
LANCASHIRE SCHOOLS FORUM  
22 October 2014     
 
Item 3 
 
Schools Forum Chairman Elect 2014/15 
 
Appendix A refers 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The Forum has agreed to appoint a Chairman Elect for the 2014/15 academic year, who 
will then chair the Forum for a two year period from September 2015.  This report confirms 
the arrangements and seeks a Forum decision on the appointment. 
 
 
Decision Required 
 
The Forum is asked to  

a) Note the report; 
b) Appoint a Chairman Elect for the 2014/15 academic year, who will then Chair 

the Forum for a two year period from September 2015. 
 
 
Background 
On 15 October 2013, the Forum appointed a chair and vice chair for a period of two years: 

• John Davies was elected Forum chairman for the 2013/14 and 2014/15 academic 
years. 

• Stephen Booth was elected Forum vice-chairman for the 2013/14 and 2014/15 
academic years. 

 
At the Forum on 18 March 2014, arrangements were agreed about the process to be 
followed for the appointment of a Schools Forum Chairman Elect for the 2014/15 academic 
year. The Forum agreed to appoint a Chairman Elect for 2014/15 to shadow the chairman.  
The appointee will then Chair the Forum for a two year period from September 2015.   
 
Papers issued for the July 2014 meeting asked any members interested in standing as 
Forum Chairman Elect in 2014/15 to notify the Clerk to the Forum. 
 
To date, one nomination has been received from David Pearson. 
 
A further opportunity will be available at the meeting on 22 October for any eligible Forum 
members to self nominate to stand for Forum Chairman Elect in 2014/15.  If no further 
nominations are received, David will be appointed to the position. 
 
If other nominations are received Forum voting will take place, using voting cards, with all 
voting members eligible to vote. It is proposed that each candidate would be able to make a 
short address to the Forum before voting takes place. 
 
A list of Chairman duties agreed by the Forum is provided at Appendix A.  
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Appendix A 

Role of the Schools Forum Chairman 
 
 
Eligibility 
The Schools Forum must elect a Chair from amongst its own voting members, but this 
cannot be an elected member or officer of the local authority. 
 
 
Duties/Tasks 
The role of Chairman of the Lancashire Schools Forum includes a number of duties and 
responsibilities, which are listed below.  Whilst the list is wide-ranging, many of these are 
only required on an infrequent basis.   
 
Any members who may be interested in standing as Chairman Elect are able to informally 
discuss the role with John Davies. 
 
Duties include: 
• Chairing meetings of the Lancashire Schools Forum 
 
• Chairing the Schools Forum's Chairman's Working Group, including: 

o Recommending additional representatives from other groups be invited to a 
particular meetings of the Chairman's group if this was relevant to issues being 
discussed at that meeting; 

o In conjunction with other representatives of the Group offering a steer to the County 
Council around any issues affecting schools or the Schools Budget that may be 
confidential in nature; 

o In conjunction with other representatives of the Group offering a sounding board for 
the County Council in the development phase of Schools Budget proposals; 

o Receiving briefings in advance of meetings to ensure the smoothing running of the 
Forum meetings. 

 
• Liaison with the Press on Schools Forum related issues, including: 

o Issuing press releases on key Forum issues, via the County Council's Media Team; 
o Commenting to the press on relevant School Budget related issues on behalf of the 

Forum. 
 
• Being the public face of the Forum  
 
• Contributing to the annual Schools Forum induction session for new members. 
 
• Representing the Schools Forum on the Lancashire Children and Young People's Trust 

Board. 
 
• Representing the Schools Forum on BT Lancashire Services school user groups for ICT 

and HR/Payroll. 
 
• Contributing to the Schools Forum's relationship with constituent groups, including 

attendance at relevant meetings, for example the Lancashire Academy Principals 
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Group, Lancashire Academy Governors meeting or the Primary Heads in Lancashire 
(PHiL) Executive. 

 
• Presenting a Schools Forum perspective a County events, such as District Chairs of 

Governors meetings and County Council school funding consultation seminars. 
 

• Communicating directly with Lancashire schools and academies on key issues where 
the Schools Forum has been involved. 

 
• Receiving information from DfE on School Funding matters. 

 
• Responding to DfE consultations on school funding related matters on behalf of the 

Schools Forum. 
 

• Corresponding with the Prime Minister, Secretary of State for Education, Lancashire 
MPs and other DfE and EFA officials on behalf of Lancashire schools and the Forum. 

 
• Attending and contributing to relevant Schools Forum related events and surveys at a 

national and regional level. 
 
• Co-ordaining meetings with other Schools Forum chairs in the North West, linking with 

the NW LMS Officers Group. 
 
• Receiving and responding to written and verbal communication with Lancashire schools 

on relevant school funding issues. 
 
• Making representations on key issues on behalf of schools and the Forum to the County 

Council and its partner organisations, including meetings with: 
o the Leader of the County Council;  
o Chief Executive of the County Council; 
o the Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Schools;  
o Lead Member for Schools 
o the Executive Director for Children and Young People; 
o other LCC and BTLS Directors.  

 
• Attending meetings with senior County Council members and officials to provide a 

school perspective and insight on County Council initiatives, for example the living 
wage. 

 


