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Executive Summary  
 

The Forum have previously been informed about proposals to close the Woodlands 
Centre. This decisions has now been confirmed and the Forum are asked to consider 
future arrangements for meeting venues. 
 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
The Forum is asked to: 

a) Note the report; 
b) Express any views about the future meeting arrangements for the 

Schools Forum. 

 
 
  



Background 
At the January 2016 Forum meeting, members were informed that as part of the 
County Council's budget strategy, one proposal was to close the Woodlands Centre, 
along with other training venues.   
 
Whilst it was recognised that the County Council was facing an unprecedented 
financial challenge, the Forum felt that representations should be sent, emphasising 
the important role that the Centre has played in facilitating the sense of professional 
collegiality amongst Lancashire schools.   
 
The Forum Chairman drafted a letter setting out views expressed at the meeting, 
which was circulated for comment and approval under the urgent business procedure.  
A final version of the letter was then submitted to the County Council and a copy is 
attached at Appendix A. 
 
On 11 February 2016 the County Council approved the 2016/17 budget. 
 
Whilst some revisions to the original proposals were agreed, there was no reversal of 
the plans to close Woodlands. 
 
The Forum can continue to meet at Woodlands for the remainder of the 2015/16 
academic year and potentially for the first term of the 2016/17 academic year 
schedule. 
 
It would be helpful if the Forum were to express views about preferred alternatives 
after that point, so that further investigations can commence. 
 
Options for Forum to consider include: 
 

County Hall, Preston 
The Forum have previously met in one of the Committee Rooms at County Hall.  
The County Council proposals to close Woodlands are part of a wider strategy 
that includes the development of training and conferencing centre facilities at 
County Hall, but no firm dates are attached to this.  It is not clear at this stage 
exactly what facilities would be available.  County Hall does offer good proximity 
for rail links and the availability of presenting officers, but car travel to central 
Preston for morning meetings may be more difficult than access to Chorley and 
there would be no free car parking.   
 
One alternative option may be to consider twilight or evening meetings as the 
County Hall car park barrier restrictions are lifted from about 4.00 pm and this 
may also allow greater scope for room bookings, which could well be under 
more pressure for morning meetings. 
 
 
School/College Venues 
Many Lancashire schools and academies have facilities that could 
accommodate the Forum and its working groups.  Forum members could 
volunteer their premises as the permanent venue for meetings, or as part of a 



rota arrangement.  Transport links would vary, depending on the venue and 
again, car parking may prove easier for twilight or evening sessions. 
 
Since the Woodlands proposals were discussed at the January meeting, a 
number of FE colleges have volunteered their premises as a possible Forum 
venue, via Robin Newton-Syms, the Lancashire Colleges representative.  One 
of these offers is from Runshaw College, suggesting their Adult College 
Campus as a possible venue.  This Campus is situated on Euxton Lane in 
Chorley, not too far from Woodlands. 
 
We have also been contacted by Sir Tom Finney Community High School 
offering a meeting venue at their new site. 
 
Independent Conferencing Venues 
There are a number independent venues throughout Lancashire that provide 
meeting facilities that could accommodate the needs of the Forum.  Some of 
these are close to motorway links and offer free parking.  Morning meetings 
should be available without some of the difficulties relating to County Hall or 
school venues.  However, the room hire costs of these facilities may be higher 
than those arising from the earlier options. 

 
Now that the Forum operates on an electronic basis, the availability of public wi-fi 
would be an important consideration at any venue choice. 
 
The views of the Forum are sought. 
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CC Matthew Tomlinson 
Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and 
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Tel. 01772 613112  

Email lancsschoolsforum15@gmail.co
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Date 21 January 2016  
 
C. CC Nikki Hennessy, Lead Member for Schools 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear CC Tomlinson, 
 
Woodlands Conference Centre 

 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Lancashire Schools’ Forum following the meeting 
which was held on 14th January. 
 
We were grateful to receive information from Mr Bob Stott on a range of issues, 
including some of the proposals under consideration as part of the County Council 
Transformation. 
 
It is very evident that this is a very difficult and painful process. As the Chair of the 
Forum, I expressed a view that we will all need to understand the realities of the 
situation. 
 
I am writing this letter to reflect some particular concerns which were expressed 
regarding the proposed closure of the Woodlands Centre. The Centre is of great value 
to schools as a resource for Continuing Professional Development and other 
professional networking activities. Indeed, it has played a significant part in facilitating 
the sense of professional collegiality which remains such a strong feature amongst 
Lancashire schools. 
 
Some Forum members asked questions at the meeting about the financial parameters 
of the Woodlands Centre as a business operation. It was not possible for these 
questions to be answered at the meeting. Some members were keen to find out 
whether all options had been considered regarding the operations of the Woodlands 
Centre. 
 
Forum members understand well that the status quo in a number of respects is not 
going to be tenable in the challenging situation which is facing Lancashire, brought 
about by circumstances beyond your control. Notwithstanding this, they would like 
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their strength of feeling regarding the Woodlands Centre to be communicated. They 
would also like to feel that all possible alternatives have been considered before 
arriving at a final decision on its future. 
 
I have copied this letter to CC Nikki Hennessy, who attended the Forum meeting as 
Lead Member for Schools. 
 
With best wishes.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
David Pearson 
Chairman, Lancashire Schools Forum 
 


