
LLaannccaasshhiirree  SScchhoooollss  FFoorruumm    

● Issue 65 ● October 2014 ●  

eNewsletter 

Fair Exchange? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Issue 65 of ‘Fair Exchange?’ a Post-Forum Edition of the eNewsletter of the Lancashire Schools' Forum. 

The main focus of discussions at the meeting of the Forum held on 22 October 2014 was around the Schools Budget for 

2015/16.Key budget issues are highlighted in this edition of Fair Exchange. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

Further information about the Forum is available on the Forum website 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/web/?siteid=2931&pageid=5541 

 

Schools Block Budget Issues 2015/16 

146 schools responded to the de-delegation 

consultation held early this term. 

The Forum were very grateful for these responses to 

help steer their decisions on which services should 

be de-delegated. 

 

Consultation Responses – Thank You  

Under the DfE's new school funding framework 

decisions about primary school, secondary school and 

academy budgets for April 2015 have to be made this 

month, so that proposals can be submitted to the 

Education Funding Agency (EFA) by 31 October.  

On 22 October the Forum supported the proposal for no 

changes to be made to the Lancashire Schools Block 

formula for 2015/16.  No objections to this approach had 

been received when the views of schools had been 

sought and this was agreed by the Cabinet Member for 

Children, Young People and Schools on 23 October.  

These provisional proposals were then submitted to the 

EFA in advance of the deadline. 

 

. 

This means that the factors to be used in the formula to fund primary and secondary schools and 

academies will be unchanged from 2014/15.  However, the unit values attributable to each factor 

cannot be calculated until the government release data from the October school census, which is 

expected in the middle of December. 

 

 

  
Schools Block Budget  2015/16 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/web/?siteid=2931&pageid=5541


 Magistrates/Justices of the Peace;  

 Jury Service; 

 Attendance at Court/Tribunal as a Witness;  

 Teachers who are Governors of schools 
other than their own;  

 Territorial Army/Royal Naval 
Reserve/Royal Air Force Reserve;  

 Trade Union Duties;  

 Staff suspensions. 
 

Museum Service - Primary Schools Only  
Provides funding for the work the museum service 
undertakes for primary schools to help meet the 
national curriculum and to support wider cultural 
learning. 
 
Support for Schools in Financial Difficulty  
This funding allows support to be offered to 
schools in financial difficulty, which is managed by 
the School Improvement Challenge Board (SICB) 
against published eligibility criteria.  
 
For 2015/16, this de-delegation is being extended 
to cover some Termination of Employment costs, 
as the revised School Finance Regulations no 
longer allow this to be held in central expenditure.  
Additional funding will be delegated in 2015/16 to 
cover the increased charge for the Termination of 
Employment costs in the de-delegation, so that 
this change is cost-neutral for schools. 
 
 

 

Licences and Subscriptions  

Funding is paid centrally for those licences that 
all schools are likely to require or where central 
billing attracts a discount. Central Licences in 
2015/16 will be paid for:  
 

 Phonographic Performance Limited (PPL)  

 The Performing Rights Society (PRS)  
 
Remember, that in addition to these local de-
delegations, the DfE have negotiated a number 
of national schools licences, which are paid 
centrally, so you don't need to buy these at an 
individual school level. They are: 
 

 Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA) 
Education Licence; 

 Schools Printed Music Licence (SPML); 

 Newspaper Licensing Authority (NLA); 

 Education Recording Agency (ERA); 

 Motion Picture Licensing Company 
(MPLC); 

 Filmbank Distributors Ltd. for the Public 
Video Screen Licence (PVSL). 

 

Staff costs – Public Duties/Suspensions 

The 2015/16 de-delegation incorporates 

reimbursement to schools for staff costs 

associated with duties including:  

 

High Needs Block Budget 2015/16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 22 October, the Forum considered a number of de-delegation proposals.  

Primary and secondary members agreed by phase that a number of services would be de-delegated 

for the 2015/16 financial year. This means that for primary and secondary schools (but not academies) 

services will be provided centrally. These services are: 

 

The Education Funding Agency (EFA) Guidance indicates that the Government's aim for High Needs 

Block funding in 2015/16 is "consistency, consolidation and, where possible, simplification".  Limited 

changes are proposed for High Needs funding from April 2015, and the key issues include: 

For 2015/16, the EFA have indicated that they will roll forward the published 2014/15 academic year 

place numbers as the basis for 2015/16 allocations, except in exceptional cases, where an additional 

submission to the EFA is required. Lancashire has submitted some exceptions where appropriate.  

The draft minutes from the Forum meeting held on 22 October 2014 are available on the 

Schools Forum website: 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/calendar/view.asp?calevent=2571807 

 

High Needs Place Allocations 2015/16  

Service De-delegations 2015/16 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/calendar/view.asp?calevent=2571807


per pupil top-up. 

The EFA guidance does indicate that they expect 

the increase in base funding to be offset by 

reductions in the top-up funding, so that this 

adjustment is cost-neutral overall.  This will mean 

that from September 2015, we will cease the local 

£2k pupil top up and increase the base funding to 

£10k per annum, pro-rata. 

 

 

The EFA also plans to increase the funding of 

alternative provision places from £8,000 to 

£10,000 per place per annum from September 

2015. 

This was something that Lancashire had lobbied 

for when the new school funding framework was 

first introduced in 2012/13 and, using discretion 

in the High Needs Block (HNB), had managed to 

introduce locally from 2013/14 by using a £2k 

equates to an hourly rate of 53p per child per 

hour.  

