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The main focus of discussions at the meeting of the Forum held on 25 October 2016 was around the 
Schools Budget for 2017/18.  Now that the introduction of the Schools National Funding Formula (SNFF) 
and revised High Needs Funding arrangements have been delayed until 2018/19, the DfE have indicated 
that school funding arrangements for 2017/18 will be broadly similar to 2016/17, however, there will be 
certain important differences.  Key issues for 2017/18 include: 
 

 Minimum Funding Guarantee (MFG) 
The current MFG arrangements for schools will continue into 2017/18, so that no school can face a funding 
reduction of more than 1.5% per pupil next year. 
 

 Changes to the Education Services Grant (ESG) 
As previously announced by the Government, there will be significant ESG reductions in 2017/18.  The 
general duties ESG element that was provided to both the LA for certain responsibilities at maintained 
schools, and directly to academies for duties relating to their pupils, will cease completely in 2017/18. 
The retained duties element, which goes to the LA, for statutory duties across maintained schools and 
academies, will continue, but will transfer into the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG).  Further information is 
awaited on possible changes to LA statutory functions that may need to be supported from this funding. 

 

 Removal of the post 16 funding factor; 
DfE view this as a legacy factor, as post 16 funding now comes directly from the EFA.  The regulations for 
2017/18 will remove the post 16 factor from the allowable formula factors, but the government intend to 
minimise the impact on individual schools by allowing MFG protection to apply. 

 

 Using a national weighting for secondary low attainment figures; 
The 2016 KS2 assessments were the first which assess the new, more challenging national curriculum. At 
a national level, a higher number of the year 7 cohort in financial year 2017/18 will be identified as having 
low prior attainment. The DfE intend to use a national weighting to ensure that this cohort does not have 
disproportionate influence within the overall funding total. 
 

 Using new bandings for the index of deprivation affecting children (IDACI)  
The IDACI dataset is used as a basis for deprivation funding in the Schools Block formula.  However, the 
updated dataset, which took effect in 2016/17, caused significant funding turbulence.  DfE intend to update 
the IDACI banding methodology for 2017/18 so that the IDACI bands return to a roughly similar size (in 
terms of the proportion of pupils in each band) as in 2015/16.  The Schools Forum have asked that the LA 
model the implications of this change with the aim of minimising 2017/18 turbulence at a local level. 
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Following the consultation process undertaken with schools early this 

term, the Schools Forum decided that the following services would 

continue to be de-delegated in 2017/18 in primary and secondary 

schools: 

 

 Staff costs – Public Duties/Suspensions; 

 Museum Service – (Primary Schools Only); 

 Support for Schools in Financial Difficulty. 
 

In addition, the new 2017/18 de-delegation for the 'Deficits at closing 

schools' contingency was also approved. 

 

Funding relating to these services will be delegated to schools and 

academies in the first instance, however, it will then be de-delegated 

from primary and secondary school budgets so that the services can 

be provided by the LA. The final net delegated budget available to 

each primary and secondary school would then exclude these 

amounts.  

 

These services have been offered as group buy backs to schools in 

other phases, as appropriate. 

 

 

De-delegations 2017/18 

 

Thank You! The Schools Forum would like to pass on a big thank you to all the schools that 
responded to the 2017/18 de-delegation consultation, as this is key to shaping the Forum's de-
delegation decisions. 

Apprenticeship Levy 
The Government's Apprenticeship Levy is coming into force in 2017/18. The apprenticeship levy is 

0.5% of each employers' payroll but with an offset allowance annually set at £15k against the levy.  

This means only employers with a paybill of over £3m will face a net cost. In the schools sector, the 

type of school affects who is considered to be the employer for the purposes of the levy, and so who 

actually accrues the levy liability varies between schools.  Recent DfE advice indicates that: 
 

 Community schools - The LA is the employer, so school staff earnings will be included in the 
LA levy liability calculation.  Lancashire will need to consider how schools contribute for their 
proportion of the liability; 

 Standalone academies  - With an academy, the governing body of the academy is the employer 
and will therefore accrue levy liability based on the pay bill of the academy; 

 Academies that are part of multi-academy trusts - In a MAT, it is the MAT itself that is the 
employer of the staff, meaning it is the MAT that accrues the levy liability based on the pay bill 
of all the academies in that trust; 

 Foundation schools - Foundation schools employ their staff and the governing body is 
considered to be the employer for Levy purposes. Therefore they will accrue and pay levy 
liability based on their own pay bill; 

 No specific guidance was included about aided schools and the DfE have been asked for 
clarification.   
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Other Key Issues 

 School Insurance  
Central Government have increased Insurance Premium Tax (IPT) from 9.5% to 

10% affecting insurance costs across the market.  This will impact on County 

Council buy-back charges to schools in 2017/18. 

 

In addition, the County has initiated a professional actuarial review on the self-

insured provision.  Whilst the final outcome of this review is still awaited, initial 

outcomes suggest that the robust scrutiny of school insurance that accompanied 

delegation and buy-back arrangements mean that school contributions to the 

self-insurance element of the provision are potentially at an appropriate level.   

 

Formal insurance buy-back offers will be issued to all schools individually in 

January 2017. 
 

