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LANCASHIRE SCHOOLS FORUM      
Date of meeting 22 October 2014 
 
Item No 14 
Title: Correspondence 
Appendices (if applicable) Appendices A and B refer 
 
Executive Summary  
 
This report sets out the Forum related correspondence sent or received since 
the last meeting. 
 
Forum Decision Required 
 
The Forum is asked to note the report. 
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Background  
 

a) Stephen Edwards 
Members will recall that Stephen Edwards was presented with a card and gift from 
the Forum at the last meeting.  Stephen has written a letter to the Forum expressing 
his thanks.  A copy of the letter is attached at Appendix A. 
 

b) Letter to Lead Member for Schools 
The Forum Chairman has written to CC Nikki Hennessey, Lead Member for Schools, 
who had offered to investigate if the County Council could refinance some school 
PFI commitments.  Appendix B is a copy of this correspondence. 
 
Further information will be provided to the Forum if this proves to be an option in 
Lancashire. 
 
 



22nd August 2014 

Dear John 

Thank you 

I just wanted say thank you to the Schools Forum for all your support over the years. 
You have made my working life at Lancashire very special indeed. 

I was totally taken aback by the generosity of the Forum at my last meeting. The 
vouchers you gave me for the Rocket Centre will be put to good use. I have ordered 
some ground anchors to be fitted to my garage floor so that I can chain my bikes to 
them.  

Your generosity will ensure that my bikes are kept safe and sound for years to come. 

I wish you, and all the members of the Forum all the very best for the future  

Yours sincerely 

Stephen 

Appendix A



Chairman John Davies 
C/O The Clerk to the Schools Forum, Pupil Places and Access, Room B44, 

PO Box 61, County Hall, Preston, PR1 8RJ 

Lancashire Schools Forum 

Tel. 07752878206 

County Councillor Nikki Hennessy Email jfletcherd@hotmail.co.uk 

Lead Member for Schools Date 29 September 2014 

Dear Nikki 

Private Finance Initiative (PFI) Funding 

Many thanks for attending the recent Schools Forum induction session at 
Woodlands. 

As briefly discussed, I would like to alert you to an issue in connection with PFI 
contract repayments that I became aware through a recent radio broadcast. 

I understand that Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation paid off its PFI liabilities 
for the construction and running of Hexham General Hospital, after borrowing £114 
million from the local council.  The deal has meant that the trust stands to save an 
estimated £3.5 million every year over the course of the 19 year period that was 
outstanding on the PFI contract.  This saving seems to have been achieved by 
refinanced the PFI contract with cheaper local government loans. 

You will know that the current PFI arrangements in Lancashire require a significant 
subsidy in excess of £5m annually from the Schools Budget.  This funding could 
otherwise be used to the benefit of children and young people in Lancashire, rather 
than financing PFI debt. 

It may well be that officers are aware of this option and that there are reasons why 
this would not be applicable in Lancashire.  I am however grateful for your kind offer 
to look into this matter on behalf of the Forum. 

Kind regards 

Yours sincerely 

John Davies 
Chairman 
Lancashire Schools Forum 

Appendix B
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