Eligible groups for the EYPP will be children from 

low income families (defined as meeting the 

criteria for free school meals); children that have 

been looked after by the local authority for at least 

one day; have been adopted from care; have left 

care through special guardianship; and children 

subject to a child arrangement order setting out 

with whom the child is to live (formerly known as 

residence orders). 

The EFA document confirms that an Early Years 

Pupil Premium (EYPP) will be introduced for 

eligible 3 and 4 year olds from April 2015.  The 

Government intend that the EYPP will close the 

gap at ages 3 and 4 between the additional 

support disadvantaged children get at age 2 

through the free entitlement and the additional 

support they get in school through the school-

age Pupil Premium.  

EYPP will pay early years providers an 

additional £300 per year for each eligible child 

that takes up the full 570 hours with them. This 

second will take place in October and will enable 

the DfE to ensure funding accurately reflects 

increases in participation levels over the course of 

the first year. This second data collection is for 

2015/16 only, when the programme is scaling up.  

Whilst DfE are attempting to ensure the most up-

to-date data is available when determining funding 

for 2 year olds in the first year of the new 

arrangements, there is a risk that the overall level 

of DSG that the authority receives for 2 year olds 

could reduce in 2015/16. 

From April 2015 DSG funding to local authorities 

for 2 year olds will be based on participation 

instead of demographic information.  This will 

mirror the way that the 3 and 4 year old 

entitlements are funded.  

In order to use the most up-to-date data when 

determining funding for 2 year olds in the first 

year of participation-based funding, the DfE 

propose to use two data collections in 2015/16.  

The first will be the standard data collection via 

the school and early years January census. The 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years Single Funding Formula (EYSFF) 

2015/16 

Place Funding for Alternative Provision (AP) Places 2015/16  

Similar to the other funding blocks, there are no proposals to amend either the 3 and 4 year old formula 

or the two year old formula in Lancashire for 2015/16. 

Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) for 2 Years Olds 2015/16 

Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP)  

Early Years Block Funding 2015/16 



 

 

 

The October Forum meeting also considered a number other reports, including: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The DfE have published guidance for schools, 

which is available from the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uni

versal-infant-free-school-meals 

WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING? 

Universal Infant Free School 

Meals (UIFSM) Update 

Insurance Offer to Schools – 2015/16 

This report provided an update on UIFSM 

implementation and noted that 199 kitchen improvement 

projects were identified across all schools to enable 

delivery of the Government's UIFSM initiative.  Most of 

these projects were completed in time for September 

2014 and with the exception of two schools where new 

kitchens are being established, all have the ability to 

provide hot meals. 

As a result of the Forum's decision in October 2013 funding for insurance was delegated to all 
maintained schools in 2014/15.   Arrangements for 2015/16 will see the continued delegation of 
insurance and the County Council will again offer a buy back providing schools with a choice of three 
Lots 

There have been some recent significant increases in insurance premiums paid by the County Council 
and it is expected that schools level increases might be between 10% and 15% compared to 2014/15.  

The final insurance offer for 2015/16 will now be issued to schools in January 2015, so that charges 

can be based on exactly the same pupil numbers as will be used to calculate 2015/16 school budgets. 

The Inclusion of Schools in the County Council's 

overarching Energy Policy 

The Forum have supported the Social Workers in Schools initiative with some match funding.  A report 
was presented updating the Forum about schemes continuing in 2014/15 and on new schemes 
approved as part of the bidding process for September 2014 commencement. An evaluation of 2013/14 
outcomes was also provided. 

The Forum supported the continuation of this funding for 2015/16, subject to some suggestions around 

the eligibility criteria and the normal budget finalisation process. 

The County Council has begun the process of developing an 
Energy Policy for its property portfolio, to give aim and focus to the 
activities undertaken to reduce energy consumption.  

The Forum supported the inclusion of Lancashire schools and 

academies in this project and recommended that nominations be 

sought through the representative headteacher groups. 

Social Workers in Schools Update 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/universal-infant-free-school-meals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/universal-infant-free-school-meals


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHO’S WHO? 

A list of the current Forum 

membership can be found 

using the link below: 
http://www3.lancashire.gov.uk/co

rporate/web/view.asp?siteid=293

1&pageid=5541&e=e 

  
  

  

Forum Membership 

New Members 

  A number of new members were welcomed to the Forum for the first 
time in October, including: 

 Felicity Ackroyd from Burnley Casterton Primary School has 
been appointed as a Primary Governor representative following 
an election; 

 Lisa Davison, Burnley Stoneyholme Community Primary School 
headteacher and Adrienne Delaney, headteacher at St Ignatius 
Catholic Primary School, join as Primary Headteacher 
representatives following an election; 

 A New Short Stay School Governor representative, Sandra 
Thornberry from Stepping Stones School joins following an 
election; 

 The ATL have appointed Rod Marsden as their new 
representative. 

Forum Chairman Elect 

In order to aid continuity, the Forum have appointed 
David Pearson (Headteacher of Hutton Grammar 
School) as Chairman Elect, who will take over the 
chairmanship of the Forum in September 2015.   

John Davies remains Forum Chairman for the 
2014/15 academic year with Stephen Booth as Vice-
Chair. 

QUESTIONS? 

Remember, if you have any questions about the Schools Forum, please contact 

Paul Bonser, Forum Clerk, 01772 531815, or email schoolsforum@lancashire.gov.uk 

http://www3.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/web/view.asp?siteid=2931&pageid=5541&e=e
http://www3.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/web/view.asp?siteid=2931&pageid=5541&e=e
http://www3.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/web/view.asp?siteid=2931&pageid=5541&e=e
mailto:schoolsforum@lancashire.gov.uk

