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Teachers Notes
6
Police Interview 

· Safety in the town centres – police presence

· Effects of budget cuts on numbers of police available

· Dealing with people who have had large amounts of alcohol

· Changes in the Licensing Laws and the effect on Town Centres

Introduction.

This filmed interview is a student questioning two senior police officers. The questions and the main points raised are listed below
1.
Police Section

Watch the film - 15 mins
Task whilst watching film
During the filmed interview students will pick out the key issues they feel are important or wish to develop further and write them down on the worksheet.
Questions
1.  Following the tragic death of Adam, have the policing strategies changed within the town centre?

Presence

Deployment

PCSO

High Visibility

2.  Do you think police should focus on putting police officers on the streets? Will the recent government cuts affect policing on the streets and alcohol related violence?

Link to High visibility

Working smarter

Partnerships

PCSO

Main priority to protect the public

‘Law and Order Bubble’

Cuts are significant

3.  Do the police liaise with the Door Staff in clubs/pubs to try to combat alcohol fuelled violence on nights out?  Do you think that more communication between Door Staff and the police would make an impact on the levels of drunken violent behaviour?

They do communicate via radio link

Should be monitoring under age and very inebriated customers

The young man who killed Adam was only 16 and very drunk

4. Do you think alcohol related violence, particularly in young people, is less of a problem in other countries, if so what do you think is the reason?

Different culture and attitude to alcohol

Family environment

Café culture

Change in licensing laws has had very bad effect….

5.  Does being in prison actually rehabilitate and punish prisoners so they won’t commit a crime again?

Re-offending rates.
Being in prison for less than a year does not have any rehabilitation as part of the programme. Just allows offenders to mix with other offenders and doesn’t really have any positive benefits.
Importance of protecting public.
Other ways to help with rehabilitation.
Cost of prison per inmate per year = £40,000 per year.
6. "Do you believe that people who break the law are aware of the possible consequences of their actions before they commit crimes? For example, do you think that the young man who hit Adam knew that he could get a 4 year sentence?"

Impact

Regret

Consequences

Some of the key issues are noted in red - to use as possible key discussion topics.

If you had the opportunity to speak to a Senior Police Officer – what would you want to say about the violence in our town centres? Write down two questions you would want to ask?

Ask students ‘Are you aware of any work being done in your own or other town centres to help these issues?’

eg.  places set up for intoxicated members of the public to receive medical help in the town centre and mobile teams of paramedics, police and town Pastors who go round the town centre to encourage young people to stay safe.

Ask students to list four things that police or other external agencies can do to make nights out safer

Some examples might be:

· More police on patrol in problem areas.
· Stricter punishments.
· Better ways to get help.
· Closer police stations.
· More active door staff inside the clubs/pubs dealing with trouble not just moving it on, link with the police.
· Better training for door staff.
· Monitored CCTV with rotating cameras.
· Known security points for help.
· Bases/cooling off areas/transport home for people who are drunk.
· Alcohol accessories given out – spiked drink disks etc.
· Bottled water being distributed by Police or Town Pastors.
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