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Executive Summary  
 
This report summarises the changes to the membership of the Forum since the last 
meeting and covers: 
 

 New Primary Governor representatives; 

 New Primary Headteacher representative; 

 New Secondary Headteacher representative; 

 New Academy representatives; 

 New Lancashire Association of School Governing Bodies (LASGB) representative; 

 New Catholic Diocese representative; 

 New Post 16 Representatives; 

 New County Council representatives. 
 
The report also updates members on recent resignations from the Forum. 
 
Forum Decision Required 
 
The Forum is asked to:  
 

a) Note the report; 
b) Welcome Peter John Simpson, Barry Payton, Steven Parsons, Darren Mussell, 

Steve Campbell, Grant Carruthers, John Davey. Tim Warren, Steve Palmer, CC 
Nikki Hennessy, CC Dorothy Lord  and CC Matthew Tomlinson to the Forum; 

c) Welcome Alan Porteous and CC Susie Charles back to the Forum in their new 
capacities. 

d) Thank Judith Fawbert for her contribution to the Forum  
 

 



Background  
A number of membership changes have taken place since the last Forum meeting. Details 
are provided below. 
 
Nursery Governor Representative 
Nominations were sought in the summer term for the nursery school governor 
representative on the Forum.  One nomination was received from this governor was 
therefore appointed to the Forum.  However, before being able to attend a meeting the 
governors circumstances have changes and they have had to resign the post.   
 
The authority has therefore written to all nursery school governors seeking nominations for 
this vacancy. 
 
 
New Primary Governor representatives 
Three vacancies were available for primary school governor representatives on the Forum.  
Nominations were received from 14 primary school governors and an election process was 
therefore undertaken in the summer term. 
 
In accordance with the Forum's Operational Arrangements, the voting results confined to 
information on the number of votes cast for successful candidates and the top 15% of 
unsuccessful candidates is provided below: 
 

Nominee No of Votes (%) 

successful  

Peter John Simpson 18 (15%) 

Barry Payton 17 (17%) 

Steven Parsons 12 (10%) 

  

unsuccessful  

John Withington 11 (9%) 

Kevin Davidson 11 (9%) 

 
124 votes were cast in the election, out of as possible 478, representing a turnout of 26%.  
The turnout in this election was marginally up on previous primary governor votes of 24% in 
2012, 25% in 2011 and 24% in 2010.   
 
Of the 124 votes, 41 (33%) were received hard copy, whilst 83 (67%) were cast 
electronically.  This represents a continuation in the trend of increased electronic voting and 
is the first time that the majority of votes were cast on-line.  47% of votes were cast 
electronically in 2012, and only 21% in 2011. For information, the three successful 
candidates would have been the same had only the electronic responses been used in this 
election. 
 
Peter John Simpson, Langho and Billington St Leonard's C of E Primary School, Barry 
Payton, St Mary's RC Primary, Haslingden and Steven Parsons, Stalmine Primary 
School have therefore been appointed to the Forum. 
 
The Forum will wish to welcome Peter, Barry and Steven to their first meeting: 
 



 
New Primary Headteacher Representative 
Four nominations were received for the primary school headteacher vacancy on the Forum 
and an election was therefore held in the summer term.  
 
In accordance with the Forum's Operational Arrangements, the voting results confined to 
information on the number of votes cast for successful candidates and the top 15% of 
unsuccessful candidates is provided below: 
 

Nominee No of Votes (%) 

successful  

Darren Mussell 38 (34%) 

  

unsuccessful  

Sarah Barraclough 34 (30%) 

  

 
 
The total number of votes cast in the election was 113, which represented 24% of those 
headteachers eligible to vote.  This compares to a turnout of 26% in 2012 and 17% in 2011. 
 
Darren Mussell, headteacher Christ the King Roman Catholic Primary School. Burnley has 
therefore been appointed to the Forum. 
 
Members will wish to welcome Darren to his first meeting. 
 
 
New Secondary Headteacher representative 
An election was held in the summer term to determine which of two nominees should be 
appointed as the new Secondary Headteacher representative on the Forum. 
 
Steve Campbell, headteacher of The Hollins Technology College, received 16 (80%) of the 
20 votes cast in the election and has therefore been appointed to the Forum.  Turnout in 
this election was 32 %. 
 
 
Secondary Governor Representative  
On 11 September 2013, correspondence was received from Judith Fawbert to indicate that 
she was resigning from the Forum.  Judith asked that her best wishes be conveyed to 
Forum colleagues. 
 
The Authority will make arrangements to seek a new representative. 
 
The Forum will wish to thank Judith for her contribution to the Forum. 
 
 
New Academy Representatives 
Two new academy representatives will join the Forum from September. 
 



Alan Porteous, headteacher at Bacup and Rawtenstall Grammar School will be the new 
academy headteacher representative.  Members will know that Alan was previously a 
secondary headteacher representative. 
 
Grant Carruthers is the new academy governor representative.  Grant is a governor at 

Parbold Douglas Acadamy. 
 
Members will wish to welcome Grant to his first meeting and welcome Alan back to the 
Forum as an academy representative. 
 
 
Lancashire Association of School Governing Bodies (LASGB) 
LASGB have appointed John Davey as their new Forum representative.  John is Chair of 
Governors at Haslingden High School: Specialist Arts College. 
 
Members will wish to welcome John to his first meeting of the Forum. 
 
 
Catholic Diocese Representative 
Tim Warren is the new Catholic Diocese Representative on the Forum. Tim is Director of 
Schools and Colleges at the Liverpool Archdiocese. 
 
Members will wish to welcome Tim to his first meeting of the Forum. 
 
Post 16 Representative 
Kathy Passant, Principal of Runshaw College retired in the summer and the Lancashire 
Colleges Principals have nominated Steve Palmer as their new representative.  Steve is 
Operations Director for The Lancashire Colleges. 
 
Members will wish to welcome Steve to his first meeting of the Forum. 
 
 
County Council Representatives 
At the Cabinet meeting of 11 July 2013, appointments were made for the County Council 
representatives on the Forum. Details are provided below: 
 

 CC Nikki Hennessy, Labour – Lead Member for Schools; 

 CC Dorothy Lord, Liberal Democrat; 

 CC Susie Charles, Conservative. 
 
Members will remember that CC Charles was previously an observer member of the 
Forum, when she was Cabinet Member for Children and Schools. 
 
The Forum will wish to welcome CC Nikki Hennessy and CC Dorothy Lord to their first 
meeting and welcome back CC Susie Charles. 
 
CC Matthew Tomlinson has been appointed to the role of Cabinet Member for Children, 
Young People and Schools, and as such has an observer place on the Forum. 
 
 


