
 

 

Issue 60 March 2014 

Welcome to Issue 60 of Fair Exchange?, a pre-Forum edition of the 
enewsletter of the Lancashire Schools Forum. 

The minutes of the last Forum meeting held on 14 January 2014 have been 
added to the Schools Forum website. All Forum agendas and minutes are in the 

public domain and can be accessed at: 
 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/calendar/view.asp?calid=18282 

SCHOOLS BUDGETS 2014/15 
 

Following approval of the Schools Budget by Forum at the January 2014 meeting, the budget 
was also approved by the Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Schools on the 
15 January.  The County Council then had to submit proposals via a Schools Block proforma 
to the Education Funding Agency (EFA).  The County Council has subsequently received 
confirmation from the EFA that Lancashire's budget was compliant with the Regulations. 
 
School Budgets for primary and secondary schools and indicative budgets for academies 
were therefore issued on 24 February 2014, via the schools portal. 
 
Budgets for Nursery School, Nursery Class and Early Years settings were also issued for 24 
February 2014. 
 
Special School and PRU budgets could not be issued on the same timetable as confirmation 
of the High Needs Block Budget is still awaited from the EFA.   

FORUM UPDATE 
 

As noted above, one of the key issues to be considered by the Forum in the Spring Term 
cycle of meetings relates to the finalisation of the High Needs Block Budget.  Final 
confirmation of Lancashire's 2014/15 allocation is still awaited, and the Forum may need to 
consider setting a 2014/15 High Needs Block Budget without the EFA confirmation, to 
ensure that Special School and PRU budgets can be issued by the end of March 2014. 
 
The Forum may therefore be asked to consider underwriting any reduction in High Needs 
Block Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) from Reserves. 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/calendar/view.asp?calid=18282


 

 

 

National School Funding Formula 
 

We were expecting that a consultation on government proposals for a national school funding 
formula would be launched in January 2014.   
 
To date, the consultation has not been published and the Authority has contacted the EFA on 
several occasions requesting clarification of the likely launch date.  
 
The latest response from the EFA indicates that the national funding formula proposals need to 
be approved by the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, Chancellor and Secretary of State 
before they can be released and this has not yet happened.   
 
Information will be provided for schools/academies as soon as details of the consultation are 
available. 
 

Other Forum Issues 
 
The Forum's Working Groups will be considering a number of reports during the Spring Term 
cycle.  Brief information is provided below: 
 

Schools Block 
 

Information will be provided around the use of funding for the de-delegated Schools in 
Financial Difficulty Fund; 
Confirmation will be provided about the 2014/15 Pupil Premium Grant (PPG) Funding; 
An update on school insurance arrangements for 2014/15 will be presented. 

 

High Needs Block  
 

An update will be provided about the Social Workers in Schools initiative; 
Information around the Early Support Commissioned Core Offer from April 2014 will  
be presented; 
A report on Early Intervention support through Lancashire Primary PRUs will be provided. 

 

Early Years Block 
 

An Early education for targeted 2 year olds progress summary will be provided. 
A report will be considered about Changes to Interim Payments for the Early Years  
Single Funding Formula. 



 

 

WHO’S WHO? 
 

A full list of Forum 
members is 
available at: 
 
 
http://
www.lancashire.gov.uk/
corporate/web/view.asp?
siteid=2931&pageid=5541&e=e 

Questions: 
 
Remember, if you have any questions about the 
Schools Forum, please contact: 
 
Paul Bonser, Forum Clerk, 
01772 531815, or email  
schoolsforum@lancashire.gov.uk 

 

 

Universal Infant Free School Meals 
 

The Secretary of State has written directly to Pri-
mary School headteachers about the introduction 
of the Universal Infant Free School Meals initiative 
and communications about the use of the County's 
capital allocations for the project have also been 
issued on the school portal.  Further information 
will be shared with schools on the capital proposals 
as they are developed. 
 
Government have confirmed that the revenue fund-
ing for Universal Infant Free School Meals will be 
provided by a specific ring fenced grant.  The grant 
will be calculated on a flat rate of £2.30 per meal 
taken, based on actual take-up by newly eligible 
infant pupils.  These are infant pupils not currently 
eligible for free school meals (under the current cri-
teria), but that will become eligible for a free meal 
in September 2014.  In addition, some smaller 
schools will be provided with transitional funding. 
 
Further details of the actual revenue allocations are 
still awaited.  
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