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Welcome to Issue 80 of ‘Fair Exchange?’ a Pre-Forum Edition of the eNewsletter of the Lancashire Schools' Forum.  

Fair Exchange? 
 

Schools National Funding Formula and High Needs Funding Reform  

On 21 July 2016, the new Education Secretary, Justine Greening, made a statement to Parliament, about 
school funding, which confirmed that the government was committed to introducing fairer funding for 
schools, high needs and early years.  Given the importance of consulting widely and fully with the sector 
and getting implementation right, the Secretary of State decided that the new system will now apply from 
2018/19.  
 
The second phase of the school and high needs funding formula consultation will be issued in the autumn 
term 2016, along with the government's response to the first phase of consultation.  Final decisions will 
then be taken early in 2017.  Further information will be provided to schools once government 
announcements are made. 
 
In order to provide stability for school funding, whilst consultations take place, the Education Secretary 
has announced that the school funding arrangements for 2017/18 will be broadly similar to 2016. 
 
The Secretary of State's July Announcement also indicated that for 2017/18, no local authority will see a 

reduction from their 2016/17 funding on the schools block of the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) (per 

pupil funding) or the high needs block (cash amount).  

Confirmation was also given that the Minimum Funding Guarantee (MFG) arrangements for schools will 

continue into 2017/18, so that no school can face a funding reduction of more than 1.5% per pupil. 

The mainstream school and academy funding formula contains one enforced change, to remove the post 

16 funding factor, but the government proposes to limit the impact on individual schools by offering 

protection through the MFG. 

Early Years National Funding Formula (EYNFF) 
On 11 August 2016, the Department for Education (DfE) launched a consultation on the introduction of 
an Early Years National Funding Formula (EYNFF) from April 2017. 
 
The full consultation documentation is available from the link below:  
https://consult.education.gov.uk/early-years-funding/eynff 
 
The proposals look to introduce a formulaic allocation method for distributing early years funding to LAs, 
which incorporates an area cost adjustment and moves towards a single base rate for all types of 
providers that may impact detrimentally on maintained settings in Lancashire.  
 
The closing date for consultation responses is 22 September 2016 and the Schools Forum will be 
submitting a response to the consultation, but nursery schools and primary schools with nursery classes 
may wish to respond independently to these important government proposals. 
 
 

WHAT IS HAPPENING NATIONALLY? 
  

 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/early-years-funding/eynff


 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Education Funding Agency Operational Guidance for 2017/18 
confirms that service de-delegations remain allowable, but are subject 
to continued annual consultation with schools and approval by the 
Schools Forum. 
 
Primary and Secondary school colleagues are asked to look out for 
the 2017/18 Service De-delegation consultation, which will be issued 
on the schools portal shortly. For 2017/18, it is again proposed to de-
delegate the following services: 
 

 Staff costs – Public Duties/Suspensions; 

 Museum Service - Primary Schools Only; 

 Support for Schools in Financial Difficulty. 
 
For 2017/18, it is also proposed to introduce a further de-delegation, 
relating to 'deficits at closing schools'.  However, it should be noted 
that the costs associated with this de-delegation would be equivalent 
to additional funding to be delegated to schools from April 2017. 
 
Colleagues can let us know their views by completing the eform 
available from the link below, by 21 October 2016: 

https://lccsecure.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/questionnaires/runQues

tionnaire.asp?qid=694507 

FORUM UPDATE 

De-delegations 2017/18 

 

This is the first newsletter of the 2016/17 academic year.  
The Schools Forum hopes that all colleagues had an 
enjoyable summer.   
 

The minutes of the last Forum meeting held on 5 July 2016 
have now been added to the Schools Forum website. All 
Schools Forum agendas and minutes are in the public 
domain and can be accessed at: 

 
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-
children-and-families/education/schools-forum/schools-
forum-minutes-and-agendas.aspx 

 

Remember:  

 Decision taken by the Schools Forum will be binding on primary and secondary schools in 
that phase 

 De-delegations are not allowed for academies and different arrangements apply to Early 
Years Block and High Needs Block funding. 

 

https://lccsecure.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/questionnaires/runQuestionnaire.asp?qid=694507
https://lccsecure.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/questionnaires/runQuestionnaire.asp?qid=694507
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-children-and-families/education/schools-forum/schools-forum-minutes-and-agendas.aspx
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-children-and-families/education/schools-forum/schools-forum-minutes-and-agendas.aspx
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-children-and-families/education/schools-forum/schools-forum-minutes-and-agendas.aspx
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Schools Forum Autumn Term Cycle 2016 

 The Autumn Term Forum cycle will see meetings of the three Forum Working 
Groups beginning deliberations about the budget arrangements and related 
issues for April 2017.  The DFE have now published their guidance relating to 
school funding in 2017/18 and each group will focus on matters relating to their 
funding block: 
 

 High Needs Block Working Group; 

 Early Years Block Working Group; 

 Schools Block Working Group. 
 
In addition to the school funding reports, other key issues that will be considered 
by the Working Groups in this cycle include: 

 

 2017/18 School insurance increased charges; 

 Updated debt management policy; 

 Social workers in schools project update; 

 Healthy Relationships Education Training Programme information;  

 Review of regional early years funding formulae. 

 

Banking of School Cash 

As colleagues will be aware, a number of banks are reviewing 
their High Street presence and this has recently led to the 
closure of some branches in Lancashire that were used by 
schools to bank cash and cheques.  
 
Where the County Council receives notification of branch 
closures that may impact on schools, every effort will be made 
to find a suitable alternative banking arrangement, but recent 
experience shows that such alternatives may not always offer 
as convenient a location for schools. 
 

 

WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING 

Alternatively, schools may also wish to consider using cashless banking options.  The County Council 
has procured preferential terms with an e-banking provider via BT Lancashire Services.  ParentPay® is 
a web based service for schools that enables parents to make secure online payments by credit and 
debit card or pay cash at local stores through the PayPoint network and for Schools to manage income 
online.  ParentPay® transactions are electronically transferred into the County Council's accounting 
system. 
 
Evidence shows schools can make significant savings through using an online banking facility. 
 
Further details are available on the BT Lancashire Services website, using the link below: 

https://education.btlancashire.co.uk/annual-services/useful-tools/online-payments.aspx 

QUESTIONS? 

Remember, if you have any questions about the Schools Forum,  

please contact Paul Bonser, Forum Clerk, 01772 531815, or email 

schoolsforum@lancashire.gov.uk 

https://education.btlancashire.co.uk/annual-services/useful-tools/online-payments.aspx
mailto:schoolsforum@lancashire.gov.uk

