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Date 11 June 2015 

 
Dear Tim, 
 
Early Years Pupil Premium 
 
I am writing to you as the nursery school governor representative on the Lancashire 
Schools Forum. 
 
At a recent meeting, the Forum's Early Years Working Group received a report about 
the introduction of the Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP) in Lancashire.  It was noted 
that establishing new procedures to support the introduction of the necessary eligibility 
checking for EYPP would take time, and that early years providers would not receive 
notification of their qualifying children and any EYPP allocation until the end of the 
summer term 2015 at the earliest. 
 
When you gave a presentation at the Lancashire Nursery Governors Conference last 
term it was emphasised that Ofsted inspections of nursery schools and early years 
settings would begin to hold providers to account on the effective use and impact of 
the EYPP under the leadership and management judgement in the summer term 2015. 
 
The Working Group was extremely concerned that providers should not be inspected 
on EYPP outcomes before they had received notification confirming their EYPP 
eligible children.  The Group was of the view that providers could not be expected to 
demonstrate how EYPP had been spent supporting eligible children in any inspection, 
if the setting had not received their funding and was unaware if they had qualifying 
children.   
 
I am therefore writing to you to seek your assurances that providers will not be 
penalised in their Ofsted judgements on these grounds, until after EYPP notifications 
have been received and they have been allowed adequate time to establish 
appropriate support arrangements for EYPP eligible children. 
 
Any reassurance you can provide will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Thelma Cullen 
 

Thelma Cullen 
Nursery School Governor Representative, Lancashire Schools Forum  
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17 June 2015 

 

Thelma Cullen 

Lancashire Schools Forum 

 

By email: schoolsforum@lancashire.gov.uk  

 

 

 

Dear Thelma 

 

Query arising from Lancashire conference ‘Improving maintained nursery 

schools’ 
 

Thank you for your email of 17 June 2015 about the recent conference in Lancashire 

‘Improving governance in nursery schools’, where I was one of the speakers. 

 

Arising from the conference presentations, you ask for clarification about the 

evaluation by Ofsted of the use of early years pupil premium during the inspection of 

maintained nursery schools and early years settings. 

 

The presentation at the Lancashire conference about the early years pupil premium 

was not by an Ofsted representative. However, I am happy to clarify any comments 

that I may have made.  

 

The inspection handbook currently used by Ofsted to inspect early years settings 

(last published on 1 April 2015) does make brief reference to the early years pupil 

premium. Some local authorities received early years pupil premium from 

government earlier than others due to a pilot. Therefore, inspections of early years 

settings in some parts of the country have been able to start asking about plans to 

use this new money. I do not believe that Lancashire was part of the pilot.  

 

The inspection handbook currently used by Ofsted to inspect maintained schools 

(last published December 2014), does not mention the early years pupil premium.  
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From September 2015 there is a new common inspection framework. There are new 

inspection handbooks for schools, early years and further education and skills. These 

have just been published. See: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-inspection-framework-

education-skills-and-early-years-from-september-2015  

 

These new inspection handbooks include more reference to the early years pupil 

premium. Inspectors will begin to use these new handbooks for the inspections of 

early years settings, and maintained schools from September 2015. 

 

From September 2015, early years settings will receive a pre-inspection telephone 

call. This is a new development. During that pre-inspection telephone call, the 

inspector of an early years setting will find out whether the provider receives early 

years pupil premium funding. This will help the inspector to plan for the inspection. 

The lead inspector for the inspection of a maintained school may also ask about any 

additional funding during the pre-inspection telephone call.  

 

The new inspection handbooks outline how inspectors must evaluate the use and 

impact of any additional funding, including the early years pupil premium from 

September 2015. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim Vaughan 

Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Ofsted (North West regional team) 
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