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Summer born children Deferring or delaying school entry
Background
The Department for Education has produced guidance 'Advice on the Admission of
Summer Born Children (December 2014)'. The guidance is non-statutory and has
been produced to help local authorities, admission authorities and parents
understand the framework within which admission authorities must operate, and to
dispel some of the myths that appear to have arisen around the admission of
summer born children.
It should be read in conjunction with the statutory document, the Department for
Education, 'School Admissions Code, which was published in December 2014'.
The Schools Minister, Nick Gibb wrote an open letter in September 2015 which
referred to government plans to amend the School Admissions Code so that all
summer born children can begin school after their fifth birthday and be placed into a
reception class. As yet there has not been a consultation on the legislative changes
that would be needed to amend the School Admissions Code. Lancashire County
Council is therefore still adhering to the statutory requirements of the December 2014
Code.

When will my child reach statutory school age?
Children must be receiving full-time education by the start of the term following their
fifth birthday.


For children born between 1 September and 31 December, they reach
compulsory school age on 31 December and must be receiving full-time
education at the start of the spring term (i.e. after the Christmas holidays, in
January).



For children born between 1 January and 31 March, they reach compulsory
school age on 31 March and must be receiving full-time education by the start of
the summer term (i.e. after the Easter holidays, in March or April).



For children born between 1 April and 31 August, they reach compulsory school
age on 31 August and must be receiving full-time education at the start of the new
school year (i.e. after the summer holidays, in September).
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Delayed admission to Reception
In Lancashire, we provide for the admission of all children in the September following
their fourth birthday. Parents of non-compulsory school age children (four year olds)
may request a pattern of part-time attendance or deferment if that best suits the
needs of their child. Parents will be offered the opportunity for their child to:


Start Year R (Reception) in September on a full-time basis from their first day of
attendance or on a part-time basis up to the point of reaching compulsory school
age.



Defer the date their child is admitted to the school until later in the school year but
not beyond the point at which they reach compulsory school age and not beyond
the beginning of the summer term of the school year for which the offer of the
school place was made.

Deferred admission to Reception
Parents who are considering deferring their child's entry to school should be aware
that teachers are skilled in differentiating the curriculum to meet a diverse range of
needs. Parents are encouraged to visit the schools they are thinking of applying for,
where staff will be able to explain the provision on offer to children in Reception
class, how it is tailored to meet the needs of individual pupils and how the needs of
each pupil will continue to be met as they move up through school.
Where a parent wishes to defer their child's admission until the following school year,
parents are encouraged to make requests to defer in good time before the closing
date for the normal admission round. Parents will need to provide the detailed
reasons to enable their request to be given proper consideration and are encouraged
to include any supporting evidence from relevant professionals. Please complete
the County Council's application form:


Application for a Lancashire school place for summer born children.

Parents submitting a request for admission out of the normal age group are required
to also make an application for a place in their child's normal age group at the same
time. If the application to defer is made by the national closing date for applications
the admission authority will ensure that the parent receives the response to their
request before the primary school national offer day.
All summer born requests for deferred admission will be considered by the individual
admissions authority of each preferred school. Where requests are made for differing
admission authorities, the request must be sent to the local authority that will coordinate the request and the decisions made. If a joint agreement cannot be reached
then the decision to defer admission will only stand for any named school that agreed
the request.
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When considering a request for deferred admission for a community or voluntary
controlled school the following factors will be considered:


any delayed social, emotional or physical development which may be affecting
the child's readiness for school (supported by a relevant professional);



premature birth and the fact that the child may have naturally fallen into a lower
age group if they had been born on their expected date of birth;



any medical incapacity, if this has prevented access to early years provision.



any significant learning or special educational needs (supported by a relevant
professional);



the views of the head teacher of the preferenced school (s)

It will not be sufficient for the parent to provide personal views and opinions and /or to
refer to national research. The request should demonstrate why it would be in a
child's interest to be admitted to reception following their fifth birthday, rather than
year one.

Making a decision in the child's best interests
The Local Authority will share information provided on the application form with the
admission authorities and head teachers of the school(s) parents have expressed a
preference for. They will not however be informed of the order of preferences. These
admission authorities and head teachers will then come to a decision as to whether
they support the request for deferred entry. The final decision will be for the
admission authority to make.
The Local Authority will then write to parent/carers to confirm the result of these
decisions.
If the request to defer admission is approved, the application for the normal age
group can be withdrawn. A new application will need to be submitted the following
autumn as part of the main admission round for the following year.
If the request to defer admission is refused, you will need to decide whether to
accept the offer of a place for the normal age group, or to refuse it and make an inyear application for admission to Year 1 for the September following the child's fifth
birthday.
Places are not held open for children who defer entry, so parent/carers must then
reapply for a school place the following year for a place in Reception alongside
children who are one school year younger.
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Additional factors for consideration
Parents/carers should be aware that as the number of applications and
preferences, and even the number of available places, may differ from year to
year, that a deferral does not mean a place at the same school can be allocated
one year later or provide any additional priority for a place.
Once a child has been admitted to a school it is for the head teacher to decide how
best to educate them. The head teacher may consider that it would be appropriate for
a child who has been admitted out of their normal age group to be moved to their
normal age group. Any decision to move a child to a different age group would be
based on educational reasons and in consultation with the parents.
For any child not being educated in the year group in which their chronological age
falls there may be complications if a change of school is required or a move to
another local authority. It will be for the admission authority of any receiving school to
decide whether to admit the child out of their normal age group. This also applies at
the time of transfer from primary to secondary school.
Any child who remains a year below their chronological age group will no longer be of
compulsory school age during Year 11 of secondary school and therefore will be able
to leave school before completing examinations.
There is no formal right to appeal a decision made by the admission authority.
However, for schools where the LA is admission authority, a parent may request a
review of the decision made.

Contact details for advice on Lancashire County Council
Summer Born Policy
If you live in …

Contact name

Contact Email

Contact No.

Lancaster,
Morecambe,
Wyre or Fylde

Debbie
Greenwood

debbie.greenwood@lancashire.gov.uk

01524 581134

Sharon
Sanderson

sharon.sanderson@lancashire.gov.uk

01772 531797

Julie
Hargreaves

julie.hargreaves@lancashire.gov.uk

01254 220707

Preston, South
Ribble, West
Lancashire or
Chorley
Hyndburn,
Ribble Valley,
Burnley, Pendle
or Rossendale

Pupil Access Team
September 2016

