Every Action Has Consequences Education Pack

[image: image1]

Teachers Notes
5 
Restorative Justice 
Watch film clips -  8mins interviews and 3mins Granada Reports
Students to think about the reasons that would make a victim want to meet the person who committed a crime against them.

· Victims have no voice in court and no-one to represent them or speak up for them.

· The full truth does not usually come out in court – meeting the offender gives the victim an opportunity to ask questions about what really happened.
· Need to confront the offender with the consequences of his/her actions on that night. The offender needs to show an understanding and awareness of the impact of his/her actions on the victim the victim’s family and friends.
· The offender can only take the first steps towards rehabilitation when they have faced up to what they have done. 

· Gives the offender an opportunity to explain (not excuse) his behaviour and to show remorse.
Class Activity

Points to be noted on the whiteboard

From that night out, what were the consequences for the young man who threw the punch that killed Adam.

· Prison sentence.
· Knowledge that he has taken a life.
· Job opportunities affected because of prison record.
· Impact on his family.
Discussion about sentencing and how do we know what is fair. 

Issues: 

Property v People. 

A sentence for fraud could be significantly more that for taking a life.
What is the purpose of the sentence? 

· Punishment.
· Public Safety.
· Rehabilitation.
Which of these is more important?

For more information about Restorative Justice there are examples of very good websites.
www.why-me.org
www.restorativejustice.org.uk
www.theforgivenessproject.com
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