
 

 
 

LANCASHIRE SCHOOLS FORUM      
Date of meeting 7 July 2015 
 
Item No 11 
Title: Forum Correspondence 
Appendices (if applicable)  
 
Executive Summary  
 
This report sets out the Forum related correspondence sent or received since the last 
meeting. 
 
Forum Decision Required 
 

The Forum is asked to: 
a) Note the report; 
b) Express any views on the correspondence received. 

 
Background  

Information is provide below on Forum related correspondence received since the last 
meeting. 
 

a) School Balances  

An email has been received from the Chair of Governors at a small school serving a 
rural village in Lancashire.  The correspondence referred to the difficulties faced by 
the school due to volatility in the NOR, as pupil numbers can vary between 0 and 11 
pupils per year group dependant on the children in the village.  Comment was made 
in the communication that the £40,000 minimum balance in the Lancashire 
arrangements was insufficient to deal with this instability.  A £60,000 figure was 
mentioned. 
 
Members may wish to consider this correspondence when discussing school balances 
and clawback arrangements for 31 March 2016. 
 

b) School Funding  

A letter from the Headteacher of a large Lancashire secondary school has been sent 
to the County Council's Chief Executive.  The letter expressed concern about the level 
of funding for the school and indicated that responsibility for this rested with both 
national government and the funding policies followed locally, particularly around 
resourcing associated with FSM. The letter therefore requested that the issue be 
raised with the Forum. 
 
A copy of the letter and the proposed reply has been shared with the Forum 
Chairman's Group.  The response highlighted that the Forum proposed to write to the 
Secretary of State about the distribution of funding nationally and was considering 
budget setting principles for 2016/17 that again proposed to target any available 
headroom at basic pupil funding in the first instance. 
 



 

 
 

The Forum may wish to consider these issues when discussing the Forum budget 
setting principles for 2016/17. 
 

c) Attendance Issues 

Correspondence has been received from a Forum governor member, in connection 
with a school's experience of attending Magistrates Court on school attendance 
issues. 
 
School attendance is outside the remit of the Forum, so the correspondence has been 
passed to the relevant County Council officer to provide a response about the issues 
raised. 
 
However, the letter asks about the experiences of other schools in using the court 
system and this item provides an opportunity for colleagues to identify any concerns 
that could be shared with the originating school. 
 