Updated Billing and Debt Policy 
Following discussions with School representatives an updated school billing and 
debt policy, including revised model letters and templates, has been agreed.  

Details will be published on the portal shortly.  

WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING? 

Property Strategy and Wellbeing Prevention & Early Help Consultations 
The Forum received updates on the outcomes of the County Council consultations on the Property 
Strategy and Wellbeing Prevention & Early Help Service.  This provided members with an opportunity 
to question officers about the outcomes and proposals going forward.  
 
Individual schools impacted by the property proposals have been invited to attend a specific meeting 
about implementation issues and were also encouraged to submit distinct queries about their own 
circumstances directly to officers.  

Pooled Resources Operational Plan (PROp) Update: 
The PROp scheme is a collective co-operative scheme developed and owned by Lancashire Schools.  
Assisting Premise Managers & Governors in providing a safe learning environment, adhering to Health 
& Safety, Procurement Legislation and Schools Financial Standing Orders. 
 
The scheme provides schools with an experienced building professional as a single point of contact for 
all their building related matters, with access to expertise from all other building related disciplines.  
Allowing Premise Managers to discharge their duties to concentrate on school learning provision.  The 
scheme ensures maintenance requirements, foreseen and unforeseen, will be effectively managed. 
 
The existing Pooled Resources Operational Plan (PROp) contract comes to an end on 31st March 2017. 
It is our intention to extend the current contract (Clause 2.2) for a further 3 years under the existing 
terms and conditions subject to agreement by both parties.  
 
We are seeking to improve our PROp service delivery and would welcome your feedback.  The PROp 
Questionnaire 2016 will help us identify areas for improvement and is now available on the Schools 
Portal, it will remain live until Friday 9 December 2016.  The questionnaire is all online and will take 
approx. 5 minutes to complete and can be accessed using the link below: 
 
https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=147490377715 

 

https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=147490377715


  

Primary PE and Sports Grant 
 
The LA has received the first instalment of the 2016/17 
Primary PE and Sports Grant from the DfE and has 
made arrangements for this funding to be passported 
to relevant schools. The October 16 allocations will be 
paid to bank account schools on 4 November 16 and 
the non-bank account schools will show a credit on the 
October Transaction report. 
 
2016/17 allocations and the conditions of grant can be 
found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pe-
and-sport-premium-funding-conditions-for-2016-to-2017. 

 
The total allocations available at the link above relate 
to the academic year 2016 to 2017 and are split into 
two payments. The October payment relates to 7/12th 
of the total allocation and the remaining 5/12th will be 
paid in the financial year 2017/18. The second 

payment to local authorities is expected in April 2017. 

WHAT'S HAPPENING NATIONALLY 

 

Schools National Funding Formula (SNFF) 
The introduction of the Schools National Funding Formula (SNFF) and the revised High Needs Funding 
arrangements have been delayed until 2018/19.  Phase 2 of the government's consultations on these 
proposals are now expected to be issued in late November or early December 2016. Further information 
will be shared with colleagues once national announcements are made. 
 
 

Early Years National Funding Formula (EYNFF) 
We are also awaiting the Government's response to their consultation on Early Years National Funding 
Formula (EYNFF) proposals from April 2017, which closed earlier this term.  Once final guidance is 
issued, the LA will consult with nursery schools, primary schools with nursery classes and other early 
years providers about the implementation arrangements in Lancashire. 
 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pe-and-sport-premium-funding-conditions-for-2016-to-2017
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QUESTIONS? 

Remember, if you have any questions about the Schools Forum,  

please contact Paul Bonser, Forum Clerk, 01772 531815, or email 

schoolsforum@lancashire.gov.uk 

As this was the first Schools Forum meeting of the new academic year, a number of membership 
changes had taken place. 

Tim Cross, headteacher at Bolton-le-Sands CE Primary School has been elected as Chair of the Schools 
Forum for the 2016/17 academic year.  Stephen Booth, primary school governor is the Vice-Chair. 

A number of new members have joined the Forum from this academic year and were welcomed to their 
first Forum meeting: 

 Eleanor Hick  Governor from Grange Primary School; 

 Max Lunt   Governor from Wennington Hall School; 

 Lesley Burrows  Governor from Sir John Thursby Community College; 

 David Swaffield   Governor from Lytham St Anne's Technology and Performing Arts College 

 Kay Burke   Headteacher from Whitegate Nursery School; 

 Daniel Ballard  Headteacher at Mawdesley St Peter's CE School; 

 Stephen Knight  Headteacher from Abbey Village Primary School  

 Julie Burnside  Executive Principal Pendle Primary Academy; 

 John Tarbox  Headteacher at Bowland Academy; 

 Shaun Jukes  Headteacher of Sir Tom Finney High School; 

 Eric Harrison  NASUWT Observer Representative; 

 Sally Cryer  Headteacher, Unity College, Burnley;  

 Jan Marshall  School Business Manager, Lathom High School 
 

The Forum also thanked members leaving the Forum:  

 Mac Harrison  NASUWT Observer representative 

 Ken Phillips   College Governor representative 

 Peter Cunningham Secondary Headteacher representative (retiring at the end of term) 
 

A full list of Schools Forum members is available from the link below: 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/media/899670/membership-october-2016.pdf 
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