually receive; 

 It is for each local authority to decide on the local formula and how much each individual school 
will receive over the next two years; 

 The actual funding schools will receive in 2018/19 & 2019/20 will definitely differ from the indicative 
figures provided on the government website, due to changes in data supplied by schools in the 
interim and due to the application of the local formula; 

 There is an ongoing consultation exercise in Lancashire which will assist Schools Forum in 
deciding the outcome for Lancashire schools, all schools are encouraged to participate. The 
consultation questionnaire is available from the link below: 
https://lccsecure.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/questionnaires/runQuestionnaire.asp?qid=721016  

 A second consultation on the formula options for Lancashire in 2018/19 will be undertaken later 

in the Autumn term, after DfE have released further details behind their calculations. 

WHAT IS HAPPENING NATIONALLY? 
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The ESFA Operational Guidance for 2018/19 
confirms that service de-delegations remain 
allowable during the transitional SNFF 'soft' formula 
arrangements in 2018/19 and 2019/20, but are 
subject to continued annual consultation with schools 
and approval by the Schools Forum. 
 
Primary and Secondary school colleagues are asked 
to respond to the 2018/19 Service De-delegation 
consultation, which has been issued on the Schools 
Portal.  For 2018/19, it is again proposed to de-
delegate the following services: 
 

 Staff costs – Public Duties/Suspensions; 

 Museum Service - Primary Schools Only; 

 Support for Schools in Financial Difficulty. 
 
Colleagues can let us know their views by completing 
the eform available from the link below, by 14 
October 2017: 

https://lccsecure.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/questio
nnaires/runQuestionnaire.asp?qid=721016 

FORUM UPDATE 

De-delegations 2018/19 

 

This is the first newsletter of the 2017/18 academic year.  
The Schools Forum hopes that all colleagues had an 
enjoyable summer.   
 

The minutes of the last Forum meeting held on 4 July 2017 
have now been added to the Schools Forum website. All 
Schools Forum agendas and minutes are in the public 
domain and can be accessed at: 

 
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-
children-and-families/education/schools-forum/schools-
forum-minutes-and-agendas.aspx 

 

Remember:  

 Decision taken by the Schools Forum will be binding on primary and secondary schools in 
that phase 

 De-delegations are not allowed for academies and different arrangements apply to Early 
Years Block and High Needs Block funding. 
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QUESTIONS? 

Remember, if you have any questions about the Schools Forum,  

please contact Paul Bonser, Forum Clerk, 01772 531815, or email 

schoolsforum@lancashire.gov.uk 

Schools Forum Autumn Term Cycle 2017 

  
The early autumn term cycle of meetings will culminate in the 
Schools Forum meeting on 24 October 2017. This meeting 
will consider the responses to the consultations on the 
principles to apply to Lancashire's Schools Block funding 
formula for 2018/19 and on service de-delegations.  The 
Forum will use the school responses to begin to shape the 
funding arrangement for April 2018. 
 
Autumn Term Forum cycle will also consider a number of 
other reports, including:  
 

 Lancashire SEND Graduated Response; 

 SEND Sufficiency and Suitability Survey; 

 Schools Heading Towards Financial Difficulty and 3 
Year Budget Forecasts; 

 Schools Management Information System Software; 

 Charging for Admissions Appeal. 
